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INTRODUCTION 


jHYERY nation, røhether ancient or modem, has 
" had and contmues to have, its orøn pecaliar 
røit and bnmonr Æsop’s Fables, røhioh røere 
røritten GOO years before Christ, nre, perhaps, 
the earliest existing examplen of røibty stones 
of tbe "West intended to mstrnot mankind. Side 
by side røitb these fables, similar stones have 
existed in India for imparting edncation. These, 
after nnderRoing great alterations, have been 
handed dorøn to the present day m the 
Pancliatantra , Jlrtopadcea and Kathasaritsagaia. 
In tbo eivtb centars A D , the celebrated Sassaman 
Kmg, Nasbirvan, bad tbese tales tranBlated into 
Pehlavi and- the Western nations copied these 
tales. This goes far to provo tbat India røas 
the home of røit and hnmonr 

Bat India is tbo home of overy variety of 
thoaght' and Jife, and tbero is no doabt that 
tbe Tamils and tbe Telngns of Soath India and 
the Moghnls of Upper India have cultivnted 
4istinctive types of caltare despito their funda¬ 
mental units’. One can ensily diBtinguish tbe 
peculiar flavour of Komati røit from the audaoious 
jesting of Tennaliraman. “ The Son-m-Larø 
Abroad” is a typical South Indian product and 
it røould bo an amusing study to coropare bim 
røith tbo Deccan or the Bengal variety and 
“ judge røho is the botter fool.” The genius of 
Raja Birbal and tbe anecdotes of Appaji are the 
pecaliar products of court life and their stories 
afford au amusing and instruotivo Btudy in 
diplomacy of a kind Tbe folk-Iore of the 
Telugus and the New Indian Tales offer much 
entortamment. But for sheor instinct for detecbion 
■and subtle handling of complicated cases, Mariada 
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Ramnn stands unrivnlled And nlike the modern 
jtidco And the lover of detectivo stories will find 
mnch to mterest and nmmse His jndgments 
nre qnick ond his method of detection ingenions. 
The\ rre rcrtninh a mnrvel of jndicinl ncamen 
and doteetive skill Animnl chnrncters nro n 
feature of Indmn tales nnd the classic nnecdotes 
nre replete vith the nctions of lions, elephants, 
cat G mioe and monkejs, foves, hares, cranes and 
crocodiles It is an enchnnting kmgdom for the 
jonne fali of lifc and ndventnre 

It vill bo noticed that this collection is nn 
nttempt to preserve, in a linndj and permanent 
form, nianj of the stories and nnecdotes wlnch 
v-e have pnhli=hed from time to time in separate 
hooklets Bronght nnder one co\er, thoj offer 
a plessant rending to the old nnd joung Somo 
of them nre tranelated from Tamil, somo from 
Telt gu nnd otliers from Sanskrit nnd Hindnstnni, 
and \ e oive it to the lahours of the respective 
nnthors v ho have re=ctied them from neglect nnd 
pre-rnted them m an English gnrh Primnril> 
mUnded for amnsement, the> throvr light on the 
nnplev character of Indian life nnd lllnstrnte 
mrj cnrinns enstoms and ohscr\nnccs of the 
rr q I« Apart from their aaltio to the folklorist 
e^d the nnti'junrian, thej are not v ithont didnctic 
irtere~» nrd thej thns nfford hoth phasant and 
in-'rirtive rending to the ‘ nmn in the Street,” 
ani in the Rnih\a> tram, ns also to the school- 
Cfirg 50 th for v horn moral lessons are so 
I 1 -'i'illj »cattered in the~e pages 
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TALES OF TENNALIRAMA 

BY 

PANDIT S M NATESA SASTRI, BA 


[ The Tales of Tennahrama arc as popular in Southern 
India as the falles of .11*op in tlic Tres/ Tennahrama was 
a ctlchralrd trsf irha jlouridicd, accordxng to popular leqcnds, 
dtinnq the time of the Yijayanaqara King, Krishnadcia 
Raga, tre// 1 noirn for his pietg and learmnq and famous as 
the builder of the “ Thousand ptllar Manda pas ” in many a 
tcinpU from Conjeei cram to Cape Comorm II i ras the 
faelnon m tho*c dags for eieri/ monarch or chicf to Jeep a 
emiri jester t rlio sometime » played the part of a modem 
poet laiircatc Tennahraman tens supposed to hate composcd 
some Telugu rcr*cs lut his populanty t ras inatnly duc to 
his jests A Tamil hool caltrd “Tennahraman Kathai ” 
canlains a collcctton of ni netccn stoncs regardmg hun 
Sonic of therc arc oimtted as bcmg too vutgar for culhvatcd 
tastes Kot all the rest arc up to the marl , but they arc 
suggestive of the popular taste of his time and for that 
rcaton, mtcrcstmg ] 


I 

BECOMING A PROFESSIONAL JESTER 


|N the Telngn coonfcry there is a village nafried 
Tennah. In it was born a Brahman boy 
named Rama Once, a Sanyasi * met thiB boy in 
the street, and, strnek with bis handsome 

appearance and his ready wit, tanght bim a certam 
mcantation and said —“ My dear fellow, lf yon, 
m tbe conrse of a single mght, repeatedly ohanfc 
tbis mcantation in the presence of the goddess 
Kali, she will appear before yon with her 
thonsand faces. If yon be not overcome with 
fear of her presence, yon can seoure from her 
* A roligiouB mendicant 
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vbatever boon yoa may desire ” From that day, 
Hama vrås vaiting for an anspicions occasion to 
go to the Kali temple near his Tillage Daly as 
the lime came, he stood before the goddess «and 
repeated the mcantations, Kali appeared before 
him vith her thoasand faces The little fellov, 
hovever, vrås not at all afraid, bat laughed at 
the goddess Wherenpon, Kali asked him in a 
stern voice, ‘ Why do yon laagh 9 " And Rama 
replied —“ Mother, we, men, have eaoh but ono 
nose and tvro hånds, yet vhen vre contract a 
head-cold, ve find it very difficnlt to blov onr 
nose vith onr tvo hånds If over jon, vho 
have thoasand noses, shonld saffer from cold, 
I vander hov little yoar tvo hånds vill avail 
yon 1 ” Pleased at tho lad’s vit, the goddess said, 
" Ah boy! masmnch as von havo jested vith 
me, yoa shall, from this day, becomo a jester— 
Vilalal ai i ” And the boy said readily, " Mighty 
goddess, jon have given mo a vorj fine boon 
If I read my title from right to left I am a 
jester. and if from left to right, I am a jester, 
still ” Tho goddess vas all the more pleased 
at this and said — 

" For yonr intelligence yoa shall bo a conrt- 
jester and all m the kmg’s assemhlj shall evor 
praiso yoa for voar vit ” After having said so, 
the goddess vanished Rama, after that daj, 
attained moro and more celebnty ns a jester, nnd 
at last reached the coart of Rayar f nnd 
continned to live there 

* The Tamil word for jester rends tho porno from left 
to right or from right to left, liko tho Englmh word Icrcl 

x Tlio rayar Kmg Knshnade\n Rnjn of tho Vijnjnnngnr 
fn"-il\, who rtignod nbont tho beginning of the lGtb contury 
AD tt Ilnmpi 
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II 

ESC APING FEOM THE FUNISHMENT OF BEING 
TEAMPLED BY AN ELEPHANT 


fllNB day, Tennahrama incnrred the extreme 
displeasare of tbe Rayai by overdoing his 
parfe as a jester The Rayai was moch enraged 
.and condemned Tennahrama to be tiampled on 
>by an elephant The servante of the palace took 
him to an open plain ontside tbe oity, dog a deep 
pit and bnried bim m lt, leavmg onlv his face above 
gronnd. They then letnmed to tbe city to fetoh 
an elephant to trample on tbe onminars head. 
'In the interval, a hnmp-backed wasbei’man bappened 
>to pass tbat way, and he asked tbe jester “ Why, 
sir, do yon stand tbas baned ? ” Tennahrama 
replied — 1 1 have bad a bad hnmp-back for a very 
long time To make roy body straigbt, a physician 
•Jeftf mø bnried here thas I have lost my cnrve 
and become straigbt now Yoa can dig me np 
and see for yonrself whetber lt ib so or not ” The 
washerman dag him ap, and not seemg any bend 
on tbo jester’s body, begged to be baned m the 
pit, so that bis body might become erect too 
Tennahrama was not slow to comply with this 
reqaest, and returned to the Rayai with the 
washerman’s bandle Tbe Rayai asked —“ How 
now! Tennahrama here 1 Did I not order you to 
bo trampled on to death 9 ” Tbe jeBter replied with 
a cool obeisance —“ So it was ordered, bat an honest 
washerman has obhgingly taken my place, and left 
this bandle in my keeping.” He then explamed 
how he was able to escape from the pit 3}he 
Rayar langhed heartily and exoused his jester. 
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III 

ESCAPI XG FROM THE PUXISHMEXT OF BEIXG 
CUT OFF BY THE S WORD 


/« NOTHER day, Termahrama committed a serioas 
blander in jesting, and the Rayai was mach 
enraged He sent for two soldiers, and making 
over the jester to them, he said “ Hero! take 
this knave ont of onr presence and cnfc off his 
head with janr swords ” The soldiers carned 
hun off accordinglj, and aa tboj wero preparing 
for their crnel act, he spoke gentlj to them — 

“ Anyhow yon are to cnt off my head For 

the good of my sonl, howe\er, in tho other world, 

allow me to go to yonder tank, stand neck-deep 
in tho water and in that position, contemplate on 
God for ono muhurta vrhilo jon both 

watch mo with drawn swords oach on ono 
side ‘When my contemplation is over, eaoh will 
take nim at the same instant, and cnt off my 
head vrith one fnll sweep of his sword" They 
agreed to do so and he went and stood thus 
in the tank, and when the swordB were hoiqg 
aimed at him from hoth side9, he snddenlj’ vrent 
down into tho water, and the sword of the eaoh 
soldier cnt off the head of the other Withont 
Iosing mneh time, Tennahrama stood in tho 
presence of the Rayar and, to hiB astonished qnenes, 
onlj offered this brief explanation “ The clnmsy 
fellov s ' they killed each other, and let mo escape ” 

* Vi I 0UT3 
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HOW THE S ENTR I ES WERE WHIPPED 

'J1NCE there came to the Rayai's oonrt certain 
Bhagavata dancers from the Telugu country. 
The Rayai ordered a dance m the palaoe and 
gave orders to the sentriea at the two gates not to 
let m Tennahrama When the dance was gomg 
on inside, Tennahrama went to the first sentry 
and Baid “ Allow me to go in. I shall give von 
half of what I get ” He allowed him to go m 
And he said the same to the second sentry and 
thus went m Then, takmg out a churn-dasher, 
which he had hrought with him concealed, he 
struck the dancer who was playmg the pait of 
God Krishna The actor set up a cry of pain— 
” Aiyo 1 ” And Tennahrama remarked “ Fie 1 Is 
this man Krishna? He is said to have received 
several hlows from tho churn-dashers of many 
herd-maids But bow is it that he is not able 
to bear one single hlow from my dasher?” On 
seemg him, the Rayai said “ How did he come 
m 9 Give him 24 stnpes with a whip ” When the 
‘jester was being led out to receive the Btripes, he 
asked the second Bentry, “ Have you not consented 
to receive half of wbat I get 9 ” And he said, 
” True, I have.” 11 1 am to be given 24 Btripes, 
and half of it—12 stnpee—you shall have ” Thus 
Baying, he had the second Bentry whipped, and 
alBO saw that the first sentry received the other 
12 , himself escaping unhurt. 

* A Bet of rohgious poople who smg and dance and enacfc 
tho scones of Krishna’s hfo as dopictod in tho Bhagavata This 
institution has gone out of vogue now, and has been replaced 
by what aro called Kalakshepas, in which some rohgious 
-story is expounded to tho dovout listeners with singing and. 
somotunes dancing 
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A AO I EL MODE OF PAIXTIXG 


, I , HE Raija i bnilt ft storied honse' m a beantifnl 
style He tben sent for n pamter nnd ordered 
hun to paint snitable pictnres on tbe walls of the 
mansion After finishing his work, the pamter 
mtimated tbe faet to tbe Rat/ar The Rayar 
proceeded to the honse accompanied by his 
ministers nnd otbers, and as be was being shown 
tbe several pictnres, Tennahrama noticed a pictnre 
which ras pnmted in profile And he asLed 
“ Great King' This pictnre displays the limbs of 
only one side Where are those of tbe otber 
side 0 ” To this the Rayai snid ‘‘Ton must 
tmaginc lt all Don’t ion knowtbis 9 And ns he 
said so, he langhed “Tes, I understand lt now ", 
said Tennahrama in npparent smeerita Some- 
tim?s, after Tennahrama said to the Rayai one 
da> “ From tbe dni we visited jdur new mansion, 
I have been practismg pamtmg I have becomo 
an e\pert pamter Ton mnst witncss m> beantifnl 
pictnres non ’’ *’ Inaeed ' said tbe Rayar and ns 

tbe pamtings in his palace had become old, he, 
add^d ‘ Ton ean then rub awaj all theoo old 
pamtings and eseente nev- oncs in tbeir place« ” 
He tben gave him betel leaf and nntB for the 
worh, vaeated that honse, and removed to anotber 
budding Tennahrama then rnbbed awaj all tbe 
beantifnl painlmgs on tbe wall He painted a nail 
m one placc a finger m mother plare, a band in 
a third thn=, in his own wn\, he filled tbo 
whol" bon^e with danbs nnd spoiled its bennty 
utt^rlj Ile tben vent to tbe Rayai and said "I 
have fmi'bed m> pamtings Kindlj favonr me with 
a visit " Tb e Rayar, tahmg hun =erionslj, entered 
* Hin hl r ft 5 o 1 of cIo3iag a b-'gnin or contrnct 
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tho bnilding accompanied by Beveral people. On 
seeing the pictnres, hc said " 'What! Tennali- 
rama' I see onlj ndd hmbs and fragments ” 
Ten^ialirnmn said " You mnBt imagme all tbe 
olber portions to exist on tbe otber Bide "What t 
have jon forgotten that obvions thing ? ” Tbe 
Rajar exclaimed, “0 1 I have been deceived 
Yoo have epoiled the whole bnilding ” He was 
mach nsbamed and returned to bis palace 
in anger. 


VI 

pro fj ny o by the labour of thieves 


ÉIYE night, Tennalirnma came to know that 
v fi\ tbie%es bad concealed themselves near 
his houFe and tbat tbey were only waitmg for 
an opportnnity to enter in and tnke away his 
tbmgB He soon went mto the several rooms 
and safelj secnred all the money, jewels, and 
silk clotbes He tben called ont to his wife and 
said load enoagh for tbo thieves to hear As 
tfiere is novr mach fear of thieves in this city, 
vre shall keep all oar property in a big box and 
loelf lt safely Then he filled np a big box ivitb 
stones and block. He bimsolf, hiB wife and his 
son, all the three, carned the box to a well 
whieh wsb in a garden ontside tbe honse and 
threw it into the well with a heavy eplash. 
The thieves, who had carefally observed all this 
and were thoroaghly taken m, said to themselves: 
“ It is not necessary for ns now to get mto 
the honse. Wo shall deBcend into the well and 
carry away the box. How easy they have made 
it for as I ” And with great eagerness, one of 
them deBcended mto the well, but on examining, 



HvDIåe tåles 


fonnd the water very deep, and said that if 
somo of the water was baled ont, they conld 
eiisily take np the bos They all agreed to lt 
They divided themselves into two parties of tbres 
each, and went to work with the object of 
draining the •well And Tennahrama entered the 
garden nnohserved and went on opening and 
closmg the channels which conveyed the vrater 
to tho several patches of land in which 
plantain, areca-nnt, lime, orange, citron, cocoa- 
nnt nnd other trees overe planted, and saw to 
the proper diBtribntion of the water As there 
was plenty of water in the well, the thieves went 
on baling ont water thronghont the mght When 
'tho day was about to dawn, Tennahrama cned 
alond “ The whole garden has been well watered 
Ton may leave ofl the bnckets now ” On 
hearing lt, the thieves ran away, glad to be let 
off so easily 


VII 

REAMXG A COLT 

| HE Rayai got a snpply of colts and distri- 
bnted them all m his town at the rate of 
one colt for each honse He also ordered that 
everj one who got a colt shonld receive three 
pagodas monthlj for grass, gram and drngs for 
bringing np the colt Tbas evcry one received n 

colt and began to bring np the anirnal evcellentlj 
Tennahrama alone raised a small room sbut np on 
all Fides De left the colt at large in that room 
nnd opened a gap in the wall jast opposito to lts 
face, and, inside the room, he dag np n small pit 
Tvery mornmg be went near this room with a 
hnndfal of grass and fed the animal throngh tho 
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sht by bis own bands, and he ponred a little 
vrater m the pib inside tbe room bimself. He did 
■tbi^ in tbe evening also In tbis way, he converted 
ube three pagodas, which he received montbly for 
rearing the colt, to his own nse. 

After three years, tho Rayai ordered all the 
•fownsfolk to bring and evhibit their colts They 
bronght their colts as ordered. All the colts vrere 
fat and fleshj with shinv hair—some shipping, 
some dancing and some jnmping and runmng. 
Tennalirama alone did not bring his colt The 
Rat/ar called him nnd nsked “Wby have 

von not bronght •Nour animal?" And he replied 
“ No one can approach and catch hold of 
mj’ colt If jon will give me the help of 
the best of tho Muhammadans ander yon, I Bhall 
go and fetch ray colt." And the Rayai gave 

him the desired help The Mnhammadan chosen 
for this dnty had a slendcr beard one cnbit 
long The jester took him to where the colt 
•n-as and asked him to look at lt through the gap. 
The Mnhammadan did so, tbrustmg bis face in the 
gap The colt thonght that grass was being offered 
to it, and, bonnding suddenly, caught hold of the 
Mnhammndan’s beard. 

The Mnhammadan began to cry alond " Allah ! 
Allah ! ” Tennalirama ran to tbo Rayar at once 
and said “ The colt has caught hold of your 
Mnhammadan and vrill not leave him off the poor 
man is crymg piteonsly ” The Rayai went to the 
spot and snw how,tho colt had canght hold of the 
Mnbammadan’s beard, and how the poor man 
strnggled with pain Wben the wall was pnlled 
down, tbe beard was easily released , bntwhatwas 
the Rayai 's astonishment to see that the colt that 
had cauéed so mach tronble was scarcely able to 
stand on its legs! It was plain that Tennalirama 
'had not been feedmg tbe animal properly, and 



10 


INDIAN TALES 


the Rayar demanded sternly which way the- 
monthh allowance had gone But Tennalirama 
knevr bow to answer readilj, “ You soe bow tra- 

manageable the colt is, even when so 6pari6glv 
fed jour strongest Mnhnmmadan is nnable to 
control lt If lt. shonld be well fed, I wonder whoru 
jon eau find to keep and drive it ” The audncitj* 
of the answer astonished the Rcn/ai out of his 
anger, and he and the others langhed till they 
neaily split their 6ides 


tiii 

rEARIXG A KITTEX 


TtHE Royai gave to each honseholder m his towc 
**■ a kitten and a cow, and ordered that the kitten 
shonld be reared on the nnlk of the cow Lihe others, 
Tennalirama received a cow and a kitten All 
the lionseholders milhed their cows and gave the 
whole yield to their kittens Bnt Tennalirama, 
on the verj first daj, milked his cow and pineed 
it boiling hot nenr the kitten It eagerlj lappe'd 
the milk and was scalded From that dav foiwnrd, 
all the kitten nsed to rnn nwnv the moment it saw 
nll the milk Tennalirama then consumcd the entire 
milk of the cow which had been intended for 

the 1 ltten After some davs, the Rayai ordered 

all tue hittens to be brought that he raigkt see 
them And of all the kittens, Tennalirama's alone 
r 1 « verv lean It nppeared to be almost djing 

IIov is it that this kitten is so Ienn 0 ’’ asked 

the Rct/ar ' It runs nwnv at sight of milk , 

vhrt c<m I do > ” s.nd Tennalirama The Rnyo) 

at onee ordered some milk to be offered to it 

in his pre=ence And vhen it saw the milk, li 
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became afraid and rnn nwny The Rayai ordered 
it to be caught, and on evaminmg it, he saw tbat 
its tongne bad been scalded Bot be was piensed 
witl? tbe joke, and laugbed as be said “ Tbere 
is a proverb which 6 a^s tbat tbo soalded cat 
never approacbes even cold water Even so, 30 a 
have once placed bot nulk before it and made it 
dread the ven Right of mult." 


IX 

A GR HAT DOCTOR OF SCIENCES OVERTIIROWN 


il NB åtiy a learned man named Vidyasagaia? 
v versed in several science6 t came to the 
conrt of the Rayai. The learned men in the 
Rayai's court grew an\ious abont their fnture 
position in the conrt, and epoke to Tennalirama * 
“Tbere ie a \nst difference between his pioficienoy 
and our proflciencv If he conquers ns m debate, 
it vrill be a great ebame to all of ns, and the 
Rayai will tbon send us away What shall we 
do*?" Tennalirama eaid "You need not fear. 
I shall contnve somo means to foil bim ” 

Then, on a certam day, that learned man— 
Vidyasagaia —came to Rayai's conrt for a 
deputation. Tennalirama bad previously made np 
a bnndle of the dned twigs of the sesamum 
plant arranged in the sbape of a palm-leaf book, 
and he had tied this book with the rope wbich 
ip generally used m tethenng bnffaloes This 
volnmo he had tied np m a piece of olobh. 
With this bnndle, he came and ^at before the 


Tho ocean of knowledge. 
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great doctor of all soiences On speing thø 
(supposed) volnme, the doctor asked “ What is 
the name of this book ? ” And Tennalirama Baid 
"this is the book named Scsamum-twig-d) icd- 
buffalo-bandagc On heanng jt, the doctor was 
much perplexed and thought to himself “"WTiat' 
after havmg mastered so manv soiences, it is a 
wonder that I have not even heard of tbo name 
of this book ” While he was thns lost in 
thinkmg, Tennalirama asked the pandit “Yon 
bear the reputation of being well versed m all 
the soiences Have yon never oome across 
this great science?” To this he replied “I shall 
answer yon to-morrow ”, and went away to tho 
house where he was temporanly staying He 
considered the matter long and anxionsly, and, 
at last, came to a decision " I am not able to 
understand even the title of the book How, 

then, can I know the snbjeots treated of m it? 
I mast needs mcar shame lf I continue to stav 
here ” So arguing, he ran away from tho placo 
in the morning long before the day dawned 
And when the Rayai heard that the great doctor 
of all Sciences had decamped even withont takmg 
formal leave of him, he sent for Tennalirama 

and asked him how he had put that great 

doctor to flight The jester said By meauB of 

this book— Scsamum-twig-ducd-buffalo bandage 

“Untie the book,” said the Ttayar He did 
so And wbeu the Rayar saw that dried 
sesamum twigs were tied up by the rope used 
for tjing up buffaloes, he understood the meaning 
of tho several words and laughed saymg “ I see, 
it was by a combmation of these wordB that yon 
contnved to send away the pandit ” 
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X 

A H RE^TLER DECK!VED 


FHERE was u wrestler named Afcis’ura He 
had conquered tho wrestlers of vanouB conrfcB 
and cnrae to the kmgdom of the Uayai with 
raanj badges of hononr. All the wrestlers in the 
kingdora of the Iiat/at took alarm and wore m 
a fix Tcnnaliraraa saw this and asked them 
why they were bo dispinted. They said “ Up 
to this time we have beon living onder thiB 
Mabarnja with respect Now the time has 
come for ns when wc sball lose our position and 
even our mcan6 of livelihood A wrostler has 
come to redace ns to tbie position. What shall 
we do ? ” Tennnlirama Baid “ Have no fear. 
Give me all your badges and follow me as yonr 
cbief." He then pot on all tho badges, and 
assuming the name of Yirakesari, + took up his 
position with his followers m a tent oppoBite to- 
that of Atifi’ura. Tbat wreatler thougbt withm 
himself “ This cbief seerne to be a formidable 
rival. Let me first of all know my man. So he 
sent word to Yirakesari that he had come to Bee ” 
him. And Tennalirama sent back tbe following 
meseage “ You need not come here now You 
can make known your buBiness in the Rayai's 
presence to-morrow" Atia’ura, on hearmg this, 
was much shaken, thinking “ What sort of a wrestler 
may he be ?" Ne\t day, tbo Rayar permitted 
Atis’ura and Yirakesari to wrestle in his presenoe. 
Then Virakesan asked Atis’ura "Ib your method' 
of wreBtling tho scientifio method or the phyeical- 
force method ? ” Atis’ura replied “ It is the 
scientific method.” And then Yirakesari Baid. 


* Atis’ura = tho moet valoroue 
f Lion m vnlour. 
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“I shall 8how yon some signs of the soientifio 
method of wresthng If yon esplam what those signs 
meao, I shall deem lt proper to wrestle with yon." 
Atis’nra said Let lt be so ” Therenpon, Virakésari 
jomed together the three fingers of Atis’nra’s 
hånd, and hit his own chest with them, placed his 
adversarj’s palms extended on his own shonlders, 
deBcnbed a circle ronnd his neok I with the front 
finger, showed his right palm hangmg npside down 
up to the hip, J and waved his left fist § The 
wrestler saw these signs bnt conld make notbmg 
of them He thonght over all the signs that hø 
had learnt in wresthng, bnt m vnm Havmg 
waited for some time, Tennahrama snatched from 
him all the badges whioh he had acqmred in 
othor places and, beatmg his victorions drnm, 
entered his tent The next dav, the Raija) 
asked “ Tennahrama 1 What is the meanmg of 
those signs which yon displayed yestorday ? ’’ And 
Tennahrama, showing those signs again, explamed 
" Atis’nra 1 If I approach yon, yon will pierco mo 
with yonr dagger in my chest * and kill me I 
shall then drop down stretched on the gronnd 
with my face npwards Then who will proteot 
my wife and child ”|| On heanng this, the Raija) 
langhed heartily 


t Descnbmg n circlo round tho ncck rncans a wifo in 
tho lnngungo of tho donf ond dumb omong tho Hindu 1 *, m 
a woroan becomcs wifo by tho mamago badgo or talt 
boing tiod b\ tho husband round hor ncck 

1 Tho symbol of tho right pnlm* auspcndcd up to tho 
lup indicates child bj tbo heiglit from tlio ground 
t Waving tho loft fist is qucstioning 

“ This wai whnt tho jcstor mcant whon ho joincd 
together tho throo fingors of Atis’ura’s hånd nnd dirccted 
tliom ngainst his own chest 

] This wns what Tennahrama indicated whon ho brought 
on his own shouldors tho extended palms of Atis’ura 




1G IKDIAK TALES 

the Brahman Street There he kindled a fire in 
a sacnficial pit, and performed certam rites over 
lt vrith the assistance o£ fonr Brahman pnests 
Then be cansed the dog to be hathed, notvith- 
standing its nnhearahle barkmg, and draeged lt 
stmgghng and yelhng piteonsly ronnd the sacred 
fire Again, he cansed the dog to be dipped in 
vater and again, he dragged lt ronnd the fire, 
vhile the poor animal kept hovhng incessantiv. 
"While he vas tbns engaged, the J ?ayar came np 
and a=ked ' "VThy do von treat tbis dog tbns'’" 

, Tennalirama rephed, “ I intend making this black 
dog a vhite one ” The Payar called him a mad 
man and bade him desist from the lmposeible 
attempt Tennalirama promptlv rephed “ If a 
barber can hecome a Brahman, vh\ cannot a 
black dog hecome a vhite dog 1 ” The Payar 
felt that tbe reboke vas jnet, and retnmed to 
the palace vithout going to the Brahman strcet, 
vrhere there vas great rejoicing 

XII 

CAUTEPIS1TIOX OF Dr AH MAX S 

\AjHEN the mother of the Payar vrås abont to 
■* die, she desired to eat a mango frmt, bnt 
before lt vas hronght, she evpircd The Payar 
vrås very grieved tbat he conld not fnlGl the 
last vishes of his mother, and sending for some 
Brahmans, he said to them —“ My mother set 
her heart on a mango frait, bnt died before lt vnc 
given her By vrhat means can I appease her Fonl 0 " 
To this, they replied —“ If yon raake mnngo frmt« 
of gold and present them to Brahmans on the 
occasion of the annnal ceremony of yonr mother 
her sonl vrill be pacificd" The Payar beheved 
lt and presented tbe Brahmans vrith mangoes 
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mnif of {told Xoxt duv, Tonnnlirntimn mvifod 
lo lue hnm-o nll thopo Brnbmnnfl '\ho hnd roroned 
tbo /.'?vr» t t*1 «nunn llint tbo nnntml coromonv 
of mothor v,op to bo oolobrntod in his hotiBp 
Thfro bo bolind tbo lmndlo of nn iron ludlo nnd 
c.i’Uorit-rd tbo jirt*.' 1 ' Thov v.otil tn\nj vopjnnft. 
nnd roport-nl Ibo mnttor to tbo Hat/at Tho Jiat/nt 
pen*, for Tonnnhromn nnd mud. ” Wh> did >ou do 
tbic ontrnroo«« »ri 0 ** Ilo Bind " M> inolbor in 
brr laet mnnonls puftonnp from comnlBionR 
C-uiiommp wno rornmmomlod But beforo tbo 
hot hnndto of tho iron ludlo could bo bronphl, 
fbo rspirrd Tn apponsp hor joul, I nclod in 
tb.p nnnnrr" On lu-mor this OTplnnntion, tlic 
I.'i roi Iruiftbcu Ion« und loud 


TALES OF MARIADA RAHAH 

ll\ 

MR P- RAMACHANDRA RAO 


[Tt' Toke of Martnda Ilamnn rixat thotr of T etuialt Ila man 
\n inUret and pupulnrify Thr morr atnuttng Klonet ara 
prtt’oUd in (Air cottf'hon Marinda Ilatnan uae calted to 
ttr litneb ly a rnort fortuttou* cireutmtancc, but hr ujiheld 
thr dx'tnxty uf Air tjff r, tnth rorr virttom II tirlhrr ettch a 
prerhyt/ uf judt'xal and drtrrtixr acurnni, ae te tlcptclrrl tn 
Marinda Ilatnan, really rsirtrd or tchrthrr thr rltaractrr tt 
embj ih' crmtxon of a lurunant bravt, (tf r Sxr Oonan Jjot/lr'e 
f'iiri'i/^Cir IfoLin h, ‘deponent rayeth not," but the talen 
’t til hr fnutul to dtrplay, on the part of thr hero, xlltmUable 
rrtour" in thr art of drtcrtion, a profound in/nyht tnto 
human naturr, and a rrmarlable prrepicacxly t» the un- 
rat rihug of trutti Thexj arr alro not dcioxd of mtrrrnt ae 
ofjorduiy thr fornyn render a pcep tnto thi m ner lif c and 
cut tome of the Ilxndue in Southern India,] 
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I 

THE THIEVES OUT-WITTED 


\ GANG of fonr thieves in the Chola conntry, 
boarding for the time at an old woman’s 
house, one day, entrnsted her with the safe 
cnstody of a eealed brass pot containing their 
plnnder, with atriet mjnnctions that it was only 
to be retnrned on the joint demand of all fonr 
of them One morning, aa the thieves were seated 
on the verandah of a honae near by, a bntter- 
milk seiler pasaed along the Street and, wishing 
to have a drink of the bntter-milk, they sent 
the jonngest of them to fetoh a vessel from the 
boardmg-honBe woman The yonng thief saw hia 
opportumty in this, and, entenng the honso, 
mformed the old lady that hiB compamona had 
asked him to fetoh the bra9s pot left with her 
She, bon over, demnrred to this, and referred to 
the original nnderstanding, npon whioh the aroh- 
rogne referred her to his frtends seated ontsido 
She ahonted oat to them asking lf Bbe might 
deliver the pot to their messenger, and they, 
thinking only of a pot they had sent him fdr, 
ahonted back a reply in the affirmative The 
safe deposit was accordingly retnrned, and the 
messenger disappeared with it throngh the 

backdoor of the bonse The remnimng three, 
aftor waiting in vain for the rotnrn of thoir 
compamon with the vessel, entered the honso, 
and were thnnder-strnck on learnmg what had 
actnally happened Resolved, however, to mako 
the old lady pay for their own folly, they 
dragged her bofore the City Jndgo who, nftor 
dno enqniry, prononneed jadgmont in favonr of 
the thieves As the nnfortnnato woman was 
retarning home, londly bewaihng her miafortnno 
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II 

THE CHILD MURDERESS DETECTED 


^ffARIÅDA. Raman’s father, \vhen ho heard of 
***■ his son's bonours and appointment at court, 
was not qmte pleased at bis good fortone To 
him, lt seemed that the office of a Jndge was no 
empty honoar, mvolvmg, as lt did, tho siftmg of 
truth from a ma68 of falsehood He, therefore, 
did his hest to persnade his 6on to rehnqnish the 
office as, in his opinion, the Jndge who gave an 
erroneous or unjust verdict was guilty of hemons 
sm ilariada Ratnan, however, did not agreo with 
his father’s view, and declared that God had 
endotted him with a keenness of perception and 
visdom sufficient to deteot the hårdest case, and 
•that, noting to tho hest of his talents and placmg 
his trnst on Heavenly gnidance, he feared not oither 
going wrong or incnrring sm Seemg that his son 
was firm in his resolve, the father reeigned him 
to bis fate and dccidod to betako himself to tho 
hfo of wanderor, so tbat ho might not bo on tho 
spot to hoar tho enes of the litigants who might 
nnjnstly lose their canses bj the mistakeB of his 
son, and that he might not be a participator in 
his sin bj associating with him 

He, accordinglj, loft the house, ono daj, 
witbout the knov-Iedgo of his son, and arrived, 
towards nightfall, at a neighbouring village, whoro 
he laid himself do’vn to rest on the verandnh of a 
honso from vrhicb tho mastor vrås nbsent Now, 
it so happened tbat tho mvner of tho house had 
twn vi ve« and a child bj tho jotingcr of thom, 
and that the latter vrås not verj faithfnl to hor 
husband She avoke at midnight, vhen her infant 
nnd her co vrife vore both fast nsleep, and oponing 
the door, admitted her paramour into the house 
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Snddnnly, tb c bcurd hor hibv pot up n ery, and 
for foir thai Um bmi'-ohold miRht bo awnkoncd 
and bor quilt umroxcred. tbo urclchod woman 
nndf rio fornplo to pi!om.o it*? crics b\ pqneo/inR 
it« nork Ui\inq lo* hor nndniqht usilor depart, 
c bo immodmtnlv bopan n mo«t pioromft lamontation 
for tbo deifh of hor child, which pbe uttnbnted 
to tbo firfl v, jfo 

The oiTicorpof tbo luv nccordmpb tooh up 
tbo parties tn Marmdn Ramnn, and, thithor nleo, 
bis fnther follo.\od ihom in diRquiPO Ilo had 
boon nwake nll niqht, and had Jtnov. n tho roal 
facit of tho tv o Ile. thoroforo, said to 
bmv-clf. ' I phnll fco hov. m> pon ncqnilB 
lmn-mlf in thip emo, for if he cnocoodR in 
difooi orinq tho trulh of thm nfinii, bo may nell 
bc tnif-tod to olncidalo tho mast intricatc rmslorj ” 

On hoarinR tho partiop, Mnrmdn Ramnn was 
nn'ibb« lo mnko up hin mind as to tbo real 
antlior of this ohi!d*mnrdor Tlio pccond -wifo 
porPiPlJ’d in obarpinq tho firsl wifo wilh tho 
murder *\hile tho Ialt or protest od hor innoconco. 
Tim former doclarod tlmt hbo horficlf had soen tho 
enme perpotratod but had no wilnossos, and tho 
lofter had nobody lo %onch for her innoconco but 
bor o/.n porfiifitent protefilalion 

Mnriada Raman mwardly prayed to God for 
guidance in tbo matter, and after a short delibora- 
tion, åirpr led tho L” o u ornen, neerificr and acensed, 
to ro round tlio as*,f>mbij Ihroo times, quito nalcod, 
ropottmrj their alorie-; No hooner did tho junior 
v.ife. tho real nilpnl, hear tho words than sbo 
made ready to ptrip herself naked, but tho eldor 
doclarod tlmt, radier Ihan thns exposo beraolf 
to plmme, obo v/ns ready to admit that sho had 
committod tho (rime Mariada Ruman wns 
eotipfied, from Ihcir respcctivo bobaviour, that 
tho second v,ife ,/as tbo real murderoBS of hor 
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child, and began to mterrogate her "with encb 
success that he forced her to confess her gnilt 
and falsehood, and she wns accordinglj eentenced 
to be hanged ‘ 

Harmda Raman’s father was so dehghted at 
his son's sharpness, that he threw ofi. his diegmse, 
ivent np to him and declared that he was over 
joyed to find how well he deserved the hononr 
and position conferred on him by the Kmg, and 
that, hencefortb, he bad no donbt of his acquit- 
ting himself creditably m his ofiice He assnred 
him also that he had hnown of the occnrrenees 
of the previons mght, and that the real cnlprit 
■was the nnchaste wife, as Mariada Raman had 
so cleverlr fonnd out 


III 

THE COTTOX MEErHAETS AED TIIEIE PET CAT 


fc'OUR partners, who dealt in cotton hales, 
brought np a cat whieh served to heep ratE 
off their goods They treated their pet hitten 
with so much fondness, that, havmg apportioncd 
its fonr legs among themselves, each loaded his 
own leg of the cat vith costlj golden anhlets 
and other valoable jewels One daj, the cat 
happened to bort one of its legs, and ite owner 
accordmgh bandaged the wonnded lirnb vrith a 
rag soahed in oil When the cat approached the 
hearth, its bandage caught fire, and ns it limped 
and jnmped aboot hither and thither, in great 
pain, the whole stoch of cotton bales m tlie 
joint godovn canght fire and v.ns completely 
destrojed The ovrner of the v-oonded leg was 
therenpon saed b> the other three partners for 
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ånmnpcc. on tbe pronnd tlmt it wns tbe vronnded 
leg tbnt bnd emiFod Ibo conflnRrntion of tbe 
cotton. Marmdn Hnmnn, beforo v\bom tbe canec 
cnnle np, Knov. tlmt tbe unfortnnalc defondant 
vn*- nol ronllj to blnme nu be bnd lnlondcd 
notbinp ovjI. nnd tbnl tbe plnintiffs vero prefer* 
ring n frivolonp clmm npainpt him Ho, tberoforo, 
pave ri d^erro v.berrlu be diroctod tbnt tbe 
t'irre partner*. vilio ov. ned tbe t-ound lepn shonld 
ml,i gnod to tbe ovner of tbe v, minded Icr, 
tbe dcfrndnnl, one qimrter of tbe \nlnc of tbe 
cot'on b iIor doFtro\od. beeuupc it wns tbe found 
leg*; i.hirh lind bejprd tbe ent to pimp nbout 
nnd Mt fir<' ta tbe rotton bulen 


IV 

TU mi Ti trrrur TlJItll 1 HAS 


l'VTO dnirj women Ii%cd m opposile bouses, one 
^ of v.bom ov. ned only tv,o coi\b, vhilo the 
otbcr v.jk«? miFtroFs of ten times that numbor. 
Tbe latter, \.ho v,ns v.antinp m tbrift, borrowod 
fvro pounds of pbee from tbe former vritb a 
promipc to rclnrn ft v.ithm a epccificd time, 
but -’.ben the day arm cd and sbe vns pressed 
to return tbo lonn, pbe repndintcd tbe transaction 
altoRotber. 

Mariada Haman lienrd tbe case. The plaintiff 
bnd no v.'itnepRGB, vhilo tbe defendant snpported 
her piea on tbe gronnd tbnt sbo vns far richor 
tban the plaintiff, and tbnt the nlleged loan was 
ridiculoufl on tbo face of it. 

Mnrinda Human bade tho parties attond on 
tbe folloving day, and, in the meantimo, cauaod 
n mir> poddlc to be made right across tbo way 
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to the Court-house, so thRt anyone arnving thero 
most needs wade through lt 

On the parties appenrmg befare him, next day, 
with their legs besmeared knee-deep with mud, 
Marmda Raman caused the women to be supphed 
vrith two vesselB full of wRter, and of evactly equal 
capacity, and ordered them to wnsh their legs 
before entering the Conrt The plamtiff, after 
removing all vestiges of mud from her legs, bad 
still balf a pot of water left, while thø defendant 
had U6ed up all her water, and still one of her 
legs was dirty Marmda Raman nghtly coucluded 
from this, that the defendant was a thriftless 
woman, and that the piea of wealtb was un- 
tenable She had doubtless borrowed the gbeo 
as alleged by the plamtiff, and bo decrecd its 
immediate restoration 


V 

THE FALSE T TITNESSES EXPOSED 


fik CERTAIN person, nbont to start on a distant 
pilgrimage to Benares and otber boly places, 
deposited with a morebant for safe custodi, dnring 
his rbsence, a valuablo rubj, which he did not 
carc cither to leave at home, or to earrj on his 
person On lus return from pilgrimage, Forne 
four irars later, bo claimed lus nib\ tuu k from 
the mnrebant, but tbe latter, wishing to appropriato 
the jov-el to himself, replied tbat be alreadj 
returned the rnb\ tn tbe presenco of three 
witnessøs, and to support him in bis falscbood, 
bo bired his own washermau, barber, and potter, 
v-ho wrrø under obligations to him, and who wero 
prepared to support him through thich and thin 
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who sent for the debtor nnd questioned kim. 
The latter derned ever having borrowed monej, or 
executed n hond, or torn it ns nlleged Disrmssing 
the parties for the day, Mnriada Raman sent* for 
the ereditor and, privatelj, ashed him ahout the 
size of the hond alleged to have heen destro\ed 
The latter, speahing the trntb, said it was about 
a spån long, npon which Mariada Ramnn advised 
him to sn\, when agam qnestioned in the presenco 
of the debtor on the following daj, that it was 
a cubit in length The following daj, accordinglj, 
in the presence of the dofendant, Mariada Eaman, 
after caotioning the plaintifT to speak the truth, 
ashed him to specify the exact size of the bond The 
plaintiff declarcd that it was a cnhit in length, 
when the debtor, in an nngnarded moment, blurted 
ont that it was an a9tonnding lie, for in faet, 
the bond was onlj a spån in length, and addod 
that a person who conld speak snch an audacioas 
falsehood in a conrt of jnstice, was not entitled 
to be heard Tbis was exaotlj what Mariada 
Eaman had wished to elicit from the husbandman, 
and being satisfied that his denials wero grosBlj 
nntrue, he directed him to return tho amount 
borrow ed'fortbwith with interest, and also awarded 
him fitting punishment for the mischicf and 
perjnn committed bj him 


YII ' 

Ii:oy FA TIS G PATS icraui MAX PAT IS O KITLS 

fl IIAEDWAEE merchant, who had occasion 
to go nbroad, loft his stoch-in tråde in 
charge of a friend, but, on claiming it on his 
return, was met with the replj that a colonj 
of rats had invaded the store, and eaten up all 
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the iron He nccordinglj complained to Mariada 
Haman, who put him up to a trick of the 
same kind as his fnend had plnyed upon him. 
The result was that the merckant, apparently, 
resumed friendly relations wtth him, and, one 
festival day, mvited his opponent's son home to 
participate in the merrj-making He, however, 
failed to serid back the bo>, as piomised, but 
concealed him somewkerc, and on being questioned 
by his friend, rephed tbat as he was bringing 
the lad home, a kite had pouncod npon him and 
carned him off The father, in his turn, mvoked 
the aid of Manada Raman, who beard both 
parties, and after soverely admomshing them for 
the patent falsehood of their amazing assertions, 
direeted that oach of them should forthwith 
return the otber's property on pam of being 
incarcerated for perjury 


VIII 

TUL PEARLS RLCO\ LRLD 

\ CERTAIN merchant who had two costly 
pearls worth a thousaDd rupees eacb, whon 
proceeding on a jonrney, entrusted the pearls to 
his neigbbour to bo returned to him when he 
came back. On his return, he elaimed his 
deposit, but his neighbour, taking advantage of 
the faet that there were no witnesses to the 
transaction, denied that he had ever been 
entrusted with any pearls Manada Raman, after 
examimng both the parties, and keenly observmg 
their demeanour, came to the conolusion tbat the 
case rvas true as represented by the plamtiff, but 
to make assurance doubly sure, he deferred 
judgment for a few days. Meanwhile, he 
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acqnamted himself from the plaintiff’s deposition 
wifch the exact size and appearance of his pearls 
He then obtained mnety-eight pearls of the samo 
qunlity, size and appearance which he pasted 
throngh an old worn-ont string, and sent for the 
defendant, to whom he handed „them with a 
reqnest to have them re-strnng on a new silken 
cord As he did so, he told him he had overy 
confidence in his integrity and that he trnsted 
he woold return the entire 100 intact Tho 
defendant, who felt hononred by this mark of 
confidence, cheerfolly nndertook to do so, but on 
coming home and conntmg the pearls he fonnd 
only 98 Imaginmg that the missing ones mnsb 
have been lost on the way, and fenring an 
nnfavonrable verdict in the merchant’s snit lf he 
reported the deficiency, he qnietlj snbstitutod the 
pearls he had robbed the merchant of, and 
retnrned a string of 100 pearls to Mariada 
Kaman 'When the Jndge fonnd bis snspicionB 
confirmed, he pnssed suitable sentence on tho 
defendant 


IX 

THE PING ItrSTOIiED 


& CERTAIN person, on pretence of having to 
* show him«clf off beforo his relations, borrowed 
a golden ring of a friend, bnt never cared to retnrn 
it The owner a few davs later, nsked for its 
retnrn, when the man, who had borrowed it, 
repndiated tho loan point blank, and ronndly 
dononnced him ns a liar The owncr, then, took 
tlie mattor to Mariada Kaman, vho snmmoned 
and qnr^tioned the borrower, bnt the latter 
charnctoj-med it es a most sliamelocq and impndont 
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claim. As there was no witness on either side, 
Marmda Eaman sent for n third person to teBt 
and weigh the gold, snvrag, as be handed him 
the ring, that he (Manada Eaman) would, 
nnder the circnmstances, divido the Aalue of the 
ring equally betvreen the rival claimants He, 
however, Crst look care to con\ey a secret hint 
to the mediator to take away as ranch gold as 
he conld in the process of testing it on the 
tonehstone, and to under-estimnte both its qnnliby 
and value, and he sent a man along with the 
parties, to ohservo wbat occurred As the mediator 
was transferring the gold from the ring to the 
touchstone, the real owner kept protesting againsb 
this, when he heard f tbe qnality and valne nnder- 
estimated, be fairly broke down, and began to 
weep, while the borrower remained mnte, and quite 
nnconcerned, all the while. Upon tbeir respective 
demeanonrs bemg reported to Mariada Eaman, he 
at once fonnd ont the cnlpnt, and restorod his 
ring to the complainant Herein was verified the 
sajing, that ill-gotten gold has neither qnality 
nor valne 


X 

THE FO WL THI EF BETRAYS HERSICLF 


yiWQMAW’R fowl was stolen by her neighbonr, 
who canght it on its straying into her 
honse, and immediately cooked and made a meal 
of it. The owner had seen the hird enter the 
honse of her neighbonr, and qnestioned her about 
it, bnt the cnlpnt swore, by all the gods of the 
World, that she had never set eyes on it. The 
owner, tberenpon, complained to Mariada Eaman, bnt 
the thief persisted m her protestation of innocence. 
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Ab there was no evidence, Mariada Eaman dismissed 
the parties home He was, however, determined 
npon gettmg at the root of the matter, and hit 
npon a piece of actmg which wonld throw the 
thief off her gaard, lf thief she was, as he more 
than half 6nspected Jnst as the two women 
were leaving the Conrt, Mariada Eaman m a voico 
lond enongh to be heard by them, addressed the 
followmg words to those present in Conrt “ Has 
there ever been seen snch impndence on the part 
of a woman, who after stenhug her neighbonr’s 
fowl, has the effrontery to appear in Conrt 
actnally with a feather of the fowl sticking on 
her head, and then to deny all knowledge of the 
crimo impnted to her 9 ” This game of blnfT, 
fortnnately. met with snccess, for as soon as the 
words reached her ears, the stupid thief fell 
headlong into the snare set for her, and imagining 
that she had heen detected, at once, passed her 
hånd over her head to see lf the fowl’s feather 
was stickmg to lt This was enongh for Mariada 
Eaman, who at once conclnded that she had 
appropriated the stray fowl, nnd snhjecting her 
to a close interrogation, forced the trnth from 
her own bps 


XI 

THE EPOKEN CROCKERY SET OFF AOAINST 
THE DEAD ELEPHANT 


\ GENTLEMAN who desired to condnct tho 
weddmg procession of his son with snitable 
splendonr, borrowed, from a Mnssalman, an elepbnnt 
to accompany tho procession Doring tho progress 
of the procession, the elephfint died all of a sndden 
throngh some nnknown canso The borrower, at 
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THE CATTLE THI EF DETECTED 


ti VTO cov-herds had thelr cattle pens close tc 
•*“ one another, and one of tbem, vbo had 
ofcen oeeasion to be avay from home, ased to 
re'inest the otber to look after bis herd daring 
bis absence On one of these oceasions, the 
res.dent cov-berd took adrantage of tbe otber’s 
absence, and snbstitnted three of bis boll calves 
for tnree of bis neigbbonrs cosrs Some time 
later the absentee’s herd was totally destrojed 
by cattle disease He tben fell npon evil days. 
ras rednced to vant, aDd vrås compelled to lead 
a rrecanons bfe He, oae day, begged tbe otber 
to gire bim some milk to drink. Upon tbe latter 

offermg bim some, he at once declared tbat it 
tasted like tbe milk of his covs, and took tbe 
otber before Hamda Riman Tbe shief, of conrse 
derned tbe charge and eballeoged the complamant 
to nddnce evidence m snpport of bis accnsation 
Asked ho- T - he conld identify his cov from merely 
tastmg lts milk, tbe complainant ansvered tbat 
be had a pecohsrly keen sense of taste, whicli 
enabled bim to make tbe Identification Mariada 
Rimn vho natnrallj desired to test so vrildlj 
improbab’e and incredible a story, and to jndce 
vhctber absolnte reliance conld be placed on the 
plamtiffs vords, adjonrned tbe case for 15 da} s, 
and in tbe meantirae, caosed three seed-plots to 
be r'-rpared v.tb different kinds of manure, namelr, 
co~-dane eheer-done, and rnbbisb, nnd soved a 
crop of greens tbereon TThen the latter vere 
ready to ga^e 1 - he ca^ c od tbem to be cooked 
and ^er’-ed to the rival claimant=, togetber vith 
cnras prepa’ed frora a componnd of cov's milk, 
sbecp’s m.lk and ballalo’s milt The tbief rtc 
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tho food vorncioupl}, and pronounced it cvcollont, 
but tbc real owner turncd up lu6 noso at tbo 
repact, nnd dcclared tbat tbo vepotablos bad boon 
proven with tbroo difToront Kinds of manuro, and 
tbo curds oblained, from throo difToront sorts of 
milk Mnrinda Rnrnnn. finding ihnt Ibo com- 
plnmant did m roahlv pofposs tho oxtrnordinary 
sonso of taste claimod b.\ bim, bopan to question 
tbo tbief in n sonrobinp roannor, v\hen tbo 
latter nt last confossod bis puilt and roconod 
bis duo tnoed of punisbinont Hero wns an 
illustration of tbo sajiDg tbat, eooner or later, 
morder v.ill bo out 


TALES OF RAJA BIRBAL 

nr 

R. KULASEKHARAM, BA, L T. 


f The tiarnc of Di rial tt at famaut tn Xor tit cm India an 
ti,at of Tcnnalt Jlama tt tn the South Jhrlal nat a great 
tril and rourh'r An account of hin hfc tt to Ir found tn 
the “ Atn I.Al bar, " of Alu! Fat! llaja linbal trat a Brahman 
Bhat or mtnetrel Accordtng to Jladaun i, hc camc soon efter 
Albar't accession from lialpt to cotirl tcitere Ina bon mots tn 
a thort lime made hun a general faiourttc Ihn lltndt 
icrect terre alto tinicli hird, and Al.bar eonferred on hwt 
the title of Kat Bat or (Huldt/) Bort Laurratc, and had 
htm conrlanibj ncar huneclf Ile trat often employed tn 
pohtical muttone Ile accompamcd Al bar on hit foreed 
march lo Palna and Ahrncdabad Ile tpent hit time chtcfly 
al conrt In hti 3Bh ycar, hc tcas atled to march agatnsl 
the Yvsvfzatt in Jlajot/tr and Sirat where hc fcll tmih lut 
h,000 ALbar fcll the lott very Lccnly all through hit Itfc 
Il is nol raty to ctlunatc the »hare trind, Birbal had tn 
the rrltgtout ciolution of Albar’t mind There arc scvcral 
rtmall bool t contaxmng the co called tlortct of Birbal tn 
Urdu, and the othrr languaget of Northern India. The 
folloving art a ecleclion of tome of the more mtcrcsHng 
tlortte. 

3 
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THE EARLT HISTORT OF BIRBAL 

/kBDUIi Khadir Badanni, Abul Fazlt and 
Moulana Azath are the three writers who 
furmsh ub with information regarding Birbal, tho 
greatest wit at Akbar’e conrt The first two have 
recorded only fragmentB of hi8 life in the Padsha’s 
conrt The third has written a somewhat 

complote acconnt of the hfe and doings of tho 
Baja, and we are indebted to it for much of 
onr information regarding Birbal 

Birbal was born m 1541 AD in an lnsigmfi- 
cant village known as Marjal on the banks of 
the river Godavan He was born m a pious 
Brahman family of the Snrber seot The lad was 
hardly fonr years old when his father was taken 
away by the crnel hånd of death There aro 
conflicting nccoants as to his early life Moulana 
Azath, relving on some authorities, gives tho 
original name of the hero as Hesh Das and 
considers him to have been a Brahman of tho 
Bhat sect Abdul Khadir agrees with this wntcr 
m regarding Birbal as a Brahman, but differs as 
to tho original name and place of birth 
According to him, the name was Brahm Das 
and the place of birth Kalpi The death of tho 

* Badnum was an orthodo'v Muhnmmodnn histormn. Ho 
was n \ery remarkable man 

Under instnictions from Akbar, ho translatcd tho 
P^vmnjana from lts original Sanskrit into Persian, as well 
ns part of tho Mnbabhnmta His chiof historien! work is 
TariV h i Bndnuni or Annals of Badauni It is o i ory 
favourito book witli bigoted Muhammndnns who disliked 
the innoiations of Akbar “Akbar "by G B Jlnlle^on, c s i 
f Fnizi and Abul Fazl woro brothers Thoj wero two 
lenrned men who enjoycd \ery mtimato fnendship with 
Akbnr They possessed tho nnmo eclectic spint in religion 
os Akbnr 
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\iatbor Kali Das told severely on tho poor mother 
vrho soon followed her husband. Birbnl had two 
brothers the elder brother Moban Ram died m 
ånfancy, nnd the yonnger Ganga Ram ronounced 
the world and went to the forestR of Nepal to 
lend the life of a reclnse Then Birbal, who had 
heen loft belpless, had to bc tnkcn caro of by 
his fathcr’s relntnop But fate was not relentlesB 
The chief pandit of the State of Kalmjar gave 
his danghler in mnrnnge to hun Ile now hved 
a life of aftlnence and ca^e at lus father-in-law’s 
honse The fi\ther-m lav* died soon after, and 
Birbal was mode the chief pandit of the State. 
The nevr pandit dislingui*-hcd himsclf so mucb 
tbat, before long. his farne apread beyond tho 
confines of tbe small State 


ni ti b i//s i.\ TitonucTJON jxto Tin ; 

r oi UT Ol AK 11 tit 


’ThBRE are diffcront acconnts as to how Birbal 
came to be introdueed to Akbar’a conrt. 
One acconnt has it tbat bo relimjuishod his poBt 
in Kalmjar, and vrent to Dolhi Hero his loarnmg 
and pjéty lielped Inm to becomo the puiohtt > ' of 
one Ramchand, a very v.ealtbi r man. Bat Birbal’s 
wit conld not be hidden under a bnshel and 
acconnts of his wifc nnd bnmour wore related in 
tbe ba7aars of Delhi Akbnr came to boar of 
Birhal. In his courl, there wore many learnod 
men, but thero was no court fool {.musKhata). 
Birbal was taken to tbe court that he might 
pleaso tho PadRha (Emperor) m hiB loisure hours. 
According to Moulnna Azatb, Akbar and Birbal 
met by somo accident nnd bøcamo friends. Abdul 


Tho family pnoat 
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Khader Badauni writes “ Akbar from the beginning 
bad a likmg for tbe Hindns One da\ bo met tbis 
poor Brahman priest Brahm Das of Kalpi smging 
for alms in the streets of Delhi He took pity 
on bim and Ilked him for his mnsic and wit 
Their acqnaintance gradually grew into intimnte 
friendship ” There is still another account of the 
mtrodnction of Birbal into the conrt of Akbar 
One day. an attandant of tbe Padsha 6erved 
him pansupari "-ith a Jittle too mach of chnnam 
As a resnlt of lt, the Emperor’s month smarted 
He grew angry and ordered tbe Rttendant to go 
and purchase from the baz^ar a qnarter of a measnre 
of chnnam The servant, when he went to the 
bazaar, met Birbal there 

The latter, who was mqnisitire by natnre, 
asked him why he reqmred so mach chnnam 
The servant narratea to him what had happened 
^Vbereon, Birbal warned him that tbe chnnam 
vrhicb he vas bnjiug was meant to be nsed bj 
the angry tnonarcb to bring abont his destrnction 
He fnrtber advised tbe servant to boj along with 
lt an eqnat qnantity of ghee and mstrncted him 
to drink the gbee lf be is compelled to consnme 
tbe cbnnan The servant then went to tfie 
Padaha and was ordered b> him to di«solve the 
chnnam in water and drink the solution Tbe 
servant obeyea ont afterwarc* drank the ghee 
"VThen tbe servant appeared agam before the 
Padsha umnjnred, he was asked to explain how 
he managed to snrvive the dranght The servant 
related bo"* be actea up to tbe advice of the 
stranger Akbar wonaered at tbe device adopted, 
and c ent for Birbal ^7hen Birbal came, the 
Padsha receivea him vsry aindh and ordered tlint 
he shonld henceforth be attached to his conrt 

* Betel Laf and nut v-hieh Irdicn« nre in 
of ch-iwcg 


the Ijibit 
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Birbal’s cnltnre and the Ireen sense of bnmonr 
■with which nafcnre had endowed him eminently 
•fifcfced him to play his role m the conrt He was 
well® acqnamted with Urdu hteratnre so mnch bo 
that Akbar soon made him the mahkushora 

(the Poet Lanreate) and paid him two thons- 
and gold mohnra per month The Emperor was 
lavish m the hononrs that he oonferred on him 
The leamed Brahman was the reoipient of bo 
many titles that it is said that one had to 

write at least two lines before one could actnally 
give all his fcitles. Besides all this, the Padsha 
conferred on him also the title of ‘ Raja ’ Indoed, 
Birbal rose eo high in Akbar’s favoni and grew 
so mtimate with him, that many a time the 

preBence of the wib was reqmred even in the 

royal bed-chamber to regale the Emperor, 


I 

BIRBAL'S EARLY BOMOUR 


W HEN Birbal was six years old, he nsed to keep 
company with a mischievous Mnssalman lad 
The two lads once observed a oertain pair of dogs 
playing together The eolom of the bitch was 
black, and might he therefore called ra Urdn, Kali, 
a black one The name of Birbal’s mother was 
also Kali “ Look how Kali plays with the dog,” 
said the Mnssalman lad Thongh Birbal was only 
a j’ouDg child, yet there were mdications of his 
prospective wit He retorted “ In yonr eyes the 
bitch is black, bnt pray ask the dog, she is Nemath 
(a blessing) in his eyes ” Now the mother of the 
Mnhammadan lad was called Nemath, and the 
<rebnke went home to him 
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II 

10 MAKE A LIXE SEOPTEP 


uL FTER a vezations cebate in the conrt, the 
‘ £ ’*‘ Padsha drev a Ime on the fioor and asked his 
conrtiers, vho vere hotir discnssing as to vho 
vrås the -risest among them, to make it shorter 
vnthont rnbhing o 5 a portion of it The conrtiers 
did not knov rrhat to do, and kept silent Tben 
Birbal stood np at once and drev a longer line 
by lts side The kmg and the conrtiers agreed 
tbat the original line vas nov made shorter by 
companson vntb the longer one 


III 

THE SO .V IX L~.IV V, OPSE TEAX THE DOO 

||NE dav Åkbar as’ed Birbal to present before 
" him one of the Ercperor s relations vho vas 
nngrate f nl, and one not related to him bnt vho 
r-as gratefnl to him B rbal agreed to do so and 
bronght to the conrt the Padsbr*’= son-in-Iav and 
a dog The conrtiers thonght tbat it vrås agiin=t 
rnles to tike a dog mto the roval presence Bnt 
objeetioneble a= the procedere vrås, they dared not 
cross Birbal He vent to the kmg straightvay and 
saia “ Tbose rhom Hcncr i vished to see are 
in readine==” 

* Dors bad fceoa bokeo ur:n b- MiAm-m—.acame es enetern 
sdjmL- nr.d tbf s-nr 2 !ur_err meders o r tne pt cn‘ di> s*ill 
remi-d t' eir ce ecco. Akbat cfi ’arr-d to fc-e cban — 

Akbar, by G B 3Iali"=on c s i, Pmmns or IruiA Svans 

It is cinoj to no'c tla- t v t o-t v cdox Hmidus tf Lo-* 
trap 3 ofloolncg at -bixrs a-o . m r t-5-: f-ot of 

T Yotrr 2Io,fc-y 
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"Let ub ece them,” observed Akbar. “ Here 
is the ungratefnl one,” said Birbal pointmg to the 
young man “ Tbongh -*00 gave bim your daughter 
and several lakhs of rupeeF, jet he is not sati6fied 
and epeals ill of jour Mnjesty behmd jour back” 
“ Well,'let ns bave a look at the other,” observed 
tbe Pad^ba trjing to put on a cbeerful face. 
Birbal produced the dop and said, here ib tbe 
prntefnl one Up ib entiefied witb a crust of bread 
and keeps gnard at the door He keeps awake 
vrben tho magter sleeps and sees that no harm 
comes to him ” 


IV 

TIIL MILh' or A IIULLOCK 


i|NCE, tbe Padsba ordcred Birbal to procure 
^ for bim tbe nnlk of a bullock Tbe latter 
aras at hiR vits’ end, and praj ed for a week’s 
time just to put off tbe monarcb’B wrath No 
pooner vrås tbe request made tban lt vraB granted. 
Birbal tben vrent bome, and sat down qmte 
dejecled Hib v,jfc, vrbo was a wise and elever 
ladj, tbougbt that tbe kmg migbt bave propoBed 
Forne riddle vhich be was not able to Bolve She 
approaebed lier bueband and asked bim as to 
vrbat troubled hi6 mind He replied “ The kmg 
bas ordered rne to supply bim with tbe milk of 
a bullock, and hence I am dejected not knowing 
wbal to do " Tbo wjfe smiled and said that it was 
not a difiicult task and tbat ebe would belp him 
“ I Bball, however, lay down one condition,” she 
eaid, “ tbat you don’t leave the houee for one 
week, and Jet me have your company all to 
mjself” 'Birbal was not unwilhng to act ae 
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desired On the seventh day, she decked herself. 
took e bnndle of clothes, and vrenfc to the tank 
opposite to the royal palace to vrash them She 
hegan vrashme the clothes on the steps of c the 
tank The Padsba, vrhen he beheld the hesntifnl 
ladv so richly dressed engaged in snch menial 
T7ork as vrashing clothes, vrondered vrhat conld 
have made her do so, and sent for her And 
on her being bronght to his presence, the Emperor 
observed “ Tell ns, fair lady, vrhat has pnt yon 
to the necessity of washing clothes ” 

“May it piease yonr Majesty,” she ansvered, 
“ My hashand bronght forth a cbild a vreek ago 
onr servant has leffc ns vrithonfc notice I am thns 
pnt to the necessity of having to vash the clothes 
of the confinement-room ” 

"May Allah save ns* "What is the vrorld 
commg to 7 Is there mdeed snch a man 9 ” 

“ The vrorld is certainlv come to a strange 
pass vhen her roler reqmres bis ministers to 
procnre for bim bnllock’s milk” Akbar nnderstood 
that she vr?.s the vnfe of Birhal and sent her 
home with nch presents 


Y 

AKBAP S VAX I TT PEBl KED 


AkBAR’S taste= and faccies constantly nndervrent 
chance= In his last davs, he coneeivod a 
liking for Enropean costnme and nsed to dress 
faimself Iike a vrhite Sahib He vrås fond of 
costly je'-els and alvrays vrore a necklace of 
pearls One evening as he vas vralking along 
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iihe sea-shore, he flang his preoions ornament 
over the waves But no Booner had he done so, 
than he ordered Birbal to fefcch lt baok “ Pray, 
'exoiise me,” rephed the wit, i let it travel on the 
waves, so *tbat it may proclaim thy glory in the 
'land of the 'W’hites,” and the Padsha was silent. 


VI 

THE ILL-OMENED MAN 

>flNCE Akbar asked Birbal, lf he knew of any 
man of ill-omen m Delhi “Yes, I have 
heard of a man in the city,” replied Birbal, “ and 
it is said of him that lf one were to look on 
his face early in the mormng, one would not get 
a orast of bread the whole day ” “ Bnng him 

•here one mormng and we shall try the 
experiment,” said the Emperor ” Birbal brought 
the unlncky man to the Padsba’s palaoe and 
-arranged matters m such a way that he 
was the first person whom the Emperor saw 
after gettmg up from bed It somehow happened 
that the Emperor was so busy that day, engaged 
m the business of the State, that he oould not 
find time to eat till the evemng. He sent for 
Birbal, and ohserved, “ The man is undoubtedly 
of very ill-omen, let him, therefore, be hanged ” 
Birbal replied, “ O kmg of kings, beoause you 
saw his faoe in the mormng, you oould not find 
time to eat, but he is to be hanged beoause he 
looked on your Mn]eBty’s face Now, pray, deoide 
who is the more lll-omened person ” Akbar saw 
the unwisdom of his order, and aooordmgly 
remitted the sentenoe. 


* With all his liberality and breadth of view, Akbar 
'himsølf was not free from superstition — Akbar, Rtoers of 
Skdia. Series 
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YII 

TBE SIX BEST THIXGS 

O N a fine evempg, Akbar and Birbal frent 
through an avenne of trees in Delbi, enjOMDg 
tbe delicions breeze The conversation tnrned on 
vanons topics They talked of the glories of the 
tropical sky, of the grandear of the sanset, as 
it vronld appear when viewed from one of 

the loftiest palaces, of the calm repose of the 
hnge trees -n-hose fohage rnstled with the gentie 
breeze, and of the hirds of variegated plamage 
which were seekmg their night’s shelter They 
reflected on the goodness of tbe Creator who was 
the author of the 6ky and the rambow-colonred 
clonds As they walked along, a gurghng gnshing 
hrook attracted their attention On approaohing 
it, they were charmed by the weird, twisted 
picture of the sky clonds and trees wbich the 
brook m lts tortnous conrse mirrored fortb They 
sat for a while on its bank mhaling the cool air 
laden with the fragrance of a thonsand forest 
flowers Then as they vere leaving that pleasant 
spot, Akbar asked Birbal to name to him what 
he considered as the hest milk, the hest leaf, the 
hest flower, the hest frnit, the hest king and the 
hest sweetness Birbal stood np and nnswered, 
“ Mother's milk is the hest becanse the child 
grows to be a great man on it The pan is the 
most nsefal among leaves because everjone chews 
it The flower of the cotton plant clairas the 
foremost rank among flowers becanse it clotbes 
ns A dntifnl son is mdeed the hest frnit becanse 
the virtnes of the ancestors continne to live m 
him Indra is tbe most benevolent among hingb 
becanse he sends dorn ram which nonrishes tbe 
whole earth The sweetness of kind words is the 
most pleasing becanse one wins the nftection ot 
people thereby withont spending any monej ” 
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nmn il o.\ tul qltstiok of 
shavixo thi: BL 4.ud 


■ INE dnj wben Ahbnr wns holding bis duibaj, 
^ n discussion nrose nmonR bis courtiers rb to 
the que^tion of sharing tbe benrd Those Iearned 
in Mubnmmndnn lore quoted verees from the 
Kornn, to pro\o tbat the board 6bould on no account 
bo sba\ed “ If tbe benrd is Bbn\ed," said they, 
" Ooo tvould comnut a heinous sin” There were 
eome astnte Brahmans in the court wbo were of 
opinion tbnt tbore wns con6idernbIe wisdom evinced- 
in tbe injunction that a man sbonld grow hia 
board "For,’ smd the>, " Ambia is subject to the 
emirernes of temperature, and in the winter, chili 
winds, perchnnoe, blow in the country, 60 that the 
Propbot, solicilons of the henllh of the faithfnl, 
ordamod tbnt tbej sbonld grow tbeir beards, m 
ordor tbnt tbe liair might proteet tbo giands of the 
thront, and v.nrd ofT disoases ” The discussion 
wn«=, houe\or, n profitloss one, and was taking too 
piuch of tbe tnluable lime of tbe JDmperor Birbal 
saw tin«, rose, and, addrossing the monarch 
said “ Mnj it plpnse j'our Mnjesty, order a rnzor 
lo bc broughl, and I shall shave ofC tbo boards of 
all tho Iearned Aaabms and Fanzils J a6sembled 
bore nnd tben there will be no discussion regarding 
beards” Thore t\ns a truoe to all discussion as 
fchey were nfrnid Jpsfc tbe Pndsba should agree to 
the suggestion of his favourito 1 


• Both tho worcln nro Arnbic An Anahm is a lonrnod man 
nnd n Fna7il is n doclor of Icarning 

t In tho luter yenrs of his roign, Aldmr introdueod, to 
tho great nnnoyaneo of tho bigotod party at his court, tho 
praclico of sha\ing tho board In a hot countrj sucli ae 
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THE WATER IN THE GANGES IS AM RIT 


'tf^NCE the Padsha asked Birbal to tell hun 
” wbich nver contamed the bøst water Birbal 
answered tbat the water in the Jnmna was the 
best The Emperor remarked, " Accordmg to yoor 
religion, the water of the Ganges is the best, and 
you mnst mdeed be very ignorant of Hindu 
beliefs, sinoe you speak of the water of the Jumnu 
as bemg tbe best ” Birbal rejomed that what was 
contamed m the Ganges was not water, but Amrit 

India, thø advantages arising from tho liso of tbo razor nro 
too obvious to need disoussion But altliough the order wns 
not obligatory, the compliaoce or non complinnco witli tho 
custom bocame a distinguishmg mark at tho imperial court 
Fow things are moro ropugnant to a dovout Mussalmnn thnn 
tho shaving of his board It was so thon, and lt is so now 
Tho o\ample set in this respoot by tho so\ oreign cnused thon 
many murmurs and muoh secrot discontont — Akbar Rulers 
of India Series 

Akbar, in 1000 (1692 AD), foroed his courtiors to sliavo 
off their boards 1 —Atn i ALbari translatod by Blochmnn 

Tho long board was worn by all good Muslims, but Akbar 
ordorod the offlcor3 of his court to appear withshnvon facos 
This was in tho year 1692, whon ho was fifty vonrs old — 
The Mogul EvtrERORs of Hindustan by E S Holdon 

1 Tho door of Shah Akbar, tho victonous, is a Paradiso 
of rest, 

2 And lf I have my board, I do so not to boautify mysolf 1 

3 But bocnuso boards, liko cnmes, nro of n dcop black 
dyo, and can, theroforc, havo no placo in a Pnrndise— 
Ghayun of Hicar 


Tho drink of tho Gods 
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THE JEALOUSY OF THE COURTIERS REBUKED 

li/HEN the conrtiers saw that Birbal was en- 
joymg the special favour of the King, they 
hecame jealons of him and tried their beBt tn 
get rid of him from the duibai. Some of the 
favonred ones among them who were mtimate 
with Akbar represented to him that Bnbal did 
not possess any special qnahties which were absent 
in themselves and that it was not advisable 
that a man so vain as he shonld occopy a high 
position The Padsha answered that Birbal per- 
formed deeds which the others conld not possibly 
do. Then they begged of him to set them a iask 
which he thonght was beyond their capacity. 
He promised to do so m dne time and ordered thafc 
Birbal shonld not be admitted mto the duxbax any 
more Two or three days after this incident, he 
ordered them to have a xazai* 4 feet long and 
3 feet wide, made A few honrs later,' the lazax 
of the reqmred dimensions was produced before 
the Emperor Then the Padsha said to the 
conrtiers, “ I sball lie down and yon will cover 
my body completely with xazax" All of them 
tried their best to do so hut failed He ordered 
that Birbal shonld be sent for Birbal came and 
reqnested to be informed what he had to do. 
The Padsha pomting to the cloth said “ Cover 
me completely with yonder razai ” Forthwith, 
he folded the kmg’s legs a little and covered the 
body completely with the razax The conrtiers 
remarked tbat Birbal onghb not to have folded the 
Padsha’s legs as it was a piece of impndence 
Birbal answered, “ There is a maxim that one 
shonld not stretch one’s legs beyond the length 
of the i azax ” 

* A bed-sheefc 
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XI 

TOBACCO AXD THE ASS 


WlULLA Dopiaza and Raja Birbal ivere the two 
learned and famons jesters in the conrfc of 
Atbar They delighted tbe kmg vrith an ezercise 
of their wit Thongh Mnlla Dopiaza vrås the eqoal 
of Raja Birbal m point of ability, the latter ivas 
tbe greater favonrite of the Padsba, and there 
was no limit to the evtent of hberty Birbal 
conld take with the Emperor 

One dav, Akbar and Birbal vrere seated on 
tbe terrace of tbe royal palace Opposite to 
tbem there was a tobacco field on vrhicb an ass 
was standmg Birbal vrås fond of smoking 
and chevrmg tobacco Tberefore, the Padsba, 
directmg bis attention toivards tbe field, observed, 
“ See tobacco is snch a bad thmg tbat even an 
ass does not like to eat lt” Birbal, smilmg 
rejoined, “ Only people who are like the ass discard 
tbe fragrant leaf” 


XII 

THE MOST 1MPOPTAXT LEAF 


'fllNCE npon a time, after a snmptnous dmner, 
^ wben the Padsba was snrronnded by his 
conrtiers, be asked tbem which wrs tbe most 
important leaf After a consultation, tbey snbmitted 
to him that tbey considered the plantam leaf to 
be tbe most important one as lt vrås the largest 
in size Tbe ansiver was not acceptable to the 
kmg Birbal ivbo was seated near tbe tbrone, 
evclaimed tbat the pan vrås the leaf par crccllcncc 
becanse it gave a siveet breatb to tbe royal 
lips All applanded Birbal and the Padsba also 
•vrås pleased 
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XIII 

DIFFEBENT KINDS OF BLIND MEN 


O NE da-\, Akbar, reprimandmg Birbal for soroe 
fault, cnllod him ft blind man "Pardon me, 
Yonr Mnjestv," said Birbal, “ there are many 
kinds of blind men, of what kind am I ? ” The 
Padsba, taken aback a litfcle, asked bim to mention 
the differcnt classcs of blind men There are two 
main classes," aoswered Birbal, " viz , those who 
have no eyes and tbose who have eyes, bnt are 
still blind in one way or other. The last olass 
ngain has three snb-divisione, viz , 1 Tbose who 

have eyes, bnt do not mnke use of tbem , 
2 Those who are blinded bv wealtb and 8 Those 
who arefblmd in some organ of tbeir body snch as 
the foot* And I am snre there is many another 
Trind of blind men, bnt I am forgetfnl at 
present" The Padsba ordered Birbal to give bim 
concrete evamples of tho dilTerent classes of 
blind men. 

A few days afterwards, he went to the 
market place, spread his ui umal, sat tbereon 
-witb ink and paper before him and went on 
writing Some of tho servante of the Snhai t by 
whom be was recogmsed asked bim what he was 
doing there and Birbal wrote down their names 
bText day, he went to the prominent offioials dressed 
shabbily They tbougbt that the Padsba migbb 
have been displeased witb him. Some of them 
did not speak to bim, while others said —" We do 
not know who you are.” Whereon Birbal took 
down tbeir names nnder tbe category of men 
blinded by wealth. He lssued a notice to these 


* Tho cloth worn ovor tho ehouldors 
f Tho king. 
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two classes of men to be present at conrfc on a 
certam day He him6e]f wenfc to the conrfc on 
that daj, and, receiving them, asked fchem to wait 
till thoy received fnrther orders Ho then ’saw 
the Padsha and informed him thnfc he had brooght 
wifch him two kinds of blind men and fcbev wonld 
be presenfced before him, lf reqmred The Padshn 
wanted fchem to be prodnaed Birbal prodnoed 
them and also gave the lists “ My lists give 
the olassificafcion and Hnznr may safcisfy himself,” 
said he First, the Padsha wanted Birhal to 
point onfc those who were blind in the eyes 
When Birbal presented the people whom ho had 
pat ander that head, the Emperor remarked in 
anger that only a blind man woald say thafc they 
were blind m the eyes 

" May Tonr Majesfcy pardon me," said Birbal, 
“009 day, I spread my unimal m the markefc 
place and sifcting thereon, was writing Theso 
people asked me what I was domg, alfchongh they 
saw what I was doing Hence I have pot them 
down as people blind in the eyes ” The Padsha 
borst into a hearty laagh and asked Birbal to 
prodace those who may be regarded as having 

been rendered blind by wealth Birbal, pointing 
to those who did not recogniso him when he 
was poorly dressed, said, “ Maj Hnzar bo pleased 
to ask these whefcher they can mnhe onfc who I nm " 
When the Padsha looked at them, thoso officials 

were ashamed and did not know what to saj 

Birbal observed, “ I wenfc to fcheir houses in this 

poor dress and they rccognised me not So I 
thonght thafc wealth had depnved them of ordinnry 
vision which men possess ” The Padsha langhed 
agam, and asked Birbal to try and prodace before 
him people who maj be regarded ob being blind 
m the legs The ever-resonrcefal wit promised 
to do so ere long 
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A few days later, there was a great concourse 
of people m the Padsha’s palaoe on aoeount of 
a feasb. Affcer dusk, Birbal entered the palaoe 
followed by some oompamons The latter, aB 
they oame along, shonted that the palaoe had 
eaaght fire Several people rnshed ont bemg 
frightened, and in the horry, wrongly pot on 
shoes not belongmg to them. When they oame 
out, there was no fire, and they eoon discovered 
that Birbal and his acoomplioes were responsible 
for the soare. 

The Vazir repreaented to Akbar that Birbal 
was liable to he punished for havmg raised a false 
alarm. The Padsha oalled on his favoonte to 
explain his oonduot. Birbal replied “ Oh, kmg r 
I wanted to test whether thé people were blind m 
the legs or not Huznr will see that only a few 
people are wearing their own shoeB The others 
have exchanged theirs, wherefore I deem them te 
be blind m the legs.” The ooortiers, who would 
fain have Birbal somehow disgraoed, felt ashamed 
when they heard this. The Padsha enjoyed a 
hearty laugh and richly rewarded Birbal. 


XIV 

BIRBAL AOTB THE PART OF A OHILD 


O NCE Akbar held a grand durbar. There were 
present around him all his ministers, all the 
generals of his foroes, the feudatory pnncdS and 
several nobles. The eyefc of all present were in 
quest of one important figure of the Emperor’s 
oourt, vi#., Birbal who waB at onoe the ohief 
jester as well as the favounte adviser of the n 
Emperor. The<Pådsha was all impatienoe to seel^- 
him, and so sent word to him to be p , 

4 : 



50 


INDIAN TALES 


at the durbar immediRfcely When Birbal came 
and took his seat, the/Padsha asked him why ho 
was so late. 

“ My Lord,” said Birbal, " I shonld havo benn 
here long ago bnt for my little son who* was 
cross He was weeping his eyes onb for I know 
not what And ib fcook me all this timo to appeaRO 
him “ ’What,” asked the Padsba, “ is lt so diffionlt 
a task to pacify a child ? ” Birbal answerod " My 
Lord knowB little of snch things Yon have 
no children and even lf yon have, the dnty of 
looking after tbem will not devolvo on your 
Imperial Mayesty ” 

“ No, no,” said the Emperor, " I am not 
ignorant m snob matters and had I beon yon, 
I shonld have easily satisfied tho child ” 

To this, Birbal made reply “ My Lord, whot 
are yonr hnmble snbjeots bnt yonr children 
Now I, one of yonr subjects, Bhall start boing 
cross with yon like a ohild and ^do jon tben 
make trial af yonr skill ” ? The (/ Padsba instantly 
agreed to tbis And Birbal began orymg moBt 
piteously lilce a child The Emperor doBcendcd 
from his throne trying to aot his part, and 
asked him in tender, soothmg tones, “My son, 
what ails yon, wby do yon cry, and what will 
yon have? Woold yon have tojs, frmts or 
flowers ? My darhng, do bnt namø yonr wiRh 
and yon shall have it instantly ” ThiR bnt 
seomed to make the baby all tho moro cross and 
he qjped still more violently Tbo royal fnthcr, 
after a great deal of tronble, got him to prattlo 
onb, “ Papa, I want a stick of sngar cano ” 
Greatly roheved in mind, Akbar orderod a nnmbor 
of them to bo bronght, and tho baby was 
allowed his ohoice of them Taking one of tliORO, 
Birbal, tho baby, started crying again sb lf his 
heart wonld break The J^adsba wondering what 
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iihe baby wanted tried to comfort him agam, ånd, 
afbør some trouble, fopnd that the baby now 
•desn^d the oane to be ont mto mee thin slicee 
But the astonishment of the Emperor knew no 
bounds, when the baby started crying at the top 
of his voice when the wondering servants set 
before him the plate of sliced sngar-oane The 
Emperor applied himBølf to the task of soothing 
the ohild What was his surprise when he 
learnt now that the baby now desired his royal 
■father to le-constxuot the sugar-cane from the 
shces ? By this last regnest, Akbar was completely 
haffled and gave np the game, declaring Birbål to 
be the viotor 


XV 

ÉIRBAL AND TANSEN 


A S Birbal grew in the good-will and favonr of 
Akbar, he natnrally became an object of 
^ealousy to the Mnhammadan noblemen that 
formed part of his Conrb They conld not but 
reeent the Kmg’s seeking Birbal’s advice in all 
matters affeoting the State This feeling gradually 
acquired such sbrength that they determined as 
a body to approach Akbar on the subject 

Now there hved a famous musician of the 
name of Tansen \yho had earned for himself 
many titles and a great reputation m the courts 
of the vanous princes of Northern India Tansen 
was not an mfidel like Birbal wbo was a Brahman 

- * There were fchirty six principal musicians m Akbar’s 
Court Miyan Tansen was at the head of them all 
Ramchand was the patron of Tansen before he came to 
the Emperor’s Court Most of his compositions are wntten 
in Akbar’s name and his melodies are very po pular m 
Northern India even at the present day 
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and an idolater TanBen, thev said to themselves, 
is as great a moBician as Birbal and what is 
more, a true MnBsalman And, therefore, muster- 
ing courage, they, in a body, petitioned the great 
Emperor that be wonld graciously be pleased to 
appoint Tansen m tbe place of Birbal and nccord 
to him a position of greater dignity than that 
which Birbal enjoved This, they said, wonld 
afford incalculable pleaBnre to the Faithful. 

Not a little Bnrpnsed at this strange regnest, 
Akbar remarked, " I know Tansen well, he is 
proficient only in mnsio and knows nevt to 
notbmg of state-craft Moreover, he does not 
possess the snpenor intellect of Birbal" Thus 
foiled m their attempt, they retired from the 
royal presence, but jealousy grew all the stronger 
m their hearls, and they wonld not give up> 
their attempts to displace Birbal from Akbar’s 
favonr 

The Bohemers met one mght in a courtior's 
house and the spint of rivalry was very keen as 
to who shonld offer the best suggestion which 
wonld pave the way for the Hmdu’s ruin, 

“ I have arranged for a musical party in my 
house, to-morrow mght, wben" Tansen will play~ 
his soul-hewitching tunes Shall we not mvite 
the Padsha to come and listen to Tansen," said 
one of the number 

“ Amen ' ” cned all, “ may the Prophet come 
to our rescue * " 

‘ I swear by the beard of the Prophet," 
exclaimed one of the noblemen, " unless something is- 
done to check the ascendanoy of the Hindus, we, 
the Faithful, shall be nowhe^e ero long" 

So, a grand musical performsnce was got up 
in the house of one of the noblemen and Akbar 
was present on the occasion Tansen was at his 
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■"beat and the Padsha certamly expressed hia 
-admiration for the musical talents of Tanaen. 

“ May Your Hajesty' live long 1 ” explained the 
'noble host, “ now that yon recogniae the ment of 
Tanaen, will yon henceforth be pleased to make 
r him your piotege and the reoipient of greater 
hononrs than Birbal 9 ” 

“Yon are very mach mistaken,” answered the 
, Bmperor, “ there is no eomparieon between Tanaen 
and. Birbal, the lnsigmficant moaqmto may aa well 
grow jealouB of the elephant! Nothmg will be 
ao absurd as raismg him to the position of one 
of my advisere ■” 

Bnt Akbar aftør a while thonght lt vyould be 
beat to demonstiate to his oom tiers onoe for all 
the intelleotnal snpenonty of Bubal He wrote 
two letters to the King of Bnrma m which he 
desired the bearers to be put to death. Birbal 
and Tanaen were eaoh given a copy of it and 
desired to take it to the King of Burma. Birbal 
was not without his misgivings A thing like 
this had not oocurred before, but he had done 
no wrong and felt sure that his knowledge of 
human nature and his sound common-eense would 
stand him in good Btead even in Burma. 

Birbal and Tansen atarted on their journey, and, 
-after many difficulties, reaohed the Capital of 
Burma As they arrived there only after nightfall, 
the gates of the city had been closed and the 
travellers had to harit at a way-side inn dunng 
the night At day-break, they reported themselves 
to the officers of the king, who presented them 
'before the king, m due time The king, when he 
read the epistles, was at a loss to understand 
why Akbar, who was reputed to be wise and just, 
should have requeated him to put to death two 
persons, who, to all appearances, were quite 
unnocent. Theire was no reason assigned for the 
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visitation of sueh a pnmshment on them He 
referrea the matter to his chief minister vrho 
said lt vonid be a good idea to pnt them m 
prison appnsing them that lf in a veek’s 'time 
they did not diselose vhat their ofience vas, they 
vonid be pnt to death The king agreed vith his 
minister and said to Birbal and Tansen, "Well, 
listen to me The Emperor has ordered tbat 
yon shonld be put to death Forsooth, von have 
committed so. hemons a crime tbat he does not 
vant tbat even yonr bones shonld find a resting 
plaee in yonr native land But I sball not pnt 
yon to death, nnless I knov the ofience and I 
myself deem yon des?rvmg of the pnmshment 
Yon shall, therefore, be alloved a veek’s time m 
onr prison to confess ” 

Birbal boved to the king, and Tansen in 
vhom all sense vas displaeed by bennmbme fear, 
simply folloved snit Then they vere both led 
ont and pnt m prison Nov Tansen said to 
Birbal that he vas entirelv m his hånds, and 
snch a elever man as Birbal shonld certamly be 
able to hit on some means of escape 

" Ave, escape is not impossible even at this 
stage " ansvered Birbal, “ clear np and take conraie 
vhen ve are led ont to be exeented, let r« e-’ch 
vant to be pnt to death before the otber Leave 
the rest to me, and I sball so mannge matters tbat 
onr Iives vill not be lost 

Yon vill then have the tbanks and blessmcs 
of mv poor old mother," said Tansen 

On the morn.ng of the eightb dav, Birb ’1 and 
Tansen vere conancted to the place of csecotion, 
and lo' the vranghng betveen the tvo men as to 
vho shonld be pnt to death first qmte snrpnsed 
the execntioners They thongbt there vas some- 
thing vonderfnl abont the men °nd ccndncted them 
to tbe King’s presence and represented to bim 
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their strnnge conduct The king was astomsbed 
at what he board and said, “ Yon men of India, 
jour fcarlcesnoss is indoed strange. Do yon tell 
me ^t lenst now \\bal jour oltenee is, and I sball 
pardon jou ” Birbal forthwilh replied, " My Lord, 
Akbar bas grave rensons for bavmg our present 
livos torminatod and lt behoves ns not to disclose 
.tboni to jou” 

“Fie on jour nmdness 1 Wkj T are yon so 
foolish ? It is not right thnt ono quits a hfo bofore 
one bas dorn ed tbe full benefib thnt can accrue 
from it Further, it is ngainsb tbe dhamma to 
put innoceul people to dcalh 

“I slmll disclobc to jou tbo great secret," 
answercd Birbal, “ to satisfj' j’our curiosity, but 
neitber of us is troubled bj_ foar of deatb. For a 
long Lime, the ambitions Mnghal Emperor has been 
filled witb a desue to possess jour dominions He 
does not deem it, howeior, expedient to go to war 
vritbjou A \use nslrologei from Bennres recently 
discloFcd to him confidentially the frmtB of bis 
re c earcbes in tbe lore of tbe stars, und suid tbat 
tbe beneiolent Emperoi who brougbt peace and 
plenty to tbe land of the sages was dostined to 
t!\tend bis sv.aj to tbo bordeis of tho EaBtern Ocean. 
When asked v,bat the Padsba had to do on his 
parL to help tbe fulfilment of tbo propheoy, he 
suggested our being spnt to you with the epiBtles 
wbich we presented He who is killed flrst is 
destined to displace *j'ou from the tbrone on being 
re-born, and be who dies next will become 
the minister. "Wo aie both his favourites, and he 
expects us to hånd over tho kingdom to him.” 

" May Tatagata 1 save me from the bid of 
putting two innocent persons to deatb I I am not 


* Tho codo of moral rules promulgatod by Buddha 
t A namo of Buddha 
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a fendatory pnnce of the Mnghal Eing and I am 
not therefore bonnd to carry ont bis orders Yon 
men of tbe boly land, I declare yon free to go 
vrbere yon Iike, bnt as long as yon stay here, I shall 
mate what reparation 1 can for tbe nnkmdness 
already shown to yon ” 

Birbal and Tansen were tbe gnests of tbe King 
-of Barma for a few days, and, after some time, 
tbey started on their homeward joarney The king 
made snch good provision for tbe jonrney that they 
reaehed India witbonb mncb tronble 

Tansen was afraid of sbowing bimself to tbe 
Padsha, vrhereas Birbal vent to him forthvitb 
Akbar vas at tbe time holding a dnrbar and Birbal 
related to him what befell bims°lf and Tansen from 
the day they lefb Delhi nntil they came back 

Akbar asked the Mabammadan no blemen 
vrhether they vere now convinced that Birbal 
vrås eleverer than Tansen 

“ Aye, he is indeed elever m worldly wisdom,” 
answered the most bigoted among the nobles, “bnt 
the idolater, nnless he torns his face towards 
Alecca, does not deserve yonr favonr” 

“ May Allah forfend that yon shonld embroil 
me vnth my Hindn snbjects < What right have von 
to dictate to otbers in religions matters "> And 
what right have 1 0 A man's religion >s an 
affair between bis ovrn conscience and his God 1 
Why shonld I clatm to gnide otbers before I 
myself am gcided 7 Di Tieren t religions ere bnt 
different paths to tbe same goal'” 

’iYhen tbe Muss2lman’s nobility were thns ad- 
monisbed, tbere vas no forther cavil among tbem 
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XVI 

THE USE OF INGENUITY 


-JJNE day the Padsha aBked Birbal what one 
should make nse of in a fight. Birbal 
rephed tbat one sbonld make nse of one’s ingenmty 
“What a fool yon a*e! ” exclaimed tbe king, 
“ Of what use is ingenmty before a weapon ?" 
“ Let ub have a trial,” rejoined Birbal. The very 
next day be had an opportumty of provmg what 
he had eaid A stout elephant got out of control 

and ran m his direction When he eaw the 
infunated beast going- towards him, having no 
meane of > protection, he was alarmed a little 
Bnt immediately, he pioked up courage as he 
eaw a dead dog lymg olose by He took hold 
of the carcase and flung lt on the face of the 
elephant It was fnghtened, turned back and 
ran away In the meanwhile, the Padsha arrived 
on the scene Birbal narrated to him hia en- 
counter with the elephant and how he got out 
of it unscathed though unarmed The Padsha 
expressed his admiration for Birbal’s resourceful- 
iJeBS. “ So it is clear,” observed the latter, “ how' 
helpful ingenmty is in a fight ” 


XVII 

THE PUNISHMEtNT OF THE GATE-KEEPERS 


‘HINE day Baja Birbal came to the entrance of 
the Padsba’s palace and wanted to go m 
The chopdars (gate-keepers) refused t^o allow him 
to enter Baja Birbal offered to tbem on his 
oath that he would give to one of the sentries 
'half of what ,he might get as present from the 
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Emperor that dav, and to the other, a fonrth. 
Therenpon, the sentries allovea him to go in. 
He vent to the Padsha and told hun strang'e 
stories The kmg vas verj mnch pleased 'frith 
the stones and ordered Birbal to ask for a present 
Birbal prayed that he might be given a thonsand 
blovs vith a shoe The Emperor vrondered at the 
qneer reqnest, bnt thonght there might be some 
lul mat in lt and ordered one of his attendants 
to give them the blovs m the manner vhich 
Raja Birbal himself might prescribe The Raja 
vent ont and vanted one of the chopaars to be 
given half the nnmber of blovs, and the other 
a fonrth He then asked the attenaant to keep 
the remaming foorth in reserve 


XVIII 

A SEXSIBLE PEPET 


/ft S Akhar vas once very cross vith Birbal, the 
il. latter left the hmgdom and vent awaj som^- 
vhere The Emperor missed him m the conrt 
very mnch and vas ansions to knov vbere be had 
gone He caused a commnnication to be issned 
from his coort to the several fendatorj princes of 
the Empire that his oceans teere going to hc married 
and that he icanted theu oceans to be present on 
the ausjncious occasion The princes vho received 
the message did not knov vhat replj they vere 
to send to the Padsba At last, one prince in 
vhose kingdom Birbal bad taken refoge, sent 
the folloving replj "Ve sent onr oceans to the 
ceremony, let yonr vells receive them" Vhen 

* SkjU contnrance, philosopb^ 
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Abbar gofc the nrrswer, he knew tbat euch a 
sensible replj could bave eninnated only from 
Birbal He accordmglj sent foi Birbal, and became 
fnendly witb him once ngaiu 


XIX 

TUE THREE QUESTION& 


ÉftNCE Kbnja Sara, one of Abbar’s favonnte 
^ conrtiers growing envious of Birbal, made op 
his mind to do him some harm, and induced the 
ting to ask him the followmg three qnestions 
(l) "Which is the centre of the earfcb 9 
«. (2) How tnanj star6 are there m the firmament ? 

(8) Wbnt is the exact nnmber of men and 
women m the vrorld 9 

The Padsba sent for Birbal and asked him to 
ansv. c*r the qnestions of Khaja Sara Birbal at once 
planted a stick on the groand nnd said that the 
,spot where lt stood was tbo centre of the earth, 
but if Kbftja Sara was not sore, he might measnre 
the earth and satisfj bimeelf He sent for a ram, 
and, wben lt was bronght, excluimed, “ There are 
as many stars in the sky ns there are hairs 06 
the body of this.beast wbich Khaja Sara might 
connt for himself at his leisnre " As to the third 
qneBtion, he observed that lt was not possible to 
give an ei.aet answér, bat that if all men and 
women were murdered, "it would be easy to know 
their nnmber exactly 

* It is mteresnng to know that oven ns carly ns in the 
dnys of Akbar, somo at lenet were not ignorant of the faet 
tbat the water evaporatmg from the sea is e l ■'or use 
in wolls 
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[ The Komatis of the Madras Prcsidency and ti c Feudator i Sta'cs 
of H yder abad and Jdysorc form a rcspcctable ela" of pe)p 1 c 
They arc urcll I noten as traders, tnonty-lenders, shroffs and 
qroerrs In Madras toim they arc the principal purcha^crs and 
dt’tnbu’ors of eicry sor' of xmported ariiclcs They arc eminent- 
ly sueeefful in thexr hercdilary calhng and arc eicn cntcrpri'tnq 
in their pureuit Therc is a arcat dcal of er.dcncc to flow 
that th’y irere originally a hotnoacncojs eastc resident at 
Pcnul onda, tn the present Guntur Distnct, from trhteh 
thej ecctn to haic spread m different dtrections tn tle 
brginnxnq oj the Utheentury AJ) They are famou* thro'igh- 
out Southern India for their iri t and visdom Peoplc of all 
elas’es and eges reeount and enjoy tcith onat zest the s'ories 
told of them Some of these arc pubhshed tn ti ts senes \ 


I 

MARE H4Y ir HI LE THE SUK SHIXES 


HK BLTND Komati praved to God Yishnn for tho 
rostot,ition of bis ejesight Af ter many years 
of prayer, the beneficent Deiti appeared beforo 
him and asbed bim xvhat be wanfed “ Oh, God 1 I 
want to seo from above tbe seventb storey of my 
mansion, mi great-grnndsons pla\mg in tbe streets 
and eating their cakes from golden vesscls ” Yishnn 
was astoni^hed at the requesfc of the blind man 
ivhich combmed rirhes, cbildren, and tbe restoration 
of bis ejesight in one demand and granted bim 
all of tbem 
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II 

THE KOMATI AND THE SCORPION 

\ NUMBEE of Komalis wenfc to a temple 
one daj. One of thern pnt his right fore- 
finger into the nuvel of the Ymayaka (Belly 
God) at the gateway. A scorpion inside it stnng 
him acntely. The Komati, however, pat his 
finger to the nose, and smelling it, remarked 
“ Oh 1 what a fine smell! not expenenced the 
like of it daring my life 1 ” This indaced another 
of the troop to pnt hiB finger in and he was 
also bit He also pretended in the same way. 
All of them got stnng in BncceBsion and then 
consoled each other with quiet hearts. 


III 

TRE KOMATI AND HIS MOTHER IN-LAW 


NEWLY marned Komati once went to his- 
motber-in-law’s honse and was received with 
great warmth there. Early next morning, the 
mother ; in-Iaw mqnired of the yonng man whether 
he wonld either partake of a cold meal oonsisting 
of the previous mght’s cqoked noe Boaked m 
water, or eat eakes or wait for hot meals nntil 
mid-day . when his father-in-law wonld return 
from his shop “ Tes, ” says the onnning son-in- 
law qmetly, ,IC I shall make, a hearty meal'of 
the cold rice, and be eating the oakes nntil 
father-m-law retnrns and it is time for hot 
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IV 

THE KOMATI AND THE BRAHMAN 


£»N old Komati lnlled a cat whioh had for 
long worned him by drinlung the milk kept 
for his use He felt sorry, however, that he 
ever had anything to do with tho animal, for 
according to the Hindus, lt is a very heinons 
sin even to beat a oat The uneasy Komati 
accordingly called his Purohit (Brahman priest), 
askod him lf anything oould expiate the sin of 
a person who talls a cat “Tes, lf he makes a 
likeness of the animal in gold and makes a gift 
of lt to a Brahman,” says the Brahman 
41 Supposing," asks the Komati, " a man is too 
poor for that, what most he do instead ” ? “ Give 
a Bilver one of oonrse" “ Suppose,” says tho 

Komafci, " the man is poorer still ” Well, a cat 
made of sugar will do,” says the Brahman 
" That will do for me,” mnttered the miserly 
Koraati and called his wife, and, taking hor 
aside, let her know of the whole matter and 
asked her to get things ready foi his oeremonial 
purification He then bathed and asked tho 
Brahman to perform the ceremonies propor td 
the occaSion “ Bring the golden cat,” Bays tho 
Brahman " Go on with the sugar oat for tho 
nonce,” replied the Komati " Tou aro not so 
poor as to send me away with such a paltry 
gift," says the Brahman “Nor am I so rich as 
to afford a golden one," replies tho Komati. 
“ Go on with the ceremony and wo Bhall soo,” 
adds tho Komati’s wife Too lato*to recedo, tho 
Brahman officiated and went homo with tbo 
sugar cat and a rupeo in addition through tho 
1 ind intorcession of tho Komati’s wifo 

* According to Hindu idons, lt is fiinful to molest in 
nny mannor tho cat, and tho taking of a likonoss of that 
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V 

THE KOM 1 TI 1 XD HIR POLITE RETORT 

An old Komati, who bad bcen long Iceoping a 
^ *■ shop, vrns onp da> mefc by an angry consti- 
tnont of lus who cbarged him with evtortionate 
prices “A vilo raco of men," borst foith tho mnn, 
" nothing tvill cnrb >onr over-reacbmg character 
but tho limits ofour own avarico A plague on 
yon nnd nll yours'" Tho pntient Komati coolly 
,afkod "Do >ou vrnnfc dried grapos?” " Shall I 
let yon havo some good alraonds 9 " “ May I give 
yon Forne (or> stal) sugar 0 Do >on want something 
stvect to tho longoo 9 " Tbo constitnont cooled down 
a groat doal and apologisod for his bad temper and 
went homo a saddcr but wiser man 


VI 

THE KOM I T/9 AMD TJIE P ANDY AN KINO 


flBNCD npon a time, a Pandyan King had a new 
silver vessol of enormous smo made for the 
use of tho palaco, and bo suporstitiously behoved 
that its first contents should not bo water So, 
in view of this bohef, ho ordored his minister to 
publish abroad thnj; tho subjocts of his kmgdom 

nmmal m evpintion for nny miadccd dono to it is hold 
to bo ovnn moro fimful Rospcetnblo Brnhmnna all ovor 
South India rcfuso to havo anythmg to do with such a 
gift nB tlmt 

Tho Htory is nlso rolatcd Bomowliafc differontly At thø 
ond of tho ccrcmony, anothor verpion gooa, tho Brahman and 
tbo Komati again qunrrollcd about tlio sugar cat At its 
concluBion, tho Komati put tho sugar cat into his mouth and, 
fiv’allowing lt, Baid “Tho sugar to mo and tho sin of killing 
-tho cat to you ” 
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were to pnt into the vessel a chembitful " of milk 
from eaoh honse The frugal Komatis, heanng of 
this, thought withip themselves “ Oh! when the 
kmg has ordeped snoh a large qnantity and all \vill 
bring milk, lt mil be enough for us to take vessels 
containing water, as a libtle water poured into 
snoh a large qnantity of milk mil not ohange its 
colonr It will not be knomi that we ponred m 
only water, and we shall paes off ns having given 
onr tribnte In this way, all the KomatiB brought 
water instead of milk, and ono did not inform the 
other of the trick he was about to play. Now, it 
so happened that the Komatis were the flrst to 
enter the palaoe while they thought that the people 
of other oasbes had oome and gone. The vessol was 
plaoed behmd a soreen, so that no one might casb 
evil eye on it and the Komatis were let in one by 
one to do hononr to it This they did in all haste, 
and each reburned with great joy beoanse of the 
snccess of his tnok Thns there was nothing but 
water m the vessel Now it had been arranged 
thab the kmg was to be the flrst to see the 
oontents of his new vessel, and when be went to 
the room where the vessel was kept and saw its 
oontents, he was thunder-strock to see only water 
He became angry with the Komatis and direotell 
his minister to punish them severely The readj- 
witted Komatis, however, came forward with all 
presence of mind and oned out Oh Gracions 
Kmg I appease thy anger and kmdly listen to what 
we have to say We each brohght a chcmbuful of 
water to find out how many ehctnbufula yonr 
Highness’ preoions vesBel contained Now that we 
have taken the measnrement, we will forthwith 
fetch the qnantity of milk reqmred ” Tho kmg 
was consoled to hear this and sen t them away ” 
* Chcmbu, in Tamil and Tolugu, mcans a small v ossol 
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VII 

THE KOMATI AND HIS LOST WEALTH 

A RICH Komati’s honae was broken mto by 
a gang of thievea, who carried away all 
that was of worth in it. At day-break, the 
Kofcwal atepped mfco the honae to make bis nsnal 
mqniries He asked the Komati what he had lost. 
“ Lost! ” e]acnlated the Komati, “ why, I lost 
nothmg more than the old broom-stick behind 
the back of my honae ” “ What ? ” rejoined the 

wondering Kotwal, "yon have loat nothing ? The 
whole city says yon loat everythidg valnable yon 
had poBaesaed ” “ The oity onay, perhapB, know 

better than myself,” said the Komati coolly, “ bnt 
I say the thieves themselves most have snbse- 
qnently repented why they did not choose a 
ncher honse ” * 


VIII 

THE KOMATI AND THE STAKE 


O NCE npon a time, there lived a Komati who 
1 owned a big honae. Bemg hmlt of mnd, 
the walls had patches which atood m need of 
repaira The Komati orderéd a aet of workmen 
to repair his broken walls Doring the mght of 
the repaira, a thief oame and, not knowing that 
the npper portion of the wall had jnst that 
mornmg been patched np, ont a hole m it and 
pnt hia head in it, when, nnfortnnately for him, 

* No Komati ever wislies fchat hia real worth should be 
knowo. The phrase “ Komatiguttu ” (the secrecy of a 
Komati) is a commoa one .Durmg pre-Bntish days, when 
nch men were maltreated with the illegal seiznre of their 
wealth by loeal chiefs and Nawabs, there was special tempta- 
tion for perpetuatmg this phase of the Komati oharacter 
6 
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thø whole wall oame down npon hun and killed 
him His comrade found a portion of his body 
hangmg ont of the wall. He reportéd the matter 
to the Kotwal, and, with his help, the malter 
was taken before the king for adjndioation The 
kmg, however, was a very stnpid person The 
Komati explained that the thief met his death 
providentially But the kmg was not satisfled 
He said thab the Komati, bemg a stont man, 
was eminently fib for the stake, to whicb he 
ordered he shonld be driven The Komati, hoiv- 
ever, was determined not to lose his hfo through 
the stnpidity of the king He contrived to bribe 
a couple of people, who were np to anything, to 
avert the fate to whioh he wsb doomed by the 
sentenoe of the kmg In aooordanoe with the 
advioe tendered by the Komati to them, they 
•appeared before the kmg on the morning of the 
day on which the sentenoe was to be exooateå 
One of them said ‘ Oh 1 king! the man that 
will be impaled to-day will be born ngam as 
the kmg of this eonntry I want to be cxeonted 
so that I may be born kmg ” The other follow 
also reqnested the kmg that he may be 
permitted to take the Komati’s plaoo that 
morning, so tbat be might be born kmg m hiS 

next birth The foolish kmg wonld not brook 

the idea of the nsnrpation of his kingdom " Pio 
npon yon, rognes,” he broke ont, " I shall never 
consent to my throne bemg ocoopied by yon 

fellows Let the Komati be 1 released I shall 

myself proceed to the Btake, and be reborn as 
the kmg of my own country ” The stnpid 
king thns killed himself on the stake, to wbioh 
he had ordered the mnooent Komati to bo driven '' 

* Tins Btory will be found narratod m o sornowlmt 
differont mannor in tlio Irnlian Antiquary, vol xx p 78 
Tho proverb Kazhucuhku I2tl\tha Komali is usually oxplninod 
by tilis talo * ~ - - ■ 
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IX 

Tlir KOM AT 1 IX D TUL UOP.SL OH XEIiS 

7m HINDU nnd n MncFnlmnn clnimod tho owner- 
'**• fhip of tho same horso Dncli snid that 
tho amnnl wns lus nnd oncb cited tho same 
Komnu to depopo to tho faet of his ownership 
Tho Hind« n=kcd hun if ho did not know thnt 
tho ammal boloneed to him foi n number of 
aears " Vof,” Fn\s tho Komnti Tho 

rilnpsaiman a^ked hun "Did jon not seo mø 
riding tho horse lmlf uni up tho ghat road 9 
" Yof," nnFv ors tho Komnti " Tben, questions 
tho Jndge, "do \ou Miy that tho horse belongB 
to both ?" “I shonld rather tlnnk so Tho 
foropart of it looks liko that of tbe Mnssalman 
nnd tho hindpart liko tho Hindn’B ’’ Tho 
bovnldcred .Tndgo confiscatod the horse to the 
Nnwnb's stable«; 


X 

TUL KOM All A.\D IIJS UO HID 


TIuRING the dajs of Navrnb Satnlla Khan, 1 ’' 
n Komati kept a hig gram shop at Aicot 
and made a large fortune foi bimsolf. Those 

vore da> s vrhon ballirs did not e\ist So, the 
Komati stored avray Iiih raonoy in potB whioh 
he buried, some under lus bedstead and otbors 
near his hoarth' Whcn he becamo an old man, 
tho thonght flashed on his mind " How to 

* Salulla Khan roforrod to Jioro jr tho Sndat Ulla 
Khan of Knrnntic Hintory Ho wns Nawab from 1710 to 
1732 Hih rulo uas a bonoficont ono and is still 
remembered ns ono of llio happioal in South Iadian. 
Ilistory beforo tho country possod into Bntish hånds 
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leave my rapees and die?” He immediately callea 
hia rcife and asked her to nnearth the treasare 
pots and bring them before him She brought 
the pots one by one, and arranged them m a 

line before him The old man looked at them 
foi a short time, and, heaving a long sigh, 

ordered his tvife to ponr down their contents on 
the groand She obeyed He then got np from 
his bed and asked her to arrange his bed over 
tbe money He lay down on lb and rolied 

from left to right, and then said to his wife 
“ Oh 1 tvoman 1 I am dying, leaving my treasare 
behmd Waste it not by budding chatttams, for 
tbey are bat ht places for idlers and loafers 
Dig as many tanks and ponds as yon can with 
it and let human beings, animals, and birds 

drink from them and bless me for ever ” 


XI 

THE KOMATI AND QUARRELSOME BEGGARS 

TWO beggars, one a professional, and tbe other o n 
person rednced to begging by famine,* entered 
the same hoase one after the other, and as they 
oame oat of it, their alms feJl ont, and they Bpoke 
angry words agamst each other Then they camo 
to blotvs A Komati, who t ivas standing beside 
tbem, was nftertvards cited by both of them ns a 
tvitnese When the Jndge asked him vrbo bogan 
the as=anlt first, the Komati , nnwilling to olTend 
* South Indion beggars aro du idod into two clawos 
Panjathandi and Paramparavjandi The fonnor aro faraino 
made beggars, and tho latter aro beggars from gonomtion to 
generation Tho former, n common Bajmg gocs, would rob a 
person, of a child at a convonient opportunitj , tvhilo tho latter 
rvould jump into a woll and pick up n child tvhich had fallen 
into it by an accident and moko it over to lts paronts 
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-either party (aftør all beggars l), depoBed that he 
saw Eama and Thimma (thø bøggars) standmg 
'bøforø øach othør and himsølf bøsidø them, and as 
the? were øxcbanging angry words, a dnst storm bløw 
and hø shut his øyøe, immødiatøly aftør which the 
sonnd of blows røaohød his øars bnt, sitnatød as 
'hø was, hø could not now say whøthør Eama 
assanlted Thimma first or Thimma strnck Eama 
first. Thø Judge løft thø beggars off with a warning. 


;xn 

THE KOMATI AND THE ROBBERS 


il HUNDEED years ago, the highways of 
^ Southern India were infested with robbers, 
who plnndered the wayfarers that passed through 
thøm A Komati and his wife went on a pilgrimage 
to Tirupati and were returning to their own place 
about 70 miles distant from lt While not far 
away from their own town, a gang of thieves, 
mistaking their oarnage fofc that of the local 
Tahsildarby the jmghng bells tied to the 
necks of the buils, dispersed far and wide, leaving 
only one behind them, who stood concealed near 
a huge tamarmd tree to see if lt was the 
Tahsildar or not Emdmg from the hoarse voiee 
of thø Komati that the cart was not that of 
the Tahsildar, he jatopped out and beckpned to 
the driver to stop The driver stopped the cart. 
The thief oame to the Komati and demanded 
from him his money bag “ Well, my man,” 
said the Komati, “ I am glad to see you here 
How many are you in number? Hope all of you 
are doing well ” “ Yes,” answeied the robber, 

“ we are nme and I want your bag ” “ Do you 


Bevenue Officer of a portion of a distnct 
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mean to say that yon don’t care for the rest 9 " 
Yes, I want yonr bag,” rejoined the robbor 
" That is hardly right Here, I have nine rupces 
and yon cnn take yonr share (handing r him 
one rupee), and as for the rest, ask them to 
come to my shop, and they shall have their 
shares ” The stupid robber took the rnpee and 
went and told his fratermtv of what happened 
The gang marched m a body not long afterwards 
to the Komati’s shop, where be handed them 
over to the Kotwal Thus were the deceivers 
deceived by the Komati 


XIII v 

THE KOM ATI AND HIS GIFT CO II * 


RICH Komati and his wife could nover 
agree on the subject of chantj The wife 
vrås never weaned of urging upon her husband the 
paramount necessitr of domg some chantable aot 
or otber But the husband remamed liard-hearted 
One day, bowever, the husband approached his 
wife, and said to her that he had made up his 
mind to tuahe a pious gift Joyful that at last 
God gave good sense to her husband, she noked 
him what gift he mtend^d to give “ Our 
reddish-brown covr,” said the husband This 
pleased the vroman more than ever, for, tbo gift 
of a cow among Hindus is accounted one of the 
greatest of gifts that a person can make The 
cow, however, was nn oid one and was m a 
very weak state, which was unknown to his wife 

* This ston. i« nnrroted bv Jlr Snknnta Anar in tho 
Ind\an AnUqua~u Vol vt 
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The Komati had determined to get rid of it m 
a pions manner, for, lf .it died while m his 
posseBsion, he was to bear itB bnnal oharges 
hmlself and pay a fine ns well to the kmg of 
the countri, nccordmg to certain laws tben in 
force Accordingly, bo was on the Iciok-out for a 
Brahman to wbom be conld give tbe cow. As 
loek wonld have it, n Brahman with a copper 
bowl in his bnnd just tben came in for a handfnl 
of nlms The Komati welcomed him with gxeat 
respeet, and told him of his intended gift. The 
Biahman gladly conBented to accept the gift, and, 
nnaware of the trne condition of the animal, 
performed the requiFite ceromonmes, and tbe gift 
was formally made by the Komati Tbe animal 
was led oil and pnBhed throngh tbe gateway of 
the bonse to be driven away by the Brahman; 
for the keeping of the animal after tbe gift is 
held Binfol among the Hindus The Brahman 
drove it a few hundred yards when the old 
animal Jay down and died The Kotwal turned 
np demanding the king’s fine, but Bays the 
Komati “ Oh ! no, it is not my animal, ask 
the Brahman ” The Brahman piotested that he 
had it ns gift just then fiom the Komati, and 
to the Komati must pay the fine The Komati, 
however, would not hear the Biahman’s protes- 
tatione. Having taken the gift and led the 
animal off, ha was hable, he said, under the 
law '"I have no means to pay the fine,” eaid 
the Brahman. “ That does not matter,” mter- 
cepted the Komati, “ give the copper bowl, and 
tbat will do ” The Brahman mendicant lost 
even that which he had, through the ingenuity 
of the Komati 
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TSE KOS ATIS AXD TSE 


«|XCE npon a time, a great bing Ieviea p. tar 
npon milk, and all his sobjects vrere sorely 
troobled on tbat accoont The Eomatis, all of 
vrhon had covrs, foned tbe tar speciallv incon- 
venient Tnej-, therefore, hit npon a mode of 
gettme the tax repealed. Tbev bnbed the minister 
and mostered strone before tbe kmc, and spohe 
of the cppressive nature of the tar The kmg 
asked vhat their proSt vas from the milk “ A 
pie for a pie," eaid tbev to a man, and the kmg, 
tnmtnnc that persons vho proSted on’y to the 
eiient of a pie oognt not to be troobled, fortb- 
—lth passed orders for the aboht’on of the tar. 

XV 

TSE SOS ATI COUPLE AXD THE SAX OX THE 
BEAS OF THE POOF 

gUST n= a Kcmati coopla ente-ed their bsd-room 
** end lav co"-n on their beds the nc*band 


perce ~ed a tmef perched qoietly on ore of the 
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oh > Ramn ' ” "Xov,tho Komnti vor tho hcadtnnn 
of thp ullncoand lcnov fhat Iub Taloxan 1 ’ nnmed 
Thiryo vor plcppinR on tho \nrandah of tho honso 
On honrinn thp \oicp of Ihr mn^tor, ho rapped 
at tho door bo contimiofd\ thnt a crovd gatherod 
round htm. Just thon, thp Komnti camc out of hiB 
bod-room. Rnnoinp tho nccpmblod crowd into his 
bod room, ho Fald " TjooK harp, nothing happonod 
betvivl up but a pott\ qnarrol nbout thp po\ of tho 
ohild Ihnl wn« to bo born lo ub I did no moro 
tbnn fu\ thnt I thonoht it vonid bo a male ehild 
nnd thnt I v nutd rnll it Ramn and Ramn onh. I 
did not hent hor (pomling to his wifp) thongh 
slip rniFPd a hnvl that vonid ninbo otherfl 
mifitindorFland If \ou arp not patipflod vi Ih what 
I hnvp raid, \nn may aplt tho gpntlemnn on tho 
banrn of thn roof, v.ho han bcpn nn attontivo 
vitnppF to all tbat han lmpponod” Tho ” gentleman 
of tho nighl ” van Rummoned dovn and put in 
lop«, proparatorj to Ihr bemg Font on to tho polico 
ofikor of tho nonroRt tov n 


XVI 

TUL KOM \T1 AM) 111. S 11 HUL LOAD 


/& IvOMATI nnd Ihr ifo woie relurning bomo 
from a npighb*nring \illnge and, uh thov woro 
nppronrhing it, mghl Rf*t in The daiKnoRB was bo 
thi oh thnt furthci mnrebing viib out of quoslion 
]u°t thon So thoy docidod to halt at a road-Bido 
vilingo cloBP to v.hioh thoy had coma Thoy wallced 
into it und on torod into a decent loolcing Rtruoturo, 
v/hipli hnpponed to bo tho vilingo hendman’R hoiiBO 
and ho put thom up for tho mghl. Tho cautious 


ViH»g«> pron v Ko ncln 


conBlnblo. 
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Komati, wishing to gnard himself and the jevrels- 
he carried with him agamsfc the mole6tafcions of 
the headman and his servante, tried to enter ^nto 
conversation with another Komati wbo happened 
to live opposite to the honse in which he himself 
had been lodged In this, he Encceeded, and after 
a few minntes, a big qnarrel ensned between them 
both The headman and other elders of the village 
tried to settie their differences but all to no pnr- 
pose The qnarrel contmned throughont the night 
TYhen lt was dawn, the Komati took his leave 
The whole village wondered at the manner m 
■which he had contnved to keep wide awake all 
through the night—just to aid him in gnarding his 
valnable jewels 


XTII 

THE KO MAT I'S SHORT CUT TO HEAYEX 

Æt KOMATI, after his death, was taken hefore 
Tama by Chitra and Guptn Theso are 

said to be the accountants of Tama who 1 cop 
regular lists of the good and bad actions done 
hj each haman being On turnmg over their 
acconnts, the angels fonnd that the Komati had 
not done even a single good act to de=erve being 
sent to Ileaven But he had, the nngels declnred, 
off and on pomted bv his fojefinger to wn\ farers 
the houses of gentlemen who would either feed or 
mako monei-presents to them Tamn, on henring 
thi«, ordered that the Komati’s band mnst be 
made to tonch Heaven and then the Komati vrås 
sent dovrn to Hell 

Chitra and Guptn discovered an error of theirs 
m their account hooks The error was that the 
* The Hindu God of Dcnth ond PumshmentB 
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Komati 6hould not have died when hø did So 
Yama directed them to send him baok to the mortal 
world to live out his allotted spån of life On 
hi£ return, the Komati hit upon a novel short cut 
to Heaven He remembered well enough the reasons 
that induced Yama to*oider his hånd being sent 
for a short while to Heaven To insure his whole 
b/^dy being Bent there, the next time he was 
called to account for his hfe’s work in this world, 
he ever afterwards pointed the houses of cbaritable 
people by the shakmg to right and left of his 
whole body. 


THE SON-IN-LAW ABROAD & OTHER STORIES 

BY 

MS P RAMACHANDRA ROW, BL 


[Judged by the vmformjy sorry Jigure he cuts tn JolL-lore, 
the new made son-tn-law would seem to be about the most'■ 
maltgned mtmber of Indtan hotiseholds, all sorts of oddtties, 

•awlrwardness and sluptdily being merctlessly piled on his 
devoted head A good many of the popular tales lum upon 
his relations with the members of the bnde's family His 
initial visits to them are matters of absorbmg mterest, to which 
days and mglits of anxtous thought are devoted Owing to a 
very natural desire on the part of the son-m law to be thought 
well of in every respect, »diverse innocent decepttons are resorted 
to, to mate thmgs look less ugly or more imposmg than they are, 
while from the standpoint of the bnde's family, the son-tn-law 
is looked upon as “fair game ” and is the object of muchtfun 
and practical joktng, albeit his reception and entertamment are 
on a lovmg and nght royal scale In this character, he is the 
favounte hero of many a folk-tale, and supphes the place m 
the vemacular literalure, of su,ch types as have been immortalised 
in the Pickunckians of Dickens, Handy Andy of Samuel Lover, 
and Verdant Qreen of Albert Smith ] 
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I 

HE SETS THE HOCSE OA FIRE 

T'HE following 6tory relates apparently to pre- 
■*’ historie times to an age, m short, when lamps 
and vricks were still novel lnxnries, which bad 
“jnst come ont ” and had not heen brougbt into 
general n=e, at least, in rural tracts A veritable 
Verdant Green of a son-io-law of this antiqnated 
period and from up-country was on a visit to 
his wife's parents m tbe city He gazed with 
silent wonder at the ligbts which were lit in tbe 
house after sun-down, and which'rendered mght 
as bright as day He qnestioned hiB 
mischievons imp of a brotber-m-Iaw what those 
little glimmermg things were and was banteringlj 
ansvered that they were younglings of tbe snn 
which were proenred with considerable difficnlty 
from bejond the seas, and reared with gfeat eare 
They were well worth the tronble, said he, seeing 
the immense benefit thej conferred on their owners 
The rash boy knew not that his brother-m-law 
was so dense that he would swallow as trnth all 
that he had been told, and he also forgot that 
he vas living m a thatched hon®e, and failed 
to foresee the possible conseqoences of his mis- 
chievous joke The son-in-Iaw was so enamonred 
of tbese ‘ =oIar jonnglings,” t that he desired to 
po=sess hiraself of one, nt am cost Accordmgly, 
vhen everjhodj had retired to rest and the honsc 
v-ts perfeeth qmet nnd bnried in doep slnmber, 
he got ont of his bed, valked on tiptoe to tho 
«olitan lamp in the room, nnd tal ing a hnrning 
*~icl-, concealed lt m tbe roof of the houFP, 
thmking to earrv lt home, unporceived, on tho 
folloving daj Ncedlcss to saj, the vbole bonso 
vas =oon m flames, and ell the mmates were 
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aroused Their firsfc thought was to rescne out 
of the bnrning pile as mnoh as possible all that 
waa valuable, and while every soul in the house 
was thus ba6ily occupied, the son-m-law also began 
pokmg bere and there mto the bnrning thatch 
overhead Being questioned what lt might be 
tbat he was looking for, he naively replied tbat 
he bad hidden a " solar yonngling ” in the roof, 
and that was what he was looking for He thus 
became an objeot of contempt, and was anathe- 
matized as the ldiotic autbor of the eonflagration. 


II 

HE BELABOURS HIS WIFE 

|T happened once tbat an absent-mmded son-in- 
law, who had a pecuhar habit of forgettmg the- 
name8 of things, arnved at his motber-in-law’s 
house alone on his return from a journey, and 
unaccompanied by his wife He was, as usual, 
made muoh of, and feasted right royally Several 
cunous confeotions, oakes, pies, and puddings were 
jprepared and served up for his speoial delectation. 
Of all these tempting viands, he appreoiated beat 
a kind of sandwich, a culinary dehcacy he had 
not taBted before and thinking to make his wife 
cook this preparation at home, hé asked for and 
learnt its' name # Lest his memory should play 
him false ere he reached home, he further resolved 
never to let the name go out of his mind, but 
kept contmually repeatmg and mutbermg “ sand¬ 
wich ” all the way home Arnvmg at a narrow 
stream that lay across the road, he saw a number 
of boys jumping clear aoross it, with the un- 
meanmg ory of “ Hatheri Pacha ” No- sooner 
did this reach the son-in-law’s ears, than it 
dislodged the word “ sandwich ” clear out of his 
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head, and he took up in ifcs place the crv of 
“Hathen Pacha”, and went home with il; on his hps. 

Arrived ab his honse, he told his wife what 
a savonry and nice “ Hathen Paoha" had been 
cooked for him by her mother and called npon 
her forbhwith to prepare one Of oonrse, there 
was no snch thmg as “ Hatheri Paoha ” in the 
cnlinary vocabulary of any langnage, and the 
wife professed her ignorance of what he meanb, 
and hegged him to explain The son-in-law 
thonght he was bemg made a fool of by the 
very wife of his bosom, and began to beat 
her, npon whioh she pointed to the swellings on 
her body and asked her irate lord wbetber lb 
was right to beat her into “sandwiohes” all 
over “ Ah 1 ” said onr hero, “ sandwicbes it is 
That is the very thing I wish yon to cook 
for me " 


III 

HE DROWNS HIS MOTHER.IN LA II’ 

A newly-marned farmer who had no brams, 
was retnrning home from the fields one hot 
afternoon He had been reaping and had his 
sickle snspended from his wnist-strmg He fotmd 
the blade of the Bickle hot owing to long 
evposuro to the snn, and his Btupid bram at 
once conclnded that his siekle bad been seired 
with fever, and he went Abont howling for a 
remedy A kind Samaiitan, who was passing bj, 
and who ganged the idiot’s profonnd ignoranco, 
took him to tho river-side and mado him cool 
the sickle in the water On taking it up again, 
he, of conree, fonnd it perfectlj cool, nnd 
thankmg his friend for tho kind lesson, went 
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away deeply pondermg over it Arrived at 
home, he learnt from his wife that his 
another-in-law lay in a burning fever and that 
som&thing should be done at once He betbonght 
him of the wonderfnl “ water cnre ” of the 
siokle, and he carried the poor dying woman to 
'the well and threw her plnmp down mto it 
With the rade shoek of the descent, and of 
the cold plange, the oid lady died She^lay with 
nptnrned faoe and a ghastly grin The son-m-law 
concloded that his treatment had been attended 
with marvellons snccess, and that tbe old lady 
was aotaally smiling in joy at her remarkable 
recovery, “ Grin mother-m-law mine,” exolaimed 
he, “ well may yon grin, now that the fever 
■has left yon ” 1 


IV 

THE ADVENTURES OF A MYOP1G SON-IN-LATV 


pk SON-IN-LAW whose defective vision had 
escaped notice at the time of his marriage, 
^as on his first visit to his wife’s family for 
the Dipavah feast He conld see thmgs well 
enongh m broad daylight, the defeot in his eyp 
bemg of that kind whioh is designated “ twilight 
blmdness,” that is to say, he waB blind only 
dnrmg the dark honrs It grew dask jast as he 
approached the hoase of his father-in-law and 
being no longer able to find his way with 
-oertitade, and too bashfal to enquire of others, 
he stambled into the gram-pit attached to the 
hoaBe—a hollow whore gram ib asnally stored in 
raral parts As he was gropmg helplessly at 
'the bottom, and making frantic effortB to reach 
>the surface, he was espied by his brotber-in-law 
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who kmdly oame to his aid, and helped him ont 
of the pifc In explanation of his stranee antios, 
he eaid thab he was measurmg thø dopfch of 
the gram-pit to compare lt with his owri at 
home He nexb enooontered a sporting ram which 
was loosely tied to a pillar of the house, and 
having fallen fonl of lt m his progress into the 
honse, received a staggering blow on his knee- 
cap from its well-trained head, whioh oanBed lt 
to smart with pain The ram had iron rings on 
his horns and bells ronnd its neok whioh made 
a clinking noise as lt bntted him, and the 
Bon-in-law had made a mental note of this faot 
As the family was assembled for the festive 

supper, the motber-in-law, who had, in honour 
of the ocoasion, deoked berself with bracelets, 
rings and anklets, came round serving ghee, 
as is usual on snoh ocoasions As she moved 

from guosb to gnest, the ornaments Bbø worø 
prodnoed a sound not nnlike tbat produood 
by the flghting ram that had bnrt tbe 
hero He, poor soul, thmking thab the ram had 
broken loose began to hit out right and lofb with 
his clenohed fists, with the result that his 

mother-in-law received a smart blow on the noso, 
and was compelled to beat a hasty and somowhat 
undigniGed retreat, in ordor to repair damages 
IJor was this all The orowning feat was still 
to come later on. 

When he had rotired f or the night, the 

son-in law conflded to his wife the causo of all 
his tronbles, and begged hor to arrango some 
method whereby he might Ond tho way out of, 
and into, the bed-room without guidanco during 
tho night, should he have occasion to go out 
Tho wife fetched a ropo of Btraw, and fastoning . 
ono end of it to a pillar m tho yard, tied tho 
othor end to a leg of the cot Tho blind husband 
found the rope usoful whon he wonb out, but on 



THE SON-IN-IiAW ABEOAD & OTHEE STOEIES 81 


his return journey, the rope, which had been, 
meanwhile, eafcen away by the ram, was no 
longgr available as a gnide He was, therefore,. 
fchrown npon his own deviees, and nnforfcunately 
oame acrosB bis mother-in-law, whose bed-room 
he reaohed mstead of his own The lady raised 
an alarm,' wherenpon hghfcs were fetohed, and the 
hero was discovered in a smgnlar phght Hi& 
ready wit, however, did not desert him, and the 
son-in-law scored again, for on being asked for 
an explanation of his behavionr, he at once 
replied that he had come to prostrate himself at 
his mother-m-law’s feet, and to beg her pardon 
for his rode condnct at supper time. 


V 

HE WEEPS OVER HANDWRITING 


A son-in-law, whose pnrsmt of stndy had been 
snddenly arrested at so early a stage that 
he knew only one or two letters af the alphabet 
as they were written big on black-board and 
slate, chanced to be on a visit to his wife’s 
honse—when both the head of the family and 
his eldeBt son were absent on business m a 
distant part of the country. For several days, 
no letters had arrived from the absentees, and 
the _ family was in a state of great anxiety in 
regard to their health and welfare—the more so 
as an epidemic, of a virulent type was reported 
to be ragmg m that part of the country whither 
their business had called them 

One mornmg, after a long interval of silence, 
the postman’s welcome voice was heard at the 
door, and the letter reeeived was put mto the 
hånds of the son-m-law, who alone was hkely to 
be able to read and explain the contents. 

6 
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No sooner did the son-in-law open tho letter, 
and bestow a glance at the handwriting lnBido, 
than he bnrat forth erving, and, at sipht of 

this, the rest of the family, concluding that tho 
letter conveyed tidmgs of some evil that had 

happened to the absentees, followed snit—and 
the whole honae was eoon in an npfoar Tho 
neighbonrs were attracted by this goneral lamon- 
tation, nntil at last one of thom, to tnako snro 
what tho commotion was ahont, snatohed tho 

letter ont of the son-in-law’s hånd, and on 
reading lt, fonnd to his Bnrpii6e, that lt convejod 
news of the welfare of the absentees, of tho 

enccesafnl termmation of their business, and tho 
probabihtj of their early retnrn Thero was 
absolutely nothing in it to warrant any grief 
The matter was explained to the women-folk of tbo 
honse, who referred to tho still weoping son-in law 
as tho oanBe of their grief, whilo tho latter to 
whom no amonnt of persnasion conld bung any 
comfort, pointed to the initial “ A ” of tho missive 
He bemoanod its crnel fate, and exclaimod, hetwoon 
lus sohs “ Has it come to thiB, my old friend ? 
How they mnst have starved and stinted jon to 
mnko jon tnrn so small as almost to bo* invisib’o 
"Whon I first made yonr acqnamtanco at Rchool, 
yon woro as hig ns tho whole slato npon whioli I 
wrotejon To thmk that they ehonld havo ro lll- 
treated jon that yon have grown smnllor than a 
•fly!” It thns tnrnod ont that tho son-in-law conld 
not ovon spell words, bnt onlv had a dim concep- 
tion of tho size of letters in largo hånd copy whilo 
his mtellcct was fonnd to be equally poor, as it 
led him to fanej that tho attcnnated natnro of tho 
letter in the missivo was dno to its having beon 
deprivod of needfnl nonrishmont And one and all 
blessed the Eon-in law tbat thmgs were no worso. 
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VI 

THE COXVEBSATIONAL SCJIEME THAT r AI LED 

nk son-in-law had gro^n stone-deaf Bince his 
lnst ivieib to bis wifo’s parents He wished 
to pav a Msit to his bed-ridden father-in-law, 
and, at tbo Fftmo time, to concoal biB own 
infirmitv He nccordmglj r bit upon a novel 

plan, and drew up a programmo of his proposed 
dmlogue with tbe patient, consistmg of sot 
questions, tbo probable replies to which 

could be gne==ed with tolerable certainty “ I 
shall begm," caid tho son*m-law to himself, " by 
askmg tbe old gentleman liow be feele Be will, 
of course, Eay that bo is feebng a little better, 
upon wbicb I eball obBervo tbat I am debghted 
to hear it I will then ask bim wbat med;cme 
be is taking, and on getting tho oid man's reply, 
cay thnt it is tho beBt tbing for bim I eball 
finally enquire wbo his medical attendant is, and 
on tho old man's nammg somo one, I will Bay 
bc conld not lmve made a better choice ” 

* Having thus menlally arranged this imagmary 
converpation, be arm ed at bis destination, and 
at onco began bis cnquiries But he did not 
take mto account tbat whilo man proposes one 
way, God disposes of thmgs another way, and 
tbat it is tbo une\pected wbich always happens. 
To tho fir8t question, as to bow he was feebng, 
tbe old man, wbo was decidedly growing more 
and more peevisb, answered that he was as good 
as dead The son-in-law did not, of course, catch 
tbe words, but presuming that tbo old gentleman 
was reporting an impiovomont, at once observed 
that be was debghted to hear it, a remark the 
apparent heartlessness of whioh irntated tbe 
patient beyond endurance. He then enquired 
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abont the medierne presenbed, to which the irate 
patient replied that he vrås taking “ brick-bats,” 
and tbe son-m-law at once set abont praising 
the excellent properties of so rare a medierne 
than which, said he, nothing vrås more suitable 
to the case By this time, the patience of the 
aihng man had been vrell-nigh exhausted, bnt he 
had yet one more ordeal to ondergo ‘‘TVho is 
yonr medical attendant 9 ” quoth tbe son-in-law 
and the ansvrer was that lt was Yama himself 
the God of Death, to vrhose care he had 
committed himself The son-in-law expressed his 
raptnrons delight at so wise a choice, and added 
that, in the circumstances, he conld hardly 
entertam any donbt as to the welcome resnlt 
that vrås snre to follovr This was too mnch 
for the patient who naturally flew into snch a 
frenzy of rage that he even got np, and kicked 
his tormenting visitor downstairs Thns it 
happened that a programme so masterly m its 
conception proved an ntter fatlnre in execntion 


VII 

.4 ns IT IX BOR RO WED CLOTEES 


fl son-m-law, on his initial visit to his wife’s 
famih for the Pongal feast after his 
mnrnace, chose for his companion dnrmg his 
visit a person of a rather dense nnderstandmg 
It so happened tbat, owing to the poverty of 
his own wardrobe, the son-in-law had to hire a 
6mart turban for the occasion from the village 
washerman To prevent, however, the secret of 
its leaking out through the stnpiditj of hie 

fric”d, Le deemed it prudent to admonish and 
cauticn his companion that he was on no account 
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iio divulge to their relatives the faot that the 
rgrand turban the son-m-law was wearmg had 
been hired for the oceasion This lesson was so 
well* hammered mto his head that he could 
hardly say anything else by way of reply to 
questions with which the relatives greeted the 
party abont the welfare and prosperity of the 
family of theu son-m-law. This strange allusion, 
throughout the companion’s talk, to the son-in-law’s 
turban, and his ceaBeless aeseveration, in Beason 
and out of season, that he could personally vouoh 
for the faet that the turban was his own 
^.bsolute property, oreated a suapicion m the 
minds of the hosts who, after watohmg their 
guests closely, soon arnved at definite oonoluBions. 
“The son-m-law returned home utterly diBComfited. 


VIII 

“ VNDOUBTEDLY ” 


Ok oertain wandenng Gipsy owned a pet parrot 
whom he had. taught to repeat the word 
“ undoubtedly ” m answer to anything said withm 
itfs hearmg By way of obtairiing for hiB pet 
hird credit for a marvellous power of divination, 
he used to carry <the hird on his arm to Bome 
selecbed spot where he had previously taken 
care to bury some money m secret, and there, 
amidet a crowd of Ipectators, put lt the questions 
“ Sball I find money here?” The parrot wouid, 
of course, articulate “undoubtedly”—the sole word 
he had been taught, and the wily Gipsy wouid 
then delve for the boried money, and exhibit lt, 
with an air of trmmph, to the Bpectators standmg 
open-mouthed with astomshment This made many 
of thom green with envy, ab the thonght of the 
nntold millions withm reaoh of hia owner 
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One of these, vrhose simphcity mp.ae him en 
easy dope to this transparent dodge, began to 
cast Ionerne eyes on the bird, and hopmg to 
enrich himself by the acqnisition of this veritable 
treasore of a parrot, he beeame lts prond 
possessor having paid down a price that wonld 
ha'-e been a htng’s r^nsom No sooner did the 
foo! arrive home with the frnit of his follv, 
than he at onee pnt the parrot to the test, •md 
began to ply the bird vith qnestions as he lied 
seen its former ovvner do The nsnal answer 
being retnrned, he dng np each spot m succession, 
bat fonnd no treasnre anywhere It was, at last, 
borne m npon his mind that he bad been made 
a dcpe of by the wandermg Gipsy, and he cried 
ont in the bitterness of his disappointment, " What 
a born idiot am I to be gnlled by snch a transparent 
trick r ’ “ Undonbtedly ” came the parrot’s apt 
reply, the sole mstance in vhich its words proved 
trne, and the pnrcbaser, it is saperflaons to say, 
beeame a sadder bat a vriser man 

IX 

sum:ioxixg the jf.UriciAX 


g 1 HE ovmer of a honse vho vrås ahont to 
retire to rest for the nigbt, fonnd a thief 
concealed m the strnctnre of the roof 

On the pretence of nssuring himself if al! 
his chest= had been loeked np, the ovrner set about 
fnmbhng -’meng his boves one after the other, vrhen 
be, all on a snaden vrithdrevr his band vrith a 
sb~rp shriel Ecreammg ont that he had been 
Ftncg bj a scorpion He thereupon eet np " Iond 
ho~l rs if in agomz.na ram, and this bronght 
to the spot a neighbcnr vho vns noted for his 
crective spdls agninst the scorpion bite The 
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latter then began his mcantations, keepmg time, 
all the while, with a bnnoh of margosa twigs, 
which he brandished, time and agam, over the 
affecfbed spot. Afber an interval, he questioned 
the sufferer lf the pain had been allayed, to 
which the house-owner replied that the scorpion’s 
venom, which had shot np his arm, had mdeed 
come down, “ but not eo,” added he, the worthy 
stranger who is perched uncomfoibably high among 
the rafters The neighbour looked up, discovered 
the thief, and helped to have him secured. 

S 

FEIGNING MADNESS 

pk thief Iay in hiding, one night, in a bean-shed 
of a tradesman’s house The latter, how- 
ever, scented him out, as he went mto the yard 
to wash. his hånds and mouth, af ter Bupper, but 
fearing to raise an alarm withont assistance near 
at hånd, he bade his wife fetoh a potful of water. 
When his wife fetched what he wanted, he began 
to rinse his mouth slowly, spittmg out the gargle, 
on each occasion, m a well-directed squirt at the 
thief that lay there m hiding. Agam, he bade his 
wife fetch another potful, which he dealt with m 
the same way. , A third and a fourth potful were 
thus disposed *of, when the wife, surprised at this 
strange prooeedmg, »questioned him about it The 
husband, in reply, treated her to a similar mouthful, 
when the woman, concluding that her spouse had 
hecome demented, ran and fetohed a large number 
of their neighbours to oome and help quiet him 

The neighbours questione'd him upon his m- 
explicable conduob, when the suppoBed lunatio thus 
addressed them —“ Listen, fnends and neighbours t 
It is like this I married this woman, when 
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she vrås five years old, loaded her vith costly 
ornaments and bronght her np in the lap of 
luxury, gratifymg all her desires vithout stint 
or measnre, and yet becanse, forsooth, I spat^one 
monthfal of vater at her, she eonld not brook lt, 
bnt must needs 6et it dovn to my having gone 
mad, and snmmon you to come and bind me 
On the other hånd, do but cast a glance at that 
patient gentleman behmd the bean-shed (mdicatmg 
the concealed thief) vho, though he oves me not 
a single benefit, has yet contained his patience 
nnder circumstanc'fes vhich rendered his situation 
intolerable, having received the contents of four 
large pots of vater, vhich I had gargled on bim 
Ask him, friends, lf at all you doubt my vords ” 
The neighbours looked in the direction indicated, 
vhen they 6av the thief dnppmg all over, and m 
direful plight They at once sav through the 
cunning device of feigned madness vhicb, they 
perceived, vas a mere ruse to summon their 
assistance in order to apprebend the thief, and 
they accordingly captnred the thief 


XI 

A SUDDEX OUTBUEST OF FriESD^HlP 

ilNE evening, as a petty shop keeper, nbout to 
^ lock up, vas engaged in r countmg a pile of 
coppers he had gained during the day, a friend 
dropped in for a talk "While the shop keeper 
vas telling the coins, a sharp gust of vind blev. 
out the ligbt, vhen be became suspicious and, 
fearing that his friend migbt annev a handful of 
tbo money, under cover of dnrkness, at once 
grasped his friend vith both his bands and 
enlargmg on th° intimnte fnendship that had 
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subsisted between tbe two, over smce their cbild- 
hood, begged bis friend to take an oabh thafc tbeir 
mtimacy sbonld continne nnbroken to tbe last 
mofaent of tbeir lives. "A hght woald soon be 
fortbcoming" said he, as be shonted oat to his 
wife to fetcb one, and tightened his grip over his 
fnend’6 arms at tbe same time, “ and I want yon 
to swear to oar friendsbip in its sacred presence.” 
So saying, he held his friend’s arms fast, and did 
not relas bis bold until the light arrived, and 
tbe friend took tbe oath reqaired, by raising and 
Tiringing down his own right band on the right 
palm of his friend. 


XII 

WINKING FOR DEAR LIFE 


'■■NE afternoon, an idle yonth of the money-Iendmg 
^ fraternity, who was rather vam of his personal 
graces and greatly fanoied himself when the fair 
ses was near bim, was saantenng along the street 
which fronted the royal palace, when he espied 
the Qaeen, gazmg steadily through a window which 
commanded the tboroughfare The ldle yoath who, 
as already observed, was a vam fellow, imagined 
tbat the Queen was looking at him, and ventnred to 
give her a wink m acknowledgement of what he 
fondly fancied, wa£ an amorons glance direoted 
at him. 

The Qaeen romarking this, felt mdignant at 
the insalt, and told the Sovereign of lt daring the 
night, addmg that she coald single oat the fellow 
who had insnlted her, if all the money-lenders of 
tbe eity were sammoned to appear at the palaoe 
on the morrow. Accordmgly, the King caased a 
'proclamation to be made thronghout the oapital, 
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and summoned all adnlfc male members of this 
profession to rnnster at tbe palace gates bj 8 p ji 
on pain of severe penalties On hearing this, tbe 
fraternity concerned held a secret conolave, *and 
enqmred lf anj member of theii profession bad 
oontnved to give offence to Rojalty, when it leahed 
out, to their sarprise and consternation, that tbe 
vain yoath bad cast a glance on the Queen on tbe 
previous evening The assembly then ponderod 
deeplj over tbe matter, and came to the conclusion 
that his only eafetj lay in winking, vigoroiiBlj 
and ineeBsantly, with both eyes, until thej bad 
showm themselves to the Kmg, and retnrned home 
in eafety 

When they appeared at tbe palace, tho Qnron 
instantiv spotted ont and indicated tho cnlprit The 
King 6ent for and questioned him sternh, npon 
his rude behavionr of the previous oveniDg, but all 
tbe reply he got was a series of intormiDablo winks, 
nccomptvnied by a most gnileless look Tho King 
then turned to the nssembled crowd for an 
esplanation of this strange phenomenon, and was 
respectfally informed tbat the lad" was habio to 
occasional fits of winking, and that wben once tbe 
flt came on, it lasted for three daj s at least This 
sufficed to hoodwink the King, and tbiiB did tho 
foolibh jonth escape from ltnmment penl of his lifo- 

xin 

TBE BURGEAR DI SCO i ! \ZRED BY HIS 
Oli K PRECAL T/O.V 


/U' burglar learnmg that the polico wore in hot 
pnrsuit of hmi, and thinking of " anj port in 
a storm,” bid himself inside a green store in lus 
own house, afler givmg stnct injanction to his 
son—a jonng fellow of some half-a-doren summers 
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—that lf nnv one vrere to qaestion him ahout his 
whereabouts, he vrås not to reveal his place of 
concealment. The lad ngreed, and no sooner had 
tb(? father disappeared than the police pat m their 
appearance, and enqnired for ” Papa ” “Papa,” said 
the yonng hopefnl, “ is not bidmg in the gram 
store Yon may be ceitam of lt.” The strangeness 
of the answer cansed the policemen to evplore 
the store where they fonnd their qaarry huddled 
together m a heap at the bottom 


XIV 

TIDI.\OS OF THE BATTLE 


ifi/HEN it vrås reported to a certain king that 
his enemy’s army was marching on his 
Capital, he sent his own commander-in-ehief to 
meet and disperse the foe ere he approached the 
precincts of the city. 

An ltinerant vendor of snndry stores followed 
the kmg’s troops hoping to make a considerable 
profit by vending provisions to the king’s soldiers, 
but finding that the latter had been disasttonsly, 
routed by the enemy, and that the remnant of 
the king’s army had torned tail and fled back 
in confosioD, ( he began to retrace his steps 
citywards, as fast as his legs conld carry 
him. The king, vrho was watching from the 
balcony of his palace, to see lf any one 
arnved from the scene of the battie that 
conld give him tidmgs of the enconnter, 
espied the ltinerant vendor rnnning home in hot 
haste He snmmoned him and asked him how 
the battie went “ Onrs, Sire' is the victory ” 
said the other, whose native -wit indaced him to- 
disgnise the nnwelcome tidmgs of the defeat. 
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Pressea to state the groands of his information, 
his rpply was eminently eharacteristic, for his 
ennmng answer was " thongh the enemy is 
pntting forth every effort to overtake onr sol'diers, 
the latter are ontrnnmng and distancmg them 
The race, therefore, is onrs for eertain ” Tho 
king conld scarcely help adminng the man’s 
ready -svit, deeply vesed thongh he was at the 
defeat of his troops 


XV 

PAYIXG A FPIEXD IX HIS OTT.Y COIX 


j\ BAZAAR man of siender means wbo was 
engaged in a petty trade, and was disirons 
of adding to his small Capital, obtained a Ioan 
of 1,000 pagodas from ten sowcars, bnt after a 
time, ib occnrred to him that lt ivonld prove 
a shorter road to nches lf be conld hoodwink 
his creditors 

He accordmgly secreted all his propertv, and 
started a ramonr that he had been robbed of 
his all at a dacoity m his honse, and had been 
rednced to absolnte pennry 

One of his creditors, the hårdest, the shrewd- 
est, and the most nuscrnpnlons of tbe lot, vrho 
did not fnlly beheve the story of the dncoity, bnt 
snspected that tbere vrere stiH somo few pichings 
to be got ofi the tradesman’s bones, called on him 
m a fnendlj rai, and offered to pat him tip to 
a dodge by follomng vrbich he could efTectnallj 
get rid of all bis creditors, provided he himself 
ns paid his does Tne debtor ennerlj closed 
vrith this Ouer, upon nhich the creditor instroctod 
him to Iauch a maniacal langh, and crj ont 
" Bay' Bay' ” to all his other crcditon, bj way 
of reply to anjthing they micht ask 
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This advice was implioitly followed, and the 
debfcor even went to the extent of treatmg the 
adviser himself > (when he came to claim the 
reward of his services) in the same manner, for 
be greeted him with an ldiotio stare and a borst 
of frenzied langbter, followed by the nnintelligible 
cry of “ Bay i Bay!” The friend oontamed his 
patienoe, as hest as he eonld, for a few minntes, 
and then, pnlhng a long face, said " Bay-Bay 
has done well m the oase of the otbers, but it 
was I that gave yon the hint!” “ Hint or no 
hint,” stammered ont the dehtor, “it is Bay-Bay 
all round. Bay-Bay to yon, and Bay-Bay to all!” 


XVI 

AN HONEST THIEF, A EING AND EIS MINISTER 


HARDENED thief, who was addicted to 
every’ conceivable vice, sougbt absolution 
from his priest. The latter asked , him to give 
up bis bad ways, but the thief would not The 
priest thereupon proposed to the thief that he 
should at least give up the sm of lymg, to 
which the thief agreed 

That very night, the thief set out on his 
business to stsal mto the royal palaoe and take 
whatever he oould # lay hånds on m the shape of 
valuables, The king, who was loitermg about 
the premises m disgmse, encountered the thief, 
and questioned him whither >, he was bound, to 
which the thief, having vowed to speak the 
truth, replied that he proposed to rob the king 
that night The kmg asked lf he also might 
accompany and help him, and the thief agreed. 
Arrived at the palace, the thief posted the kmg 
outside as a sentinel to watch, while he went 
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in He fonnd three valnable rabies lying loose 
on tbe king’s table, bnt as three would be an 
odd namber to divide among two, he left ono 
alone and bronght away two, of which he 
offered tbe ting one, and took the other for 
bis share The ting examined his table after bo 
entered the palace, bnt fonnd that the thief had 
left one of the rnbies on the table Next 
mormng, the ting snmmoned his minister and 
telling him that thieves appeared to have entered 
the palace overmght, asked him to see wbat was 
missing The minister,, who fonnd the single 
roby, pocteted it and reported that the rnbies 
left on the rojal table had all been made awaj 
with by the thieves The ting conclnded at 
once that the thief was a more honest man than 
his own minister, and distnissmg the latter, 
rewarded the thief for his trnthfolness 

XVII , 

TUE BRAHMACEAEIS' THAT UTSET A BO AT 


i\ DEEP river, which ran across a pnbhc. 

highway, nsed to be crossed in a ferrj 
boat "When the boat was quite fail, on one of 
lts trips, and was abont to start for the opposite 
bank, it was boarded by a woman *vith a bandle 
of brooms for sale, a snakes charmer with a 
poisonons serpent m a box, and a monkey dancer 
with his tnonkej They were soon followed by 
a Brahmacharin who begged hard to be tahen 
in He, also, was admitted bj the greedy 
ferrj-man, m spite of the nnammons protests of 
the other passengers, who knew that a 
IBrahraacharin had decided leanings towards 
mischief To prevent his pleying any pranks, the 
boatman secnred the Brabmm yoath whose handB 
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finding nothing amiss, went up to the donkev, 
and gave him a good beating for having unneees- 
sarily distnrbed his rest, after which he again 
retired to sleep The thieves retnrned and rohoed 
the washerraan of all there was in the honse 
The dog, who had remained a silent spectator of 
all this, then tnrned to the donkey and exclaimed, 
“ See how onr master rewards fidelity to his 
interests, and behold also the mischief of people 
meddling m bnsmess which concerneth them not 
Had you minded yonr own affairs, yon had' 
escaped a sore skm to night 1 " 


NEW IHDIAN TALES 

BT 

MR C HAYAVADANA RAU, BA. BL 


[To an Enghshman sojoummo or staymg in India, a 
l-noicledgc of i s peoples is highly neeessary Kothmq is hlely 
lo gne him a truer insight into the character of the people 
of tins country than the tales that arc eurrent among them 
The present is only a random selcction A qrcat ni anu of 
thc’e arc distmc'ly amusing, tchilc f'omc at least of them 
aopear to hare their foundations on faet Tor obnoits reasons, 
no a'tempi i* made in there pages to probc the historieal 
ongms of the la'ter Jtidginq the rtories from thr standpoint 
of the listener , one *kould thi ni. that tome of them arc just 
thos' f} ia t trould male cren ih' most moros' enjoy a hearty 
lauqh II is a common behef thal Indians are a philosophteal 
ra'c tct'h htlle of t! at hi'anty that 15 so marLcd a fea ure 
of'le peoples of tic 117 , 0 ' TI c t- tal' ’ hour'rer, g, re ti' he 
dirc'l to tf at efl rcpca’rd opinion Wf at'rcr th'ir pi ih'op* j, 
tkey art a ra" that can male and cnjoj a jole ] 
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I 

THE TALE OF TWO CUPS 


A POOR man, with a nnmber of children, was 
daily entreated by his wife to try his luok 
in some other country. He at IaBt yielded to her 
importunities and resolved upon a long tour. 
Overjoyed at his determination, his wife, as 
hecame a thoughtful woman, prepaied for him 
an excellent dish of onrd-and-nce and, handmg 
lt to him, asked him to partake of lt on the 
bank of a river and sleep, when necessary, 

under the cool shade of a big tree. With his 
dish in hi6 band, the poor man trudged on 
some miles during the hottest part of the 
day. At last, he arnved near a river, 

seemg wbich his wife’a counsel came to his 
mind He looked round for a tree and having 

espied a grove not far away, he moved with 

difficulty to it He suspended his dish from one 
of the branches of a tree and lay down to take 
some rest Unaccustomed to suoh travel, he soon 
fell* asleep and „knew not what took plaoe there- 
atter. It was evonmg, and Parvati and Paramesvar, 
the twin-deities fond of travel, happened just 
then to pass that way. The soft breeze carned 
the sweet smell of the dish to them, and Parvati, 
eager to know*what it was, suggested they might 
descend to the earth below and see wherefrom 
came the pleasing smell. Paramesvar assented and 
both came down from thefr Yimanat and saw the 
poor traveller sound asleep, while his food was 
wafted gently by the breeze. Parvati suggested 
that they might partake of the dish, the more so 
as they were very much exhausted Paramesvar 

* A favounto dish with Hindus of all classes. 
fHoavonly aero-plane 
7 



•98 


røDIÅN TÅLES 


agreeing, they emptied its contents and made a 
hearty repast They then replaced the bronze onp 
of the traveller with a golden onp of magical 
powers, and resnmed their aerial flight 'The 
traveller was awakened soon affcer, and, heing 
hungry, thought of the food hanging from the tree 
He washed himself zn the river and taking the 
dish to ita banks, he epread a plantain leaf and 
took the dzsh to his leaf Untying it, he fonnd 
not his own bronze onp bat the golden one Ieft 
by the deities “ Lo! what has happened ? 
Whose work is this ? Is this, after all, a dream ?” 
So exclaimmg, he took the onp, and lookmg at it 
eagerly on all sides, he placed it npside down on 
his own leaf when he fonnd his platter fnll of the 
ohoicest cakes “ This ib a gift of tbe gods,” 
muttered he to himself, and soon fiuishing his 
meal, he ran homewards with the golden cnp 
He narrated the story of the exchango to his 
wife, who felt overjoyed at the prospect now 
open to them To mark their thankfnlness to the 
benignant deities, they stood a dinner to all the 
people m their village, who were not a littlo 
astonished at the magical onp and its proporties 
of satisfying all the wishes of their possessors. 

Envions of their prosperity, the wife of tho 
adjoining honse-owner worried her hnBband to go 
ont on a travel and bring a similnr cnp She also 
gave him a cnp of onrd-and-nce, atid he lay down 
under the shade of a tree as his ncighbour had 
done, after he had gone a good distance A 
Brahmn-Raksbasa* and his wife chanced to pnss 
that way, and attracted by the smell, they 
descended to tbo earth and partnking of tbo 
contents of the cnp, they replaced the bronze cnp 
with a leaden onp After n while, the travellor 
woke np and noticing tho cbnngo m tho cnp, he 
* A Hindu liobgobhn 
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-at once went back to his wife Highly pleased, 
she invited all the Tillågers to a feast The 
•platters being spread, the cup was placed npside 
down on the first of them Immediately after 
that, two hobgoblinB rose np and cnt off the 
nose of the man who sat at the head of the 
platter and went on lepeating their crnel work, 
nntil all ended m confnsion and the people 
fled to their homes 

Envy bnngs pumshmcnt in its ti am. 


;ii 

THE TALE OF TWO IDIOTS 


W HEN a hig dram was beaten, two idiots 
thonght that there was a man inside the 
dram who made the noise lt prodnced When 
the'drammer went oat to collect some dry sticks 
tcT kindle a fire over which he might heat his 
dram, the two idiots approached and olosely 
esamined it One of them tore one end of lfc 
and pat his hånd in, while the other did the 
same at the ’other end Each, toaching the 
other’s hånd inside,*thonght he had caught the 
man makmg the noise As they stood qaarrelhng 
there, the drammer came and, seemg what they 
had done with his dram, severely thrashed both 
of them and torned them oat 
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III 

TEE TEIEF CAUGET BED-EANDED 


BL MAN had trained a parrofc with greafc care 
and had tanghfc lfc how to speak Whenever 
he called ont “ Ham * Ram ' -tvhere are yon ? ” 
lfc vronld reply “ Here I am ” One day, another 
man entered his honse with a number of ofcher 
people, and at a convemenfc opporfcnmty opened 
the cage and fcransferfed the parrofc from lfc infco 
his own pockefe Afc thafc moment, fche owner 
came np to exhibifc his hird and cried ont, " Ram » 
Ram * where are yon ? ” “ Here am I, here am I," 
cried oofc the hird from the pockefc of the man, 
to vrhom lts ovrner tvanted to exhibifc the hird 
The man ■was fonnd ont and made over to the 
Kotwal for pnnisbmenfc according to law 
A tlncj lays his omi snaic 


IV 

TEE K1NG AND TEE OLD MAN 


flN old man was once bnsy ploughing his field, 
ivhen the kmg of the countrj, who ivaB an 
ldler, happened to ride thafc vraj*" Attracted bj 
fche benfc-down fignre of thh old man, bo drow 
np his rems and called onfc to him He qmckly 
ran to the kmg and, prostratmg himself beforc 
him, begged to knovr ivhat his Soiereign Lord 
demanded of him Cnnons to ktiow his age, the 
kmg asked him if he had known his father, the 
late kmg “ "Tes," said he, "I had known him 
* Amoocit Hindu3, lt is customarj to a\oid o diroct 
qucstioa os to age 
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-and his father, my Lord’s grandfather and . . 
"“You are then over seventy-five years of age,” 
interynpted the king. “ May be,” qmetly replied 
the old man, “ but my Lord will permit me to 
say that I am bat seven years now ” “ Ah! Ah 1 

what is lt yon say? seven years, only seven 
years ? J1 'ej aonlated the kmg in surprise. “So it 
is, my Lord,” replied the old man, “connting 
only the number of years I have hved for the 
.good of others Of what benefit is it to others 
to live a hfe of slothfnlness and ease ? ” The 
•king was deeply tonched by the wise words of 
the old man, and, thankmg him, rode off. From 
that day onwards, the king was a different man 
-altogether. 


THE RAYA AND APPAJI 

BY 

MR T M. SUNDARAM AIYAR 


Tn 1509 Knshna Deva Baya succeeded to the nch dominions 
■of his father who had added to his Vijayanagar Provinces 
the distncts of Madura, Tanjore, Tnchy and Tmnevelly The 
relations between the Baya and his Minister Appaji were 
Jar more mtimate than those of Buler and Minister Appaji 
was looked upon \y Knshna Deva as his confidential fnend 
and boon compamon Many stones are extant of the difficul- 
ties and penlous situations in which the Baya found himself 
and from which he was mvanably exlncated by the wit of his 
trusty fnend and adviser This collection contains some of 
these instruchve and amusing stones 
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I 

EOW APPAJI BECAME THE PRIME MINISTER 


iHE Eaya had occasion to send for the rnlers- 
”*■ of all the tnbntRry States nnder his swax 
for consultation on some politieal problems On 
the appomted day all of them presented them¬ 
selves except one who sent his minister Appaji 
as his representative As each vaesal paid his 
homnge to the mighty potentate. the Eaya mado 
kind enqmnes regnrding the country of each of 
them "When Appaji’s tnrn came, he was presented, 
and the Eaya asked him his name He snbmitted 
that he was called Appaji and that he came to 
represent his master The Eaya, tbongh offended 
at the absence of his vassal, pnt on a -calm 
face over it and directed Appnji to send for his 
master And in obedience to the mandate Appnji 
reqnested hi6 master to come and remain at a 
village some fonr miles from the Capital Hean- 
wbile the Eaxa in one of his rides happened in 
passing bj- a bntcher’s shop to see a hntcher 
flaying a sheep, and qnickly tnrniDg to Appnji 
he reminded him of his order to send for his 
master Appaji wrote to his master and reqmred 
him to go back nt once to his capital, which he 
did Some days after, while"the Eaya vrås in a 
Ray mood, he asked Appaji lf b»s master had 
beon sent for and Appaji gave him a negative 
reply. The Eaya demanded the reason for his 
negligence, and Appaji eaid he wonld give it 
ont lf the Eaya wonld promise that no 
harm wonld he done to his master The 
Eaya granted his request and Appaji cxplained 
that his master had really come, but boforo 
he conld paj homnge to his mnjesty he had 
to bo warned to go, becanse the Eaya wns mighlily 
displeased with him On being qnestioned how 
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Appaji had made onfc that, he related fche moident 
of the scene in the bntchor’s shop and sfcated 
that, he conclnded therefrom that the Raya had 
a great mind to deal i^ith his master as the 
butcher did vrith the sheep and so he tried to 
save his master On henring this, the Raya was 
astonishcd nt Appnji's sagacity and fidelity and 
appointed him Prime Minister nt his own Court. 

II 

STAK DA HD 01' COM! O HT AND POSITION IN LIFE 


ilN n certnin nieht, it ramed heavily At day- 
^ hrcalc wben the ram ccnscd, the Raya and 
his Minister ^ent fora mornmg stroll through the 
fields outside the town to inspect the floods, and 
ndmire the beautj and grandeur of the picturesque 
scenerj around While thej were passmg by a 
sheep-fold, thej saw a shephord soundly sleeping 
on a bed of rough stones, while his hair was 
danghng in the water tbat was flowmg under him. 
Seeing tbis, the Raia e\claimed “ Is the man ahve 
or «3ead ? ” Appaji 6aid that the man was not 
dcad, but cnjoyed sweet sleep The Raya doubted 
lf one could sleep so soundly on Buch a bed of 
stones in the cold weathcr, with water washing 
his hair Appaji explamed tbat it all depended upon 
a man’s positiGn in hfe. Tho Raya, with a view 
to venfy tho statement, bad tho shepherd removed 
to bis palace, and gradually raised him to a high 
position m tho State, by which he was enahled 
to enjoy all kinds of prmcely comforts. One day 
the Raya caused the shepherd to walk along wet 
ground The same day he caught cold and began 
to ail from fever. Now that the Raya was fully 
convinced of the truth of the maxim enunoiated by 
Appaji, he had the shepherd cured by his durbar 
phyeician and commended Appaji’s shitewdness. 
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or o ir ri rn 1 - nn: rnflioiont Tho Jln\n. confident 
nf flir roinj v-oihr* mrril** nf tho rnndidnles, 
prrnnifod J rr *mmo moro npportnmtioR for IobIidr 
tho ro"rp of tho Qi i on'* nominee. 


IV 

. f i! h V,i X 


I m: for'o nf Aj'j'ou ppro^d for nnd wido nnd 
“*■ r n-bf d ovr n tho nr*, of tho pronf Dolhi 
P*>d«bn Gro*-inp donronf of lontinp Appnjt’p 
5r^n irrjf’h' hu po\ or* of ohpor\ntion, nnd 
fhro*“dnrn a* • i< dom ho indontod on tlio Rnja 
for * or o nn*,pt* mlihirr 1 ' Tho T5n%n wnnnon- 
jltrtf' 1 ord mn« tillod Appnji. Appnji onmn to 
'ho ro'rno nnd rmd thnt tlioj rnuld bo 

fo ind nnd bro’r nol homo do\iBinp plnnR on 
hr ♦~v. Ho tillod n rountr\ rnrt vrith onrth 
nrd ro* od rrr jr nf r ibhtiron in it Tho Koodn 
tor,I ront nnd tho onbbipoH prf w in plontj A 
* <'h hr foro tho nppnintnd timo, ho ndunod tho 
V.i\n tn rend tho rnrt tn tho Snltnn Tho Pndnhn, 
fin ror-fip! nf tho mo mp r thhnpop, v.-np mnch 
jiloirfd * li h App iji‘« rbro * dno* r nnd hcnccforth 
lind n Jjiph ropnrd for him. 

i V 

HOH M’Pi .11 77 <*cr/ 1 > 7 un HA YA 

Snltnn of Dolhi lind ofton ROnt hifi poldiors 
npninrl (ho Itn>n to dofont him, bat nll hiB 
nitomptfi hnd provod iinfiuroefififal. Ho now 
dotorrninod to tnho tho Ttnyn pnplivo by RtrntnRem, 
nn hin offorlr? to ronquor him in opon bnttlo 
?»nd boon inotTootnnl, ro long nfl Appnji lonfc him 
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a helping hånd Hence he Bent a thonsand' 
well-armed cavahers in the gnise of horse dealers 
with matmobions to captnre the Raya’s person 
Arriving at the Capital, they announced themselves 
as merchants from Northern India, and that 
they came there to solioit the Eaja’s favoui and 
patronage The Raja promised to patronize thom, 
and, one ovemng, went to their camp to inspeot 
the horses The leader of the group informod 
His Highness that each horse was worth a 
thonsand mohnrs, and that, as all of them wore 
eqnally good and tiained alike, His Highness might 
choose any one of them and make a trial ride 
on lt while the othor horsemon would Lecp pace 
with him The Raja, acquiescmg, mounted on 
a horse and spurred lt to high speed , tho otlior 
riders followed the Raja "When tboy roaohod 
tho fourth milestono from the oity, tho disguisod 
emissari 08 of the Sultan oaptnred tho porson of 
tho Raja and carried him off a pnsonor to tho Dolki 
Padsha’s prosenoe * Appnji soon camo to hnou of tho 
Raja’s fato, and, regietting tho Ling’s indiBoretion 
in reljing on the words of tho bogus tradors, 
cast abont in his mmd for a dovico to rosono 
the Raja from the clutcbes of the Sultan At 
last, he hit upon a plan 

Appaji vvent in disguieo to Dolki and sent 
word to his compeers to fit out a \osbo1 laden 
with valnablo preoious stonesnand start for tho 
nearest sea-port from tho Snltan's Capital His 

*lho incidnnts of tlm storj (wm to hiuo n historicnl 
basis, nlthough ivronglj attnbutod to tho Rnja \\ o find 
iv Bimilnr storj now curront nmong tbo South Indlån 
populaco, wlnch relntcfl liou Prntnpn Rudrn, tho Kmg of 
\\ nrnncnl (Worngnllu in Tolugu), wns cnmod off n. pmonor 
to Dolhi in 1323 A D , nnd how Iiib minister, Yngnndhar, 
cffi-vtod tho 1 mg’s cvciipo b\ lm\ing rccourso to n mmllnr 
stratngem (Vido Pandit Vonhntarnja Snstn b 1‘ratapa 
liudriya Xatalam in Tclugu ) 
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friendB fitted out a ship laden with diamonds 
and emeralds, and piesentmg themselveB before 
the» Saltan, made a display of then wares The 
Sultan was strnck with the beauty of the 
dazzlmg diamonds and offered a high pnoe for 
them. The merchants demanded a pnce which 
was conBiderably more than what they were 
really wortb, and suggested that the Eaya who 
•was an expert in valuing diamonds, might be 
consalted The merchants invited the Padsha to 
pay a viBit to their ship, where, in the show¬ 
room, he conld conveniently examine the preoious 
stones and make hia own selection ont of them. 
The next day, the Sultan paid a visit to their 
Bhip, takmg with him the captive Eaya At a 
word from Appaji who had entered the ship, lt 
hegan to move anå 60 on reached the coaat 
ekirtmg the Eaya’s dominions, and the Eaya 
took the Sultan and hi6 attendants to his palace 
where they remained as the Eaya’s state-guests 
for Bome time The Sultan now discovered how 
he fell unwarily mto tbe trap set for him by 
Appaji, and conld not but expresa bis admiration 
(mueh to his chagnn) of the shrewdness of the 
Éaya’s minister He assured the Eaya that he 
would no longer mterfere with his affairs and' 
then took leave of the king and started for Delhi. 


' VI 

, THE IDOLS DIF FEREN TI AT ED 

THE Delhi Padsha,* not satisfied with testing 
•*’ Appaji’s ability once, had reoourse to another 
device. He had three idols of identioal Bize and 

* The Padslias of Delhi. reforrod to m these tales, 
seom to havo boen the weak Muhamraadan rulers of the 
Sayyid and Lodi dynasties, whom ICrishna Deva Raya 
formally acknowlodged as his nommal suzeram 
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shape made by a skilfol scnlptor and sent tbem 
to the Eaya, reqmring him to examme them and 
report which of them was good, which bad and 
which indifferent The Eaya received the Emperor’s 
message and had it read with dne deference 
hefore bis conncil, everyone m the conncil 
carefnlly scrntimzed the idols, hnt all were qmte 
alike in 6ize, shape and beanty, and they conld 
not point ont any difference m them At last, 
Appaji was called in and consnlted He reqnested 
the Eaya to allow him a day’s time The nevt 
dav, he submitted to the Eaya that he had 
differentiated the idols by distingmshing snhtle 
marks thereon The Eaya, who was all admiration 
for Appaji’s sagacity, reqnested him to explain his 
discovery He then told the king that on a 

minote mspection of the idols, he fonnd that 

each of them had a small hole in one of their 
ears Conclndmg that the hole shonld be the 
clne for distingmshing them, he mserted a thin 
bit of wire into the hole m each of them In 
one, the wire came ont by the month, in 

another, it came ont by the other ear, 
and m the third, it did not He nccordinglj 
classiGed them as follows The last one repre* 
sented a man who wonld keep to himself what 
he had heard from others and was therefore 
the hest, the idol which allowed the wire to 

pass through its other ear represeuted the man 
who wonld forget at once what he took from 
others, and therefore typiGed the indifferent natnro 
of the man, and the idol which gave the wire 
a free passage throngh the mouth was the worst 
as it represented the garrnlous man who mado 
it his business to sow broadcast all what he had 
heard from others After explaming the details 
of bis scrntiny, Appaji asked the Eaya to retnrn 
the idols with their natnres stamped on tbem 
The Eaya's joy knew no bounds, and onder 
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Appnp’s instruction?, ho Pont tlicm at onco to 
tho Pndpbn of Delhi. Tbo Sultan, on receiving 
thQ idol?, vrås mucb Rlruck uilb tbo mmiBter’B 
koen pokere of obeer\ntion and doduction 

VII 

110 ir nu uimy r ,\ urr. thi: sllta.x's 

1 1/11.11 II .IV HOL TUD 

i|N n stormj da\, a rotiRh and bnuRblj Mussnlman 
^ wns pholtcrinR himpolf from the ram on tbo 
vornndab of a hotiFc, whon thorc came nnd sat 
bv bie ude a coneumpti\o old mnn Tbo latter 
froquenlly conpbod, and Jlbe Mii6Ealman could 
not tolorato lt Uo wnrncd tbo old mnn to 
con^e from coughinR, but tbo cotigbinR continnod. 
GrovrinR \orj v\rnlh, tbo Mu6Bnlmnn drcw ouk 
bi<* pv, ord and cboppcd ofT tbo boad of 
tbo old mnn. Incenpod at lim, opon cold-bloodcd 
mnrdor, tho noiRbbonrn cnuRbt hold of tbo 
Mupsnlmnn nnd look lnni to tho Raja for condign 
punfchmont Tbo Rnya nfiltod bim wby bo bad 
cut ofT (bo old nwn’fi boad Tbo Mubnmmadan 
replied undnunledlj " Siro, tho old man porBistod 
in* eongbing in spito of mv roponted warninRS, nnd, 
/inable to put up witb it, I quiclcly dcspatcbod 
bim to tbo otbor world." On bonrinR Iiib words, 
the Rnya could not forboar a lniiRb at tho mnn’s 
irritable lempor nnd fooIbardmoBB, and conBulted 
Appaji np to* tbo punudiment to bo awnrdod. 
Appnji cbucldod to* bimnolf and BURRosted that no 
hanner puniBbmont need bo moted out to him 
tbnn moro Rurveillnnco and eumptuoiis fecding 
vrith a daily Btipply of two Boers of ment, a eoor 
of Rbeo nnd otbor InxnrioB, and added tbat his 
perviccB vi ould bo in rcqmeition Bomo day Tbo 
Rnya, who bad completo confidonco in Appaji's 
vrifidom, directod tbnb tho metructions should be 
atrictlj followed Somotirao aftor, tbo Delhi 
Padeha proclaimed in biB durbar, one day,. 
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thai the Raya, thongh a vaesal, was very slow 
in obeying his orders and quifce unpnnctnal in 
paying his tribnfce, and this, the Padsha thouoht, 
was dno to Appaji, his adviser He therefore 
asked lf any of his conrtiers would vanquish the 
Raya by any means, fair or fonl One of them 
stood np and offered his services The Sultan 
sent him with a large and mighty army under 
his command The courtier enoamped in the 
vieinity of the Raya’s Capital, and sent an 
ambassador to the Raya's Conrt to annonnce his 
amval The Raya fonnd himself in grcafc 

perplexity and informed Appaji that the Sultan’s 
minister had come with an overwhelmmg army, 
and that this partioular Vizier was dangerously 
artful and crnel in his ways The Raya feared 
that his arrival hoded him no good and asked 
Appaji to give him his hest advico Appaji at 
once sent for the rude Mnssalman who was boing 
fattened at the Raya’s espenes, and requested the 
king to send throngh him a humhlo epistlo to 
appease the irate minister In lt ho referred to 
his own lnsignificanco as compared witli the 
Sultan, and snbmittod that ho would rcadily pay 
the tributs whenever domanded The Muhammadan 
took the letter to the minister and handed lt to 
him The minister read the letter, and hlaming 
himself for leadmg snch a great army ngainst a 
coward hke the Raya, Bpat on the, floor to show 
his contempt for the Raya'p abjecb Bubmission 
The Mnssalman took lt to bo an insult offered 
to himself, and drew out the Bword from the 
sheath, and in a flash, the Yizier was cut into two 
The soldiors, who were closo bj, dealt witli tho 
rude Muhammadan hkewise "When tho commandor 
was killcd, disorder arose in tho armj’s ranks, 
and lt fled in all dircctions Tho Raya camo to 
know of the fate of the Sultan’s army and wub 
very mueh pleaed at Appaji’s sagacity 
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Appaji barst into a fifc of langhter and stated 
the methods adopted by him, which sbould have- 
caused a change in the opinion of the barber. 
He then convmced the Eaya of the trnth ol the 
maxim that one jndges the vrorld by one’s ovm 
standard The Eaya conld not bnt admire tha 
jndicions instinets of his minister, and, as desired 
by Appaji, the barber was sent for, and his life’s 
savings were retnrned to him 


IX 

"CAPE KILLS A MAX" 


■ iXE day, as the Eaya was retnrning witb Appaji 
” from his evening stroll, he observed a well- 
bmlt yonnc man who was pnshmg back an 
elephant that was jnst retnrning from the river 
after its hath The man stood m front of the 
ammal and easily poshed lt back by the tnsk. 
The Eaya was much snrprised to see him displav 
his great physical strength and asked Appaji if 
it was possible for any man to develop «ncb 
powers Appaji readily replied that snch sportive 
tendencies and extraordmary powers were ane 
to the man’s leading a life free from cares and 
anxieties Bnt the Eaya, in spite of his faith 
in Appaji’s words, wantea him f to prove his 
statement And Appaji assnred him tbat he 
wonld show the kmg that tte same yonng man 
wonld be nnable to pnsh back the elephant 
when he happenea to mect it next time Appaji 
sent for the yonth’s mother, a widov, from 
'■"bom he learnt that, as he was her only son, she 
had not given him any can=e for anxiety in the 
wav of earning a hvehhood, and that she tooir 
= reeial care to conc°al from him all her v-orri«= 
IVben Appaji heard this, he told her tbat it 
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vrns nn* rondoen o tn hi*, vrolfnro to nllow hitn 
tn tdlo irnt ht*. tin*' nnd lond nn onR\ hfo 
H*' roronmr n*hvl ihnt »ho rtinnht prndunlh innKo 
h.n om>n*lmd hts ro* pnnsthilittoi Tn piun 

"h.* c Ail h* 1 MtpprOoil thnt t>ho ».Uoutd toil 

tun *rb«*n ho cm** for hn* oioninp ntonl, fimt 

;V f tppli nf rioo hnit rnn «.hort, und thnl, 

i?nV = < 1m j.rot ,r<*n rnnu* rim, lin wooid po mlhnut 
fnrd ft nn n< * 4 «t t\ Tii<* tmioront i. idow (hnnKod 
j m for t» '< nntre n*ut . hin t-ho n*d»od hor 

<*on tn j ror t f< »nn** run ncxl dm, lir* was (nlmn 

vh-.-> und Ind to thm) out v.mn nnd niouns for 
fror r :* Ttmt <*\rninp, n« tho intith unn 

*, i). * dl tnr in th«‘ «tro*t ti 11 tho vhilomfitinp 

ih i t 'or n * nlut.on nf tho riro prohloni, tho 

Itnn oh*« ri» d hint tind rtnnd tn n rornrr to bpo 

hn . tu* * ould hohnio to*.urdu tho olophnnl Ar 

u*’.nl. tho fh*jdnnt roturnod jn«*l nflor mnpot, nnd 
t?u* ini.th, lin ttrod to i port i.ith tho hipppRl of 
th* : 1 1«r« ru'hrd lovr.rd« tt Tho olophnnl ni 

firi' *h«td ut hun, hut ti roon foll lun pouorn 
urr t t, 1, nnd nt onro ti e htrlod tl*< trunlc nround 
hun, nnd pul hitn out of itu uni Tho Jlnyn who 
jrrtjmod tin* «.nddon rhnnpo in tho jouth, nnhod 
Ajipip ho . it *.n*. ponrthlo for tho jnunp mnn 

to h'iu* lort r 11 lu*, rtronpthinn ninplo (lnj " My 
Dord." f ud AppTJi. with n rmtlo "il ir nll onro nnd 
unsnli , n cnro i.orn innn f-ov.o dospnir nnd ronpR 
tnfirrnittf o" JT* thnn rolnlod tho tnoidonl no ho 
hnd tnutt ipod tt Tho Itrtjn f-onl for tho v.tdoiv lo 
corroborulo tho rdnlomontR of Appnp, nnd ho extollcd 
hun for hin rend} i.it nnd imnptnnlton. 
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X 

A QUESTION OF INTERPRETATION 


■flTHILE the Raya and Appan wero ont on a 
* ■ hånt one morning, they saw a man plonghmg 
his field and three maidens olosely watohing him 
One of them said that lt was fit for tho face, 
another prononnced lt fit for the montb, and tho 
third deemed lt fit for the offspring The Raya 
was nnable to make anything ont of the remarks 
of the women and asked Appaji what theso expres- 
sions meant Appaji thonght over the matter and 
said that the maidens vrere remarking abont tho 
soil and that the first wonmn, when sho pointod 
ont that lt was fit for the faoe, merely wantcd to 
convoy the idea that the soil was smted for tbo 
cnltivation t of tormenc," the second woman, who 
observed thiafc lt was fit for the montb, wantod to 
snggest that the soil was botter smted for tbo 
cnltivation of betel leaves t, tbe lnRt womnn, wbo 
decided that tho soil was fit for offspring, had in 
mind the reanng of vonng cocoannt trooB t Tbo 
Raya at once sent for tho three maidons and askod 
them what thev meant "When ho fonnd AppajYs 
oxplanation confirmed by them, ho praiBod him for 
his shrewdness in nndorstanding things appnrontly 
meanmgless_ f _ 

• Tho turmonc is uscd by Hmdp Indies ns n toilet for tho 

face 

t Tho botol lea\cs nro considored n debcncy bj tlio Hindus 
and tho Malnjs and tlio\ nro chowcd nftor ovorj monl with 
nroen nut pnrings and chunnm 
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XI 

mi*-'' /v un si: 

JlNCi: tbrro nmo from (bo Fouthern country 
” to tbo I'nn‘* TourJ tbrco iprle profieienl 
,n ' S/,, *r,7 dnnnw:'' nnd Sat >n(a Slmitia 

r nmir TIu\ rinde nn impr<“t\e dieplnv of 
tbojr 0:11 b> foro tlio Rnjn Ilo v.ni mueh 
plrirH ♦n'h tbnr profet ene\ nmi puo lltoin 
t.t'nble pr* i'ontr, und tb»> < ninrn in exproRpinp 
tbrir thnnS < onjo, md tbo Ktnn tbn« -The firet 
ttirl “Hot** Kiwf thi bo »ri i« hKo tbo rool 
nnd r’ri". IlntP'* Tim i<con<l tttrl FIn.il to 
*brr ’ Ob Kmc. il m thorni nnd miRehnpon " 
T!jo {hird Hul. Kim 1 it r« ruet,« d und rochj " 
Tbo nn*'A urcrritool tlu* prime th"t ln\ bonealh 
tbf'o npjMr<-nlh nm oinphmont'in i.orde, nnd 
findmc tn tb om n bt i.nbjetl for topLinf* tbo 
t.-j »cili of tbo mnn i.hn>e ntme v n«t po etronply 
njrm'od b> tbo Qttoon, bo putmnnnod Inm to 
bu- pr^ << nro, nnd n>J»d btm v bul punihbmont ho 
•mild r< rommend tn tbo ’.onun ".bo, in opon 
■Cotyl, f»ddr<" od tbo Kmrr v.ilb tlio voidn nbovo 
roforrod In And tbn mnn, \ itbont tiic lenet 
bf-itntion, rr pliod tJinl, for tboir impudonco, tboy 
droor.fd to bo druen ont of tbo (ounlry Tbo 
Rmj« dtf-mtfod tbo mnn nnd pont for Appnji nnd 
nej od Inm bio opinion of tbo »miler Appnji 
repbed imilinR “ 04) rniftbly nuler, tbo women, 
phould. in m> opinion, be nmply row arded for 
thnr pncnnli in enlimelinn jonr clmrncter eo 
rorroetl) " Rul tlio Ruin, liowevcr, ivnnted 
Appnji to ojpbun bov be conetrund tbn womon'e 
rernnrl'P ne prntr.e, I7o emd “ My Ford, tho 
firet vomnn merely told yoti tbat eho apprcciated 
your diepoeition and found it ae bwccI as tbo 
root and Flom of tho pafjar-cano, tbo eecond 
exprcfipcd tbo namo idea betler and compared tho 
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sweetness of your character to the honey m the 
jack-frmt, the hest of all frnits, thongh externally 
thoruy and misshapen and the third comnared 
yonr natnre to the sweet sngar-candy which is 
rocky and rngged in appearance In faet, whnt 
they said is really praise showered upon yoti 
The Rava hecame overjoyed and tnrning aside 
to his Qneen, asked her what she tbonght of 
her protcoe's capacitv as compared with that of 
Appaji As is generallv the case with women, she 
persisted that they sbonld be pot to mere tests 


XII 

THE LEARXED FOOLS 


TThERE eame to the Raya's dnrbar, five 
* Brahmin scholars, who had devoted all their 
lifetime to some special snbjects m whieh they 
had attained great proficiency The gronp 
consisted of a logician, a grammarmn, a mnsician, 
an astrologer and a physician They displeyed 
their mastery m their respective snbjects, nrjd 
the Raja vrås mnch pleesed vrith them But 
Appaji espressed that he had doobts if they vrere 
eqnallv conversant with worldly matters as thov 
were witb their snbjects To teft them, Appaji 
sngge=ted that they might be t asked to cook their 
meal and enjoy a hearty dmner before they were 
sent array with smtahle presents Accordinglj, 
they vrere shown a spaeions kitchen vrhere they 
vrere to prepare their meal, and Appaji sent a 
servant to keep watch over their movemonts 
The logician went to the bazaar to pnrehase 
ghee. and on bis way home, a donbt as to 
vrhether the ghee or the enp snpportod the other 
cros'ed his mind In spite of nll his endeavonre 
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in finding onfc the jiios and cons, he oonld not 
come to any concluBion, and as he just entered 
his Jodgings, the idea of deoidmg the qnestion by 
-a direet experiment snggested itBelf to him, and 
he overturned the cnp with its oontents. As 
the ghee spilt on the floor, he concluded that 
the cnp sopported the contents and went in 
thoronghly satisfied with the experiment The 
granunarmn, who volnnteered to procnre cnrdB, 
conld not tolerate the curd-woman’s unneoessary 
lengthemng of the final vowel sonnd m the Tamil 
word Thayn-o agamst all the rales of phonetics, 
and falling out with her, he returned to his 
quarters, a wiser, but a 6addei man. The mnsioian, 
who assnmed the role of the oook, sqnatted 
before the oven, and a6 the rice in the pot 

began to boil, he commenced beatmg time to the 
sonnd of the boilmg rice. Bot the boiling rice 
had its own way, and the mnsician soon loBt hiB 
temper and broke the pot to pieceB. The 
astrologer, who was asked to prepaie leaf disheB 
for holding the food served to each, jnst climbed 
a banyan tree, Ficus Indica, when, to his 

misfortone, he heard a lizard prodnce the Bonnd 
" ehck, click* ” above his head He was balf- 
way then, and takmg lt to mean a bad omen, 
he began to get down from the tree, when, 

agam he heard another lizard’s “ chok ” from 
the opposite flirection At this stage, the 

astrologer conld neiOher climb np the tree nor 
get down from lt, and, at last, finding lt was 
becommg late, retnrned home a sorry being The 
- pbysician, who nndertook to bny vegetables. 


* The Hindus consider the interpretation of ornens, wz , 
the ticking of a lizard, the bowling of a jackal, the 
braying of an ass as a branch of the scienoe known as 
astrology Even to this day, the belief in omens has a 
■strong hold on the credulity of the people, espeeially in 
•villages and country towns 
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began to consider the therapentio valne of ovory 
vegetable in the stall and finally discarding thom 
all, left the market withont bnymg any vegetj.blos. 
It vrås noon by the time all the five soholare 
mefc together agam, withont any aigns whatever 
even of a probability of any sort of preparation 
for their food They cnrsed the day and sadly 
bemoaned their lot Appnji, who was informed 
by his servant of the oomio Bcene at the Litohen, 
sent word to them to appear before the Eaya 
The scholars came, starving and dejeoted The 
Eaya conld not bnt pity the unhappy condition 
of the scholars and advising them to be batter 
informed in matters direotly oonceining practical 
lifo, sent them away to their native country, with. 
some presents. 


XIII 

A CASE OF IDE NTIT Y 


The Padsha of Delhi issned ordors to tho Eaya 
that his Prime Minister should be immcdiately 
sent to his presence Before Appaji arrived at 
Delhi, the Padsha had reconrse to a stratagom 
by which he wanted to mislead him He ordered 
one of his conrtiers to pnt on the? Emperor’s garb 
and take his seat on the throue, while tho Sultan,, 
disgnising himself as the Vizior, jomcd tho ranks of 
the conrtiers, The Eayn’s miniBter, Appaji, was 
nnnonnced and was admitted to the Snltan’s dnrbar 
Appaji jnst stood before the Sultan who was in 
tho gniso of a conrtier and made his obeisanco, 
Tho Sultan was not a little sorprisod and conld not 
bnt evpress his wonder at Appaji’B Bhrewdness nnd 
nsked him how bo made him ont aB tho Padsha. 
Appaji said, that sinco tho eyes of all thoso prosont 
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in tbe dnrbar were direoted towarde the Padsha, 
he nnderstood tbat a game to miBlead bim was 
being played. The Snltan wbb immensely pleased at 
Åppaji’s explanation and sent him home 'with royal 
presentB. The Sultan benceforth determined that 
he ehonld not interfere with the Raya’s internal 
affairs, convmced, as he was, of the faet that bo long 
as the services of Appnji were entertamed by tbe 
Raya, he would alwajs he defeated in his attempte 
to circumvent the Raya. 


FOLK-LORE OF THE TELDGDS 

BY 

MR. G- R SUBRAMIAH PANTULU 


[Though folk lorc appcars to bc a very much neglcctcd branch of 
sludy, 1 1 tales the plaec of lixstory, by throwxng a xvorld of Ixght 
on the manners, cusloms and relxgious and social conditxons of 
the pcoplc xvhose folk lorc it is. Indxan folk lort presents very 
of len a slrangc blcndxng of the natural and the supemalural, 
whxcfi exerts a pecuhar xnflucncc on the listener. This has 
talen possessxon of the Tclugti nixnd to a very greal extent, 
so 'much so that the ordxnary Tclugu person fully belxeves that 
there ean be no gloomxer form of xnjidelxly tlian thai whxch gues- 
tions the realxty of the supemalural .] 


» I 

THE KINO AND THE WRESTLER 


W HILE Kmg Nandana waB wielding sway over 
Telugu land, a wrestler approaohed him and 
8aid that he had toiled hard and learnt fencing and 
similar arts, eould fight with wild ammals and 
conld even walk with a huge mountain on his head. 
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The Kmg heard him and thonght thafc snch a 
giant vronld be serviceable to him, and engaged his 
services for a hundred pagodas a month 

There was a hnge monntain near the city 
mfested vrith ivild beasts which were cansmg 
great havoc among the people The King, therefore, 
sent for the vrestler and said —‘‘Yon declared, 
yon knov, that yon coold carry a monntam on 
yonr shonlders A monntain there is in the 
neighbonrhood, which is the canse of much 
snffering to the people Taks it away to a 
distant spot” 

The wrestler vrås all obedience, and on the 
nest day at dawn, the King took him vrith his 
ministers, priests, and a retinne of soldiers, to 
the vicimty of the monntain The wrestler girded 
np his waist-band, tied his tnrban and stood ready 
The King saw him and called npon him to take 
the monntain on his head and go 

The wrestler replied —" Sir, I made yon under¬ 
stand that I conld carry the monntain on my 
head, bnt I did not 6ay that I conld lift it np 
Kindly command yonr soldiers, therefore, to tear 
the monntain np and place it on mj head, aod 
I vrill then carry it to vrhatever place yon may 
command me." 


II 

THE OLE irOHAX, THE C OCR AXD THE HEALTH 


JN the Tillage of Pennagarai, on the road from 
Conjeeveram to Y'andiwash, there lived nn 
old voman vrbo had a fire place in her honse 
and a cock Day after day at early morn, when 
the first streaks of hght vrere visible, the cock 
vronld crovr All the villagers vronld then rise. 
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•procure fire af; her honGe and go their ways. 
This state of affairs had continued for a long time, 
till.the old dame took it into her head to imagine 
that the day dawned because her cock crew, that 
all the villagerB cooked and ate their food becanBe 
they obtamed fire from her house She wanted 
to Bee how the day could dawn and how the 
villagerB wonld manage to oook their food if she 
Qmtted the village So Bhe went, unknown to 

anybody in the village, to a wood far off with 
her cock and her cooking store and sat down 
there The next rnorrow, all the villagers arose, 
came as nsnal to the old woman’s honse, but 
not finding her there, thougbt she must have 
gone Bomewhere on some errand, fetched fire from 
some otber place and cooked their food and ate it. 
In the meantime, the old woman remained in 
the wood until dusk, wben a villager happened 
to paBR by her She called out to him and 
said —“ I was not in the village this mornmg 
has it dawned there? Have the people piooured 
'fire? Have they cooked and eaten their food?” 

He laughed and said —" Do you thmk that 
thd whole world depends entnely on your cock 
and your fire? Wby do you remam here ? Get 
up and go home ” 


a 111 

THE SAGACIOUS MINISTER 


S ULTAN Mahmud used to wage war abroad 
and to oppress his people at home Hib 
whole dominion lay ruined and desolate Upon 
this, bis minister thougbt that it was imperative 
to contrive some stratagem by whioh the king 
wonld become a good ruler Accordmgly, when-’ 
ever he epoke to the king, he used to relate how 
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he had once been a pnpil of a cerfcam Saiit/asin 
and had learnb the language of birds 

One daj, as the king and the minister \fore 
retnrnmg from the hnnt, two owls were sittmg 
upon a tree hooting at eaoh other. The king, 
heanng the noise, called upon his minister to 
tell him what the hirds were conversing abouc 
The premier listened for a short time, aB thongh 
he really nnderstood the conversation of the owls. 
and then told the king that they were not words 
fit for him to hear The king, however, insisted 
npon hearing the words 

The Yizier, therefore, represented the conver¬ 
sation to have been as follows —" One of the owls 
has a son and the other a danghter, and tho 
two parent hirds are negobiabing a marnago hetwoen 
their children The one said to the other — 
“ Then, yon will give yonr danghter to my son 
but will yon give him flfty ruined villages ? ’’ 
To whioh the other replied —"While onr Sultan 
Mahmnd, by the grace of the Almigbtj, rules so 
happily, can there he a dearth of rnined villages ? 
Yon only asked me for a paltry flfty, I will gjvo 
you live hundred ” , 

"When the Sultan heard this, he was very 
mueh grieved at heart Bo he at once ordorod 
the re budding of all the ruined villages in his 
realm, and made his snbjects happy 


IV 

THE LION AND THE JACKAL 


Tn the Dandaka forest was a lion which was 
in the hahit of attacking and killing all tho 
heasts thoroin To Tid themselves of the 
constant fear in which they were, all tho other 
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ammals proposed to supply the hon with one- 
ammal a day, lf lt would not attaok them any 
longer. This promise was agreed to and kept 
np for some time. After a time, lt feli to the 
lot of a fox to be sent to the hon, who, by no 
mean8 / relishmg the idea of being devoured,. 
walked slowly along, thinking all the while of 
some plan by whioh he would be able to put 
an end to the lion and save his own life The 
hon, not findmg the animal at the proper 
moment, was very muoh enraged and msisted 
upon an explanation for the delay The fox 
rejomed —“ Sir, another fox waB sent under my 
oharge by all the ammals of the forest as an 
offenng to you, but, on the iroad, I met another 
lion, who took away your meal and asked me to 
tell you of lt.” 

The hon ordered the fox * to take him mstantly 
to the place of his enemy. The ounning fox took 
the hon to the side of a well, and saymg that tbe- 
other hon was in it, begged him to take him m 
his arms that he might also have a peep mto the 
well When the hon saw the refleotion of himsel£ 
m^the water with the fbx m his arms, he mstantly 
tame to the oonclusion that he was looking on bie 
enemy , and havmg dropped the fox, made a furiou& 
leap into the well and immediately perished 


Y 

THE INEVITABILITY OF THE LAW OF KARMA 


TPhERE was a weaver in the Karnataka,, 
Haimantaka by name, who wove both ooarBø 
oloth and fine linen. But as his profits were very 
meagre, he was not able to make both ends meet- 
Adjacent to his z abode was another of the same- 
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profession, Dhimanta, who hved happily on tho 
large income he derived by weaving coarse rongh 
fabric One day, Haimantaka approaohed his \rife 
and complained to her as follows — 

" My talents are nnknown to any one in the 
place,” said he, " I propose qnitting my home for 
another place with the objeot of amassing as much 
wealth as possible ” 

His wife rejomed —" Of what avail is yonr 
going to a distant plaoe ? Von will get only as muoh 
as lt haB fallen to yonr lot to earn ” 

Despite her remonstrances, he quitted his abode, 
wont to and settled for a time in a far-oli conntrj, 
wove Bnoh clothes as were in demand in tho place, 
made money by his profession and wended his wny 
homewards On the way, he stayod at an mn and, 
secnring his treasare m a oorner, went to rest for 
the mght Thieves rnshed into the inn and pnr- 
loined evory item of property that was thoro, bo 
that when he rose np the ne-sb mormng, ho found 
to his great disappomtment and distross, that ho 
had notbing left He thns lenrnt, very dearly 
indeed, the trnth of what bis wife liad told hfm 
And feehng very despondent, he hved npon snob 
small garns as he oonld make at home. Tho moral 
of this is nnlucky anywhere, unluckj everywhoro 1 


VI 

DURBUDDHI AXD SUBUDDHJ 


A T Avanti hved two merchantB, Dnrhuddhi and 
Snhnddhi b> nnme Theso two men wont to 
a foreign conntry, amassed mnch wealth thero and 
retnrned and bnriod nnknown to an}body tho wholo 
of their riches onder a boge tamannd tree 
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Not long affcer, Dnrbnddhi went olandestmely to 
the spot, pnrloined the wholø treasure and oarned 
it away to his house A few days aftør this, both 
of thøm wønt togøthør to thø treø and fonnd 
that thø treasarø had been rømovød Upon this,, 
Dnrbnddhi aoonsed thø othør of having secrøted thø 
treasnrø, dragged him heforø a conrt of jostice and 
lodged a oomplaint against him The Judge 
promised to go mto the oase the next day 

Meanwhile, Dnrbnddhi took his father along with 
him, placed him m the hollow of the tree, and 
mstrnoted him to answer favoorably (to himself) 
the Jndge’s queries on the morrow The next 
day the Jndge, with a view to condnot a looal 
examination, oame with his attendants near the 
tree and asked who had taken away the monøy. 
To the intense astonishment of the by-standers, 
the man inside the tree aocnsed Snbnddhi of 
having seoreted the money Bnt the Jadge waB not 
a man to he taken in easily After a little 
reflection, he oansed some straw to be brought, 
Btnffed the hollow of the tree with it and set 
fire to it The man inside was abont to be 
snffocated and howled for his life The Jndge, 
iierceiving the deceit that Dnrbnddhi had played, 
came to the conclnsion that it was he who had 
walked away with tbe money He oansed, 

■ therefore, all the money to be bronght and 
giten to Snbnddhi. 


iVII 

PURITY OF THOUQHT 


BL T Vizagapatam hved two fnends, one of 
whom nsed to perform with pnpotilionsness 
the religions rites en^omed on him and, prooeedmg 
to the temple, he used to remain there for a long 
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time The other passed his time in frivolons 
conversation vnth boon eompanions The former, 
thongh a freanenter of the temple, hankered after 
worldly enjoyments. The latter vrås, bovrever, 
asbamed of his hfe and v-as eztremely sony 
that he dia not follow the virtnons vrays of 
his friend 

Tnis -vent on for a' Iong time and then they 
both breathed their last Ent the first one vrås 
taken to Hell and the other to Heaven The szge 
Narada seeing the fate of these tvo, approached 
the Almighty and said “O God' Hell has 
failen to the lot of the man wbo spent bis davs 
in yonr temple, tvhile yoa have given Heaven 
•and final beatitnde to the fellov vrho vrasted his 
time frivolonsly. If von, vho are all-povrerfnl, 
perpstrate snch barefaced injnstice, ~ho m the 
—orld -vill aaore yon 1 ” 

The Almighty smiled on hearing these i-ords 
and sa’d tnat he ga~e redemption to thet man 
—ho had centred his mind on virtne, Thile the 
other —as sent to hell who freqnsnted the temple 
bnt desired to enjoy the delights of the vorld 
Uron the pnrity of onr mind depends the gdod 
cr evil state Te attaln after deatn 


VIII 

THE SELECTIOF OF A P.VLEP 

JlvriJAEIRITI. King of Cholamandala, bad three 
** sons As he'vras ola and no longer capable of 
gmdmg the destmies of his realm, he resolved to 
give his Lingdom to any of his sons vrho might 
he St to rale 

In order, therefore, to ascertain their capacity, 
he sent for his eldest son first and asked him 
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what he most desired. Hp replied tbat he was 
most anviooB to have aronnd him the besfc 
logipians, graramarians, rhetoricianB and other men 
■of science, and to pass his tfme m the stndy of 
tbe Itamayami , Mahabliaiata and other saered 
book? The kmg therenpon gave him a few 
villnges for Iiir mainfenance and told him to go 
tbero and do according to his wishes. 

He then Bent for hia pecond Bon and asked 
him what he dosired most He replied “ I am 
anxions to visit pacred slirincs ” The king theie- 
npon gave him tbe money necessary and sent 
him on his pilgrimage 

He tbcn Font for bis third son and asked him 
vrhnt his de^irc was He replied “ To acquire 
a kingdom, lovj a grcat armv, protect the people, 
make the provmces frmtful and tbns acqmre 
grcat farne are the objects of my ambition ” 

The king was mach gratified at these words, 
and, thinkmg tbat he was the fittest person to 
rnle the kingdom, made over the charge of his 
kingdom to him The son assumed the rems of 
gOTernment, treated his people with jnstice and 
tfenerositj and consequently, his people fionrished. 


IX 

IiESOUIiCEFULNESS 


A CERTAIN king of the Karnatak had a 
beantiful, flower garden in whioh he spent 
most of his leisnre bonrB He had a minister, 
whose son was m the habit of gomg daily to 
the garden and pnrlommg the flowers. The kmg, 
missing a namber of them day after day, told 
the gårdeners m charge to be on the alert to 
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Rpprehend the fchief Rnd bring him before kim- 
They nccordmgly kept watcb, canght the mimster’s 
son red-handed, pnb him mto a convejance ajong 
with the stolen flowers and took him to the 
kmg’s palace The minister was at the timo 
6tandmg at the gate Those who wero near him 
told him what had happened, how his son had 
stolen the flowers, how he was canght by tho 
gardenor in the very act of steahng them, and 
how he was bemg oonveyed before the king Thoy 
wanted the minister to save his son fiom infamj 
The minister therenpon londly answered "It is 
of no consequence, if he has a mouth, he will 
live ” The 6on, hearing this, quichly peroeived 
the evact import of his father’s words, and 
immediately ate all the flowers When tbej 
brought him before the king, he asked tho boy 
why he had stolen the flowers To which tho 
boj said that they bronght him thoro nnjnstlj, 
for ho only went to see tho galden, but did not 
stoal any flower As there were no flowers fonnd 
with him, the king believed this and let him froo. 


X 

TRUTH WILL COME TO LI O HT 

Tn days long gono bj, there lived a wealthy 
merchant at Delhi Ono of his servants 
stole somo of the propertj in tfie honso and 
absconded the next daj The cuerchant thoronpon 
sent out his men to searoh for the thief, but all 
was of no avail Not long after, tho morohant 
chanced to go to another city on Bome business 
Ho there saw the servant, who, had committcd 
tho theft, walking m the streot Ho Beized him 
and taved him with havmg stolen tho proporty 
and absconded , but tho fellow seizod tho morohant 
bj tho waist cloth and clamorously demanded his 
proporty, saying that tho merchant had beon his 
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servant, that he had stolen valnable things from 
his house, that he had been looking but for hun 
for mauy a day and had now found him. The 
two* went before a magistrats and represented 
their grievances The magistrate refleoted a little 
and ordered them both to put their heads through 
a window, and callm£ the executioner, he said 
to him “Whoever is the servant, cut off his 
head ” Now it oame to pass that the fellow 
who had committed the theft bemg really the 
servant, and heanng that they were going to 
cut off the head of the servant, withdrew it, 
wbile the merchant never removed his head from 
the window On this, the magistrate discermng 
that the man who withdrew his head was really 
the culprit, punished him severely. 

51 

AX HOXEST SERVAXT 

THERE was a king at Anantapur, Kunthibhoja 
by name "While he was holding his dwbai r 
seated on his throne and surrounded by a host 
of pundits, ministers and others, a Kshatnya 
cåme and bowed and said that he wonld honestly 
serve the king lf the king engaged him as* his 
servant The king appointed him as his personal 
attendant From the very first, he kept a vigilant 
watoh over the* king’s palace One midnigbt, the 
king heard the enes of a woman, called his 
attendant and asked him who it was that cried. 
The Kshatnya attendant said that he, too had 
heard the same enes ior ten days past, but 
could not say where they came from, but that 
he would make enqniries, should the king 
command him to do so. The king asked him to 
enquire mto the matter, and when the servant 
departed, he followed him mcogmto to see 
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vrbither he vrent. He vrent ontside the town 
and there saw a Troman vnth dishevelled hair, 
seated near the temple of Dnrga, crying at the' 
top of her voice. He asked her vrho she' vrås 
and vrhy she was crying She replied that she 
vrås the tntelary Goddess of Ennthibhoja’s king- 
dom and that as the king vrås destined to 
breatbe his last in two or three days more, she 
•vrås crying—for vrho vronld protect her then 9 
The king’s attendant then asked her if there 
were any means by vrhich the king’s life conld 
be saved She said that, if the attendant’s son 
vrere offered as a sacnfice to Dnrga, the king 
vronld live for a very long time He therenpon 
vrent home and informed his son of vrhat he 
had heard The son asked him to perform the 
sacnfice mstantly and save the life of the king, 
for, by the king, a good many people hved The 
attendant then took his son to the temple, drev 
his svrord from the scabbard and vrås abont to 
slay him, vrhen Dnrga appeared before them and 
said that she was so pleased with his condnct 
that she vronld confer on him any boon he might 
ask. He reqnested Dnrga to spare the life of 
king Knnthibhoja and to bless him vrith long 
life and prospenty Dnrga gave him the bobn 
songht for and disappeared The servant, over- 
come vnth joy, sent his son home and vent to 
the king’s palace The king, vrho had vritnessed 
ircoyi ito everything that had happened, qnietly 
reached his palace, vvent npstairs and, pretended 
to be asleep The attendant vent to the king 
and said that a vroman vrho had had a qnarrel 
vrith her hnsband was veepmg bitterly, and that 
he had pacified her and sent her home *The 
king admired the self-effacement of his servant 
and raised him to the rank of the Commander- 
in-Chief of his forces. 
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XII 

THE BARES AND THE ELEPHANTS 

I N < 3 ays long gono by, a drought devaBfcated the 
wbole of tbo Southern country, and thore waB 
not a drop of water m pond, lake, well or tank The 
elephants, very mach troubled with thif-st, went m 
searcb of a place, where they conld qnenoh their 
thirst to tbeir heart’s content, and forind a tank 
called CbandrapuBbkarani Ab the tank waB fnll 
to tbe brim, they quenched their thirst there, and 
al60 found a habitation in the woods adjacent, till 
the whole countrj was again green with verdnre 
Bat the path leadmg to tbe woods was fnll of 
hares, many of wbom weio killed under their heavy 
footsteps The hares, seeing the calamity that had 
befallen them, and in sorrow that they had been 
greatly reduced in numbers, met at a certain spot 
to devise means for 6 endmg the elephants away to 
n distant spot One of them Baid —“Wby fear 
the elephants 9 I have devised means to get rid 
of them.” 

* On a certain moon-ligbt night, he olimbed and 
sat on an adjacent mountam-top and said to the 
•elephants who came by, as nsnal, to drink from 
the tank —“ O, ye elephants, I have been deputed 
by Chandra (the moon), whose tank it is, to inform 
yon that this riank has been made for him nnder 
bis orders Tbat i« tbe reason why it goes by the 
namo of Chandrapnshkaram [lit tbe moon’s tank) 
He comeB hore every night and dalhes with his 
wives. For some time past, he has been mterrnpted 
in his pastime by your advent He is, therefore, 
very angry with you Qmt the tank mstantly; 
•otberwise, he told me he wonld destroy yon all ere 
dawn. If you want to see whether he is angry 
or not, just look into the tank and yon will be 
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The elepbants were wonder-strock and seemg 
the reflection of the moon, agitated bj- the wind, 
in the water, mistook lt for his anger vrith them! 
bowed to the moon, requested him to excnse them 
as they had come there m mnocence, and desired 
the hare to intercede with the moon on their 
behalf The elephants, thereupon, qmtted the place 
mstantly and the hares from that time forward 
lived comfortably * 


XIII 

THE TEIEF OUTXTITTED 


A S a boy was eittmg on the brink of a well 
crying bitterly, a tbief came there and asked 
him why he was crying He answered that as he 
was playing, he looked into the well, when the 
pearl necklace that was on his neck slipped off 
and fell into tbe water If he shonld go home 
withont the necklace, his parents wonld thrpsh 
him, and on that accoont he was crying The 
theif. hopmg he wonld be able to find lt, said to 
him —“My lad be not afraid, I will go down 
into the well and get the pearl necklace, do 
you tnhe care of my clothes ?” I^aving left his 
clothes on the baDk, he jnmped into the well 
As soon as he had gone down to the bottom, 
the bo\ took his clothes and ran away with 
them The thief searched for a long time, and 
not finding the necklace, came up again, but 
when he conld not Eee the boy anywhere, he 
exclaimed —' Even I, who am a thief, have been 
deceived by a boy” 

* ** Sasaaka ” m Sanskrit The mooo (lit marked with 
spots rcscmbhng tko form of n hnre) 


FOLE-LORE OF THE TEDUGUS 


188 


XIV 

KING SIBI 


far the bøst of monarohs that wielded 
sway over the Niahada oonntry was King Sibi, 
who was the type of all virtnes, a well-wisher 
of his subjeots. He wonld even forego his life 
to proteot the refngee One day, the Gandarvas 
began praismg his virtnous qnalities at the Conrt 
of their King Devendra, who heard -them and 
eoming to a resolve to pnt hitn to test, assamed 
<the form of a hawk and called npon his fnend 
Agm to take the form of a dove The hawk, 
then pnrsmng the dove, reaohed the / earth The 
dove oame to Kmg Sibi and said —“ O King! 
'there oomes a hawk to pnt an end to my life 
and make me its prey. Shield me ” So saying, 
he took refage under the king. Not long t aftør, 
the hawk approached the kmg and Baid —“ It is 
unfair of you to proteot my quarry, for that 
will lead to jny death hy starvation Refram, 
'thtJrefore, from proteoting the dove ” To which 
the kmg replied that he ,would give the dove’s 
weight of flesh from his hody mstead of the dove 
ltself. The hawk consented to the proposal. 
The king, thereupon, bronght a balance, pub the 
dove on one »pan and his flesh on the other, 
but seeing that eren a great part of the flesh 
of his body did not equally balanoe the, dove’s, 
the king himself sat in one of the pans, when 
>the weights were found to be equal. Whereupon t 
the hawk and the dove thoughb very highly of 
the kmg, and assuming their own forms, ’ stood 
tøefore tne kmg, oonferred boons on h‘im and 
went to their respective worlds. 
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XV 

A WISE COUNS EL 


|N Bengal, there was a king who bnilt a huge- 
* fort and lived in it wifch a very large retinue, 
and was mvineible 60 long as he remamod in 
the fort 

Now, a Polygar, a tnbntary kmg, conceived 1 
the idea of somehow drawing the kmg out of 
his fort, confinmg him in pnson and occupying 
his vast dominions With this objeot, ho went to 
the king one day and informed him that on the 
morrow, his son’s marnage was to be celebrated 
and mvited the kmg to be present on the 
auspicious occasion The kmg coneented, but hiB- 
mmister, ivho heard. the neivs, approaohed him and 
said —"You have entertained, I hear, thoughte 
of going 'to the Polygar’s house He is a man 
full of tricks, and has large forceB I am suro 
he will do you some miscbief, once you aro out 
of the fort Do not go to the Polygar ’’ 

To which the kmg replied —Wbat caro \ve 
how full of tnoks be is ? He has been faitbful 
to us long and, judgmg him from hiB anteoedents, 
he will not, we think, do us any harm If he 
entertained such tboughts, why did he not invade 
our dominions while ive remamed r m the fort?" 

Tho minister replied —" You are mvineible so 
long as you remam in the fort and bo daro not 
do you any harm He, therefore, seeks your 
fnendship But if you once go out of tho fort, you 
are helpless He will not Buffer the favorablo 
opportumty to pass away He ivill Bbow you- 
then his spite To give you an examplo, tho 
lotus, so long as it remains in water, spreads 
forth its totals despite the heat of iho Bun‘ 
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tbo enn nll tho whilø nidmp it Bnfc onco ifc 
comos out of >t8 pi opor -element (wnter),' tho 
very pame pnn mnheF it \Mther nwm. Il ib tko 
pamo witb tbo Poljpnr nnd jourFolf" 

Tbo hinp ivn<! exooonmply plcnped avitb tbcsG- 
vrords nnd rofminod from pomp to tbo Poljgnr. 


XVI 

lS OP ITITVM 


Tnnnn vrnp n tipor in n cortnin wood wko unod’ 
to 1 il] nnd dcaotir nli tbo henstå Ibat 
inbnbitod it Ono dn\, bo cnuplil n wild bufTnlo, and 1 
rrbilo ontmp it, ono of ils bonop fituck in lue jnavs 
The javF boonme mflnmod nnd tbo lipor bad to 
onduro prent pnin. I3o Imd luniBOlf down under a 
treo, nnd, in prent Biiffonnp, opened Iiib montb and’ 
erelnimed tbtif. —" Bov. pbnjl I evtrnct ibis? How 
pbnll I InoV Vriml plinll I do?" In Ibis diBlress 
bo ffiv. a rrov, upon tbo troo and Raid to him — 
"O crow, \on foo mj BiifTorinp, if jou avill but 
extrnet tbo bono nnd rid me of mj pam, I \rill pivo 
you nfi mueb an jon aannt from tbo food I proonre 
caorj daa." Tbo crow wnn moaod by IbiB Bupplica- 
tion, and tnl.inp compaBBion on bim, tbrust bis beali- 
into tbo mnutih of tbo tipor nnd took out tho 
bono Latcr on, viiien be nnked tbo tiger for tbo 
floeh bolind promipod, tbo tiger roplied —" When 
jou put jour boak into mj’ moutb, I did not erush- 
jou under mj jnwB, but nllotVod you to come out 
nninjured, Dnpratoful mdeed nro you because you 
ask me for flcab ? Look lo your buBiness ” 

Thus peoplo in proBpcriiy ofton forget tbo- 
friendn a\ho have aerved thom in advorsity. 
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XVII 

TBE'TALISXAS 


\ T Chatrapnr hved fonr poor friends, vho, bemg 
**• in great distress and sorely pnzzled hov to 
eke ont a hvehhood, met at a certam spot to devise 
some means for bettenng tbeir condition. They 
therenpon performed severe anstenties to the 
Goddess Kah vho, being pleased vith them, appeared 
to tbem and asked them vhat they vanted They 
begged her to confer nches and happmess on 
them. The Goddess therenpon gave each of them a 
talisman vhich vas to be carned on the head 
They vere told to go in a northerly direction, and 
vherever the talisman feil from the head, to dig 
there and take vhatever came to each' person’s lot 
Thr fonr friends set out on their jonrney northvard 
and vent a certam distance, vhen the talisman of 
the first person fell from his head VThen be dng 
tbere, an enormons qnantity of copper vas fonnd 
The first man told the others that he vas qmte 
content vith his lot and he carried the copper 
home After travellmg some more distance, they 
fonnd that the talisman fell from the head of 
another of them On digging, he sav an enormons 
qnantitv of silver He folloved the erample of the 
first and desisted from gomg anjt farther The 
otber tvo travelled for some titie longer, vhen the 
talisman on the head of one of tbem fell dovn 
VThen he dng there, an enormons qnantity of gold 
vas fonnd He, therenpon, told his friend not to 
proceed any farther, as vith the qnantity of gold 
fonnd there, both of tbem conld live happily Bat 
his friend gave a deaf ear to his vords end vent on 
for ‘some time longer, till the talisman fell from his 
head. A qnantity of iron vas fonnd in the place 
'vhen he dcg there He vas* overcorae vith gnef 
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nt lus lot nnd rpgrptting ho did not nccppt bis friond's 
offer, bo rotmhrd bis steps Rut. nlns, lio wns 
flot. nblc to find lnm. Thorcnpon, irumereed in 
gripf. lio cncd to got nt tho iron tlml lind fnllon 
to his lot, but vrhrn bo wpnt llicro, bc wiib not 
nblo to find tlint nlso rcpling \erj soio nt 
bcnrf. lip cntno bnck to thp to«n nnd hved 
tbcro bv boppinp 


XVIII 

r j STU Ilt ILDISfr 


\T Tirupnti Ii\cd n Rrnbmnn in poor circnm- 
**■ stsnor*- v.lio rocoired on n corlmn dn\ n 
pot of fiotir nn n present from n mprrbnnt , 1 Ho 
look it. ond boing \ory tirod, sentrd binisolf on 
tho vrrnndnb of n bonro, nnd F 0 I 1 I 013 tilbod tbns 
"If I (-pH tins pot of fionr, I fibn.Il pot bulf n-rupco 
for it, \.ilb v.hich I rnn purohnso n kid Tbis, 
in rbort time, v, 1 li produeo n flork, I «ill then 
stil llmm und bti> cov.s nnd bufinloes, nnd tbus, 
in n fon jonrs, I filmll be tho mnster of 
tbron tbnusnnd bruds of cultlo I \\ill tben 
purtbncp n mnnsion, which I will furnisb elegantly, 
nnd mnrrj n lirnutiful dnmsel vho \\i)l crown my 
hrtppincKR bj gi\ing»birlb lo n son My wifo will 
nllow tho baby to cry, but I shnll give her n 
hid:" Tbus thinking, bo tbrust out biB leg bke 
one renllj going to Inde struck tbo pot and 
broko it to pieces, The fiour got mi\ed with 
dirt and nll bis ideas of hnppiness vnnisbod. 
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THE CRANE AND THE SWAN 


|N days long gone by, there hved on the banks 

of tbe river Knebna, a crane on a silk-cotton 
tree Once npon a time, lt beckoned to a siran 
passmg by, and said —Yonr body resembles mini 
in colonr, bnt yonr beak and legs are red ] 
have not come across a bird of yonr kind till noiv 
"Who are yon ? 'What' is yonr errand ~> " 

Wherenpon, the swan gave the follomni 
ansiver —“ I am a swan, I am an inhabitant o 
tbe heavenly lake called Manasasaras I an 
coming thence ” 

The crane then asked what thmgs iver 
procntable there and what formed the chief articl 
of its food To which the swan replied —“ A 
the thmgs there are made by angelic bands, i 
is beyond my power to describe the granden 
of tbe place, bnt yon may bear some of tb 
important thmgs procnrable In and aronnd Jba 
region are fonnd golden earth, ambrosia, goldei 
lotnses, heaps of pearls, clonds of perfnmes and tn 
tree of paradise Every object thereof i 
a wonder" 

"Wben the swan mformed the crane fnrthe 
that lt partook of the bods o£ golden lotnses, th 
latter impatiently asked the former lf any oyster 
were procnrable there On receivmg a reply n 
the negative, the latter bnrst mto a fit of Iangbte 
and said —“ Why prattie of the excellences of i 
place void of oysters ? It is a pitv yon do no 
know how palatable the oysters are" 
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XX 

DVPED BY TH1EVES 


i T , HERB was a Brahman, Vasanthayaji by name, 
at Snramapnra, on the banke of the Tamra- 
parm He conceived the idea of performmg a 
yajna (sacrifiee), and wanted fonr or five of the 
hest goats for the parpose He 'went, therefore, 
to a neighbonnng village, purchased the goats, 
and was wending his way home, when fonr thieves 
In confederaoy wanted to appropnate the goats 
to themselves One of them, therefore, came and 
■stood before the Brahman and Baid “ Why are yon 
carrymg a nnmber of mad dogs?” The Brahman 
merely thought him a fool who oonfonnded goats 
■with mad dogs He went on a little farther, when 
another of the thieves pat him the same qnestion 
and wanted him to take oare lest the mad dogs 
ehonld bite him. The Brahman, on hearmg these 
words, entertamed a slight donbt in his mind 
"When he had gone some more yards, the third 
thief camé olose by the goats, and began to rebnke 
the Brahman for letting looae a nnmber of mad 
•flogs on the wayfarers The Brahman, on hearing 
this, became certam that they most be mad dogB 
and tned to nnloose them, when the last of the 
thieves oame up and wanted him to tie them np 
to a tree adj&cent, as by letting them loose, he 
would make them '^all upon people and bite them 
The Brahman therenpon tied them to a tree and 
ran away. The thieves then nntied them and 
took them home. 
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TTET 

VANJTY OF HUMAN WISHES 


■AING Jayachandra had two favonrites, one a 
MuBsalman and the other a Brahman, to 
whom he was constantly giving presents, by means 
of which they grew nch and hved happily One 
day, the kmg asked them to whom they owed 
their happmess The Mnssalman immediately 
replied that he was indebted solely to his 
sovereign , bnt the Brahman deelared that he 
owed everythmg to the graoe of the Almighty 
The king wishmg to pot their assertions to the 
test, filled a pnmpkin with pearls, whioh he 
delivered to the Mnssalman, and at the same 
time presented the Brahman with two pieces of 
Biiver On their way home, the former, not 

knowing the contents of the pnmpkin, began to 
gromble at the king’s present, abd told the latter 
that he wonld seil lt to him for his two 
silver-pieces, to wbich the Brahman < consented 
When he broke lt and fonnd the immense wetrith 
that lt contained, he retnrned to the king i« 
great joy and related his adventure The king’s 
vanity was completély cured by this occurrence. 
Unassisted by the hånd of Providence, human 
endeavours are fruitlesB 
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